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Abstract:
This study aimed to investigate the relationship between pre-school children’s exposure to
YouTube videos and their acquired social skills. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical survey
methodology, data were collected through interviewer-administered questionnaires from a
convenience sample of 400 parents of pre-school children who watch YouTube content in
Sana'a, the capital of Yemen, during the year 2025. The study yielded several key findings: a
significant majority (78.3%) of pre-school children is exposed to the YouTube platform,
demonstrating a distinct preference for entertainment content, specifically gaming videos and
animated cartoons. Furthermore, the findings indicated that children acquire certain social
skills to a moderate degree—such as self-assertion, empathy, and personal responsibility—as
a result of viewing purposeful, targeted content. Conversely, a noticeable decline was
observed in their interpersonal communication skills. The findings also revealed a weak,
statistically significant positive correlation between the magnitude of children’s exposure to
YouTube videos and their overall acquired social skills, which subsequently influences their
level of interaction with others. Based on these findings, the study recommends that parents
implement an integrated parental mediation framework. This system should encompass
structural time management, co-viewing, continuous dialogue, and proactive guidance toward
constructive educational content to cultivate positive social dimensions in young children.
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