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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the role of online journalism in shaping the public opinion of
university students regarding political issues in Libya, as well as to uncover the impact of its
media content on shaping their attitudes and views concerning various political issues.

A descriptive research method was employed to achieve the study's objectives. An online
questionnaire served as the data collection tool, structured into three main sections to address
the study's goals and research questions, The questionnaire was administered to a sample
comprising 267 students from the Faculty of Media at the University of Benghazi.

The study yielded several findings, most notably:
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e There is a clear interest among university students in following political issues through
online newspapers on a frequent, daily basis, reflecting their engagement with political
events in Libyan society.

e Online newspapers serve as a primary source for university students seeking news on
political issues in Libya, though they are not the sole source; there are competing media
outlets-such as social media, other news platforms, and broadcast media (radio and
television)-and students tend to rely on online newspapers specifically when they need to
access more detailed information about current events.

Keywords: Libyan online newspapers, public opinion, political issues, university students,

influence .
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