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Abstract

This study examines how the Africa Gate website addresses issues related to Libyan
cultural identity. It explores the topics receiving the greatest attention, the cultural identity
components emphasized, the media frames and approaches adopted, the information sources and
journalistic formats employed, and the cultural values and messages conveyed. The study is
significant because online news platforms play an important role in highlighting Libya’s cultural
distinctiveness, preserving its historical and social heritage, and strengthening national identity.

The study adopts a descriptive approach based on content analysis. A structured coding
sheet was developed to examine journalistic materials published on the Africa Gate website using
categories and indicators related to Libyan cultural identity. The theoretical framework draws on
Agenda-Setting Theory to explain how the website prioritizes certain cultural issues over others.

The findings reveal that Libyan heritage, culture, customs, and traditions were the most
prominent topics, whereas arts and music received the least attention. Intangible cultural heritage
ranked first among the components of cultural identity, followed by language, while history
ranked last. The cultural values frame was the most frequently employed, and websites
constituted the leading source of information. Investigative reports were the most commonly used
journalistic format. Social solidarity and mutual support were the most prominent values reflected
in the content, while strengthening national belonging was the leading cultural message.
Supporting the arts emerged as the most prominent proposed measure.

The study recommends broadening media coverage of Libyan cultural identity by giving
greater attention to history, the arts, and archaeological sites, improving the documentation of
cultural heritage, and diversifying information sources. These measures could contribute to more
comprehensive media coverage that better reflects the various dimensions of Libyan cultural
identity.

Keywords: Media Representation; Cultural Identity; Africa Gate; Digital Media; Content
Analysis; Cultural Heritage; National Belonging.
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