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Abstract:

This study aims to explore the future transformations of professional media practices in the
era of Generative Artificial Intelligence (GAI), with a particular focus on their implications
for professional roles, emerging competencies, media content production, institutional
opportunities, and ethical and regulatory challenges. The study adopted a futures-oriented
approach, employing the Delphi method across three consecutive rounds with a purposive
sample of 20 academic and media experts. The first round explored the experts' perspectives;
the second refined and reviewed the identified indicators; and the third verified the stability of
expert consensus using a five-point Likert scale.

The findings indicate that the future of media practice is more likely to witness a restructuring
of professional roles rather than their full replacement, accompanied by a decline in routine
tasks and a growing demand for competencies related to creativity, fact-checking, Al
governance, and data analytics. The study also reveals that media organizations are moving
toward more data-driven and Al-enabled operational models while maintaining the central
role of human oversight in editorial judgment, decision-making, and adherence to professional
and ethical standards. Simultaneously, significant challenges were identified, including
deepfakes, algorithmic bias, transparency, intellectual property, and editorial independence.
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The third Delphi round demonstrated a high level of expert consensus, supporting the
reliability of the proposed future vision. The study concludes that the future of media will not
be defined by replacing human professionals with artificial intelligence, but by establishing an
integrated professional model that combines human expertise with intelligent technologies
within a framework of governance and professional responsibility.

Keywords:

Generative Atrtificial Intelligence, Professional Media Practices, Futures Studies, Delphi
Method, Future of Media.
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