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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the media coverage of irregular migration on the Libyan
Al-Wasat Foundation website by identifying the main topics covered, journalistic formats,
information sources, media frames, and coverage orientations. It also examines the causes and
consequences of irregular migration, the proposed solutions, and the extent to which the
humanitarian dimension is represented. The study adopted a descriptive approach using
content analysis. The study population comprised all 96 journalistic materials published on
the website concerning irregular migration between January 1 and June 30, 2026, using a
census approach. A content analysis form was employed as the primary data collection
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instrument. The overall Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was 0.921, indicating a high level of
internal consistency.

The findings revealed that the coverage was predominantly news-oriented. Short news
stories were the most frequently used journalistic format, whereas investigative reports were
the least frequent. The interception and apprehension of migrants, as well as rescue operations
and drowning incidents, were among the most frequently covered topics. The pursuit of a
better life emerged as the most prominent migration-related motivation addressed in the
coverage. The website relied primarily on government and official sources and security
agencies, while migrants themselves appeared less frequently as direct sources of information.
The security frame was the most dominant media frame, followed by the political and legal
frame. Although the humanitarian dimension was evident, it received less emphasis than the
security dimension. The study concludes that media coverage would benefit from greater
diversity in sources and journalistic formats, expanded analytical and investigative reporting,
and a more balanced representation of the security, humanitarian, social, and economic
dimensions of irregular migration.

Keywords: Media Coverage; Irregular Migration; Al-Wasat Foundation; Content Analysis;
Media Framing; Electronic News Websites.
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