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Abstract:
(Times New Roman: size - 12) Abstract must be written in English within 300 words. This

study aimed to examine the role of social networking sites in enhancing the
culture of freedom of expression among students at the University of Benghazi.
The study was conducted on a field sample of (130) students from different
faculties. The descriptive-analytical method was adopted, and a questionnaire
was used as the main data collection tool.

The study addressed several dimensions related to the use of social networking
sites, the level of awareness of the concept of freedom of expression, as well as
students’ willingness to express their opinions, acceptance of others’ views, and
participation in public discussions. Statistical methods were used to examine the
relationship between social media use and the culture of freedom of expression.
The results indicated that the level of social media use among students was high.
The findings also showed positive levels of awareness of freedom of expression,
willingness to express opinions, acceptance of others, and participation in public
discussions. Furthermore, the results revealed a statistically significant positive
correlation between social media use and the culture of freedom of expression,
while no statistically significant differences were found based on gender.

In conclusion, the study found that social networking sites play an important
role in promoting the culture of freedom of expression among university
students by providing broader spaces for discussion, opinion exchange, and

fostering dialogue and intellectual openness.

Keywords: Social networking sites, freedom of expression, uses and

gratifications.
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