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This study investigates the acoustic and pragmatic features underlying Arab sports media
discourse at decisive moments, with particular attention to how vocal modulation contributes
to the construction of emotional and pragmatic meaning. The study addresses the relationship
between the physical acoustic properties of the speech signal and the pragmatic strategies
through which the commentator constructs illocutionary force and intensifies the

.communicative impact of the decisive moment

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, supported by experimental acoustic
analysis using Praat speech analysis software. The acoustic analysis focuses on fundamental
frequency (Fo), intensity, speech rate, rhythm, duration, and pauses, while the pragmatic
analysis draws on Speech Act Theory to examine the illocutionary force and communicative
functions associated with the commentator’s vocal performance. The sample consists of an
audio segment of Issam Chawali’s commentary accompanying the winning goal in the 2026

.FIFA World Cup Final

The significance of the study lies in contributing to the emerging body of research on the
interface between acoustics and pragmatics, particularly within Arab sports media discourse.
It also seeks to demonstrate how measurable acoustic features may interact with pragmatic
functions to construct emotional intensity and communicative salience in sports commentary.
Furthermore, the study offers an analytical framework for examining the relationship between
vocal modulation, pragmatic meaning, and the potential emotional impact of sports media

.discourse

The analysis is expected to reveal a distinctive acoustic pattern accompanying the decisive
moment, characterized by measurable changes in fundamental frequency (Fo), vocal intensity,
speech rate, rhythm, and pausing. These features are expected to function not merely as
paralinguistic characteristics but as resources contributing to the pragmatic force and dramatic
construction of the commentary. The study further anticipates that the strategic use of pitch
variation, increased intensity, rhythm, and pauses contributes to foregrounding the decisive
moment and enhancing its emotional and communicative salience, potentially contributing to

.Its memorability among viewers

Keywords: Acoustic Analysis; Acoustic-Pragmatic Interface; Sports Media Discourse;

.Decisive Moment; Issam Chawali; Praat; Speech Acts; Emotional Salience
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