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Abstract:

Contemporary media faces an unprecedented challenge in the form of
deepfakes, one of the most dangerous manifestations of Al-driven information
manipulation. This study examines how communication practitioners in Libyan
media perceive and respond to this phenomenon, with a specific focus on their
use of deepfake detection technologies. Grounded in the Protection Motivation
Theory (PMT)—which explains individual responses to threats based on

Ll - A 30 daalas — WMoY Ads — Jual¥) & gag dlaa
834 2025 s « yde gl 3 - E-1SSN:2707-871X



mailto:Khebresh@gmail.com
mailto:Khebresh@gmail.com

(Journal of Communication Research) Juai¥ & gay dlaa

perceived severity and self-efficacy—the research aims to explore the nature of
practitioners’ engagement with deepfake detection methods. A descriptive-
analytical approach was employed, utilizing an electronic survey distributed to a
random sample of 112 media practitioners in Libya. Data were analyzed using
non-parametric statistical tests. The findings reveal a high level of awareness
among practitioners regarding the risks posed by deepfakes. However, practical
knowledge of specialized detection tools remains limited, as does their actual
usage and availability. Over half of the respondents rely primarily on personal
experience, indicating a significant gap between awareness and practical
application. Key barriers to effective detection include the lack of technical tools
and insufficient institutional training. Although the majority of practitioners
exhibit a strong motivation to protect credibility and uphold journalistic
integrity, this motivation has not translated into effective practice due to weak
technical infrastructure and a lack of organizational support. The results
underscore an urgent need to enhance technical resources, provide specialized
training programs, and establish dedicated verification units within media
institutions.

The study concludes that combating deepfakes requires a comprehensive
strategy that integrates practitioner training, partnerships with technical experts,
adoption of advanced Al-based detection tools, and the development of
sustainable media policies that institutionalize verification practices—ultimately
fostering a more trustworthy media environment.

Keywords: Deepfakes, Artificial Intelligence, Libyan Media.
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