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Abstract:

This study investigated the extent to which Al-Khums Local Radio addressed
sustainable development issues. Tourism programmes were selected because of the
city’s geographical and historical character, the presence of the ancient city of Leptis
Magna there, the state’s dependence on a single source of income—namely oil—and
its lack of attention to tourism, which is regarded as one of the most important sources
of income for neighbouring countries. Employees of the Department of Antiquities in
Al-Khums were chosen as the study population because of the research’s substantive
connection to the Department of Antiquities. The two researchers used a
comprehensive survey, a descriptive approach, interviews, and a field questionnaire to
collect data. They reached several findings, the most important of which were that
there are shortcomings in the programming content of tourism programmes and a
knowledge gap between employees of the Department of Antiquities in Al-Khums
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and the communicators responsible for these programmes. In addition, the issues
addressed in tourism content focus on certain aspects without tackling aspects that
may be more important for serving the purposes of sustainable development from the
respondents’ perspective. The researchers also recommended that these shortcomings
should be addressed and their causes identified through several steps, including
conducting a scholarly study aimed at analysing the content of these programmes and
holding workshops to stimulate media communication processes in order to mobilise
the local market in the service of sustainable development. They further
recommended linking communication channels between media institutions in the city
and service, scientific, and educational institutions in order to disseminate elements of
tourism knowledge and culture and to activate the foundations of sound sustainable
development through the media.

Keywords: Al-Khums Local Radio; sustainable development issues; tourism
programmes.
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