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Abstract:

The study aims to analyze the role of digital media ethics in confronting the phenomena of
fake news and hate speech in the Libyan media environment. The study adopted the
descriptive analytical approach.

The electronic survey was used as a tool to collect data from a purposive sample of (29)
journalists and media professionals active in the digital field. The results showed a clear gap
between the high confidence of media professionals in their ability to distinguish between real
and fake news and the actual verification practices of news sources.

It also revealed weak reporting of hate speech and a lack of trust in the efforts of digital
platforms to reduce it. The study concluded that it is necessary to promote digital media ethics
through training, self-regulation, and building ethical models that are appropriate to the
Libyan context.

The study results also showed an increasing awareness among Libyan journalists and media
professionals of the importance of adhering to media ethics in the digital environment,
especially with regard to confronting fake news and hate speech. However, this awareness is
not always met with a clear practical commitment, which is consistent with what a number of
previous studies have concluded, which confirmed that ethical awareness alone is not
sufficient in the absence of clear regulatory and legislative frameworks.

The study's findings are also consistent with Arab studies that indicated that social media has
contributed to accelerating the spread of misinformation as a result of weak verification
mechanisms, speed pressure, and the decline of the traditional gatekeeper role.

In the Libyan context, the results confirm the unique nature of the media environment affected
by political division and the absence of institutional stability, as a direct factor in the rise of
hate speech and the use of fake news for the purposes of incitement and polarization. The
results also showed that years of experience were not a decisive factor in ethical commitment
as much as the unregulated digital environment and the absence of professional
accountability.

Accordingly, the study confirms that addressing the phenomenon of fake news and hate
speech in Libyan digital media requires a comprehensive comparison that combines
professional qualification, the establishment of binding digital ethical charters, and the
activation of the role of media and regulatory institutions, in line with the conclusion of most
previous studies in this field.
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