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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the media treatment of illegal migration in Algeria and to examine
how Algerian media present this phenomenon by identifying the topics, frames, patterns,
sources, and solutions that receive priority in media discourse, as well as highlighting the
main shortcomings in its coverage. The significance of the study stems from the fact that
illegal migration is a multidimensional phenomenon involving social, economic,
psychological, security, and legal factors, making media treatment an important element in
shaping public perceptions of the phenomenon.

The study adopted the descriptive-analytical approach using content analysis. The analysis
was conducted on a purposive sample of Algerian media materials that directly addressed
illegal migration during the specified study period. The analysis focused on the main topics
covered, patterns of media treatment, sources used, causes and motivations, proposed
solutions, and the overall direction of media discourse.
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The findings showed that media treatment tends to be predominantly news-oriented and
security-focused, with particular emphasis on the arrest of migrants, the prevention of
clandestine sea crossings, the dismantling of migrant-smuggling networks, and the efforts of
security agencies. The findings also revealed limited explanatory and humanitarian coverage
and weak participation of experts and researchers, compared with the strong presence of
official and security sources. The study concludes that media treatment should be developed
toward greater balance and depth by combining security and legal dimensions with the social,
economic, and humanitarian causes underlying the phenomenon.

Keywords: Media Treatment; lllegal Migration; Algerian Media; Media Discourse; Security-
Oriented Coverage; Migration.
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