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Abstract:
The study is based on achieving a basic objective, which is: identifying the impact of

fake news on distorting awareness of Arab identity issues, monitoring the objectives that fake
news seeks to achieve at the level of distorting awareness of Arab identity issues, identifying
the media outlets in which fake news is most prevalent that aim to distort awareness of Arab
identity issues, revealing the negative effects resulting from the spread of fake news at the
level of Arab identity issues, in addition to proposing ways to reduce the impact of fake news
at the level of distorting awareness of Arab identity issues.

The study is based on three main concepts: fake news, falsification of awareness, and
Arab identity, while its theoretical approach is based on the theory of reception and
acceptance, especially since the exploratory study indicated that social media networks and
applications contributed to the rapid and unprecedented spread of fake news; due to their
distinction by several characteristics that contributed to their rapid spread and their ability to
spread information and news in seconds, and the interaction of readers and users with them;
regardless of the nature of the interaction, whether negative or positive.

Based on the nature of this study, the descriptive approach is the most appropriate; the
study community is represented by the youth of Benghazi, while the study sample consisted
of (400) individuals selected using the snowball method. The study resulted in:

The most prominent issues of Arab identity that respondents had previously been
exposed to false news about were: (a) “undermining Arab symbols and describing them as
agents and mercenaries” at a rate of (11.6%), (b) “distorting the classical Arabic language
under the pretext of modernization” at a rate of (11.3%), (c) “claims of liberation from Arab
social customs and traditions” at a rate of (11.3%).—

Fake news on the level of Arab identity issues seeks to: (a) “falsify the Arab citizen’s
awareness of Arab issues” at a rate of (25.2%), (b) “distort the facts about Arab identity
issues” at a rate of (18.3%), (c) “call for liberation from societal and cultural controls” at a
rate of (16.3%) of the respondents.

The most important negative effects resulting from the spread of fake news about Arab
identity issues are evident in: First: “stirring up chaos and rejecting security and societal
stability” at a rate of (19.5%), Second: “falsifying the Arab citizen’s awareness of Arab
issues” at a rate of (16.2%), Third: “loss of confidence in Arab media outlets and institutions”
at a rate of (14.3%) of respondents.

The most prominent suggestions of the respondents to reduce the impact of fake news

on the level of falsifying awareness of Arab identity issues are: (a) “Developing individuals’
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awareness of Arab identity issues” at a rate of (16.2%), (b) “Activating oversight of the media
and digital media applications”, (c) “Developing Arab citizens’ awareness of the nature of
fake news and its objectives” at a rate of (14.4%) of the total respondents.

Keywords: Fake news, distortion of Arab identity.
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