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Abstract:

This study explores the relationship between the literary narrative and its cinematic adaptation
through a comparative analysis of Naguib Mahfouz’s novel Midaq Alley and its film version.
The research focuses on how the narrative structure is transformed from its literary form into
a visual-dramatic form, and how this affects event sequencing, character development, and
spatio-temporal construction.

Using descriptive and content analysis methods, the study draws upon key theoretical
frameworks in literary and cinematic narrative, including Aristotelian dramatic structure and
classical plot models.

The findings highlight essential narrative shifts, such as condensation of subplots, expansion
of certain visual scenes, and reordering of events to match cinematic logic.

Moreover, the study shows how temporal compression and visual condensation reshape the
rhythm of the narrative in the film compared to the novel.

The study concludes that the film adaptation constitutes an independent narrative structure
that preserves the novel’s core while reshaping it according to cinematic logic.

Keywords: Midaq Alley, narrative structure, Naguib Mahfouz, cinematic adaptation, dramatic

construction.
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