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Abstract

The study aimed to investigate the treatment of documentary films on Arab channels directed
towards Yemeni issues, The channels selected for analysis were Al Jazeera Documentary and
BBC Arabic, serving as exemplary models. The study adopted a descriptive approach and
employed the survey methodology, namely content analysis. As the primary research
instrument ,employing a comprehensive enumeration method for all documentary films
addressing Yemeni issues on the official YouTube channels. The study analyzed a total of 26
films, with 16 from Al Jazeera Documentary and 10 from BBC Arabic, spanning the period
from 2015 to 2023.

The study yielded several noteworthy results, among them:

= Political topics related to Yemeni affairs dominated the themes of documentary films on
both Al Jazeera Documentary and BBC Arabic channels. The issue of war and internal
conflict among the conflicting parties in Yemen emerged as a top priority on the Yemeni
agenda addressed by documentary films.

= Most approaches to treating documentary films on Yemeni issues on the studied channels
were characterized as "negative"”. Presenting a singular perspective was at the forefront of
the extent to which Yemeni issues were balanced.

= The framework of human interests took precedence at the forefront of the types of
frameworks employed in documentary films on the studied channels when treating
Yemeni issues, followed by the conflict framework.

= The study found that channel correspondents constituted the primary source of
information from which the documentaries drew in their coverage of Yemeni issues.
Citations and statements attributed to experts and specialists ranked first among the
persuasive strategies employed, followed by the use of eyewitness testimonies.

= The descriptive approach ranked first among the various techniques and approaches
employed by the documentaries in addressing Yemeni issues. In terms of language, media
language combining Modern Standard Arabic and colloquial Arabic was the most
frequently used linguistic style.
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= Live footage ranked first among the visual elements used to highlight and present Yemeni
issues. Likewise, the interview format (interpersonal dialogue) ranked first among the
television documentary formats employed in presenting and discussing Yemeni issues.

Keywords: Documentary Films; Arab and Internationally Directed Channels; Al Jazeera
Documentary; BBC Arabic.
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