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Abstract:
The media landscape has witnessed rapid transformations in recent years due to

digital convergence, and these transformations have directly impacted the nature
of journalistic work and the professional roles of communicators within media
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Institutions. The communicator no longer performs their traditional role as a
central gatekeeper of the news portal, selecting information and determining
what reaches the public. Instead, they now operate in a communication
environment where the authority of the journalist intersects with that of the
public, digital platforms, algorithms, and artificial intelligence technologies.

This study sought to describe and analyze the transformations that have occurred
in the professional role of the communicator in light of digital integration, with a
focus on the shift from the traditional gatekeeper to the electronic gatekeeper,
along with the role played by algorithms in reshaping the gatekeeping process,
the growing use of artificial intelligence in media work, as well as the shift in
professional skills and the emergence of the influential journalist pattern and the
hybrid professional identity.

The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach, targeting communicators at
the media institutions under investigation, namely the Libyan newspaper Al-
Hayat, published by the General Authority for Press, and the Libyan News
Agency's Al-Watan newspaper. The study also relied on gatekeeper theory as
the primary theoretical framework for analyzing the transformations that have
occurred in the selection, processing, and distribution of news in the digital
environment.

The study also addressed several cognitive themes related to the professional
role of the communicator, including cybersecurity, algorithmic security,
artificial intelligence, digital skills, the influential journalist, hybrid professional
identity, and the ethics of digital media practice.

Keywords: communicator, gatekeeper, digital integration, algorithms, artificial
intelligence, influential journalist, hybrid professional identity.
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