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Abstract:

The present study aimed to examine the phenomenon of online begging
via the Facebook platform in Libya, analyze users’ attitudes toward it, and
identify its most significant societal impacts. The study employed a descriptive-
analytical approach and used a questionnaire as a tool to collect data from a
simple random sample of 400 Facebook users in Libya. The results showed that
the phenomenon of online begging is remarkably widespread, with beggars
relying on various persuasive strategies that focus on emotional and religious
appeals. The study also revealed that 52.5% of respondents provided actual
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assistance, reflecting the strength of social motivation despite doubts about the
credibility of some cases. The study concluded with a set of recommendations,
the most important of which include the need to update legal legislation to
address this phenomenon and to establish unified national donation platforms to
ensure that donations reach those who deserve them.

Keywords: online begging, Facebook, Libya, user trends, societal
Impacts, social solidarity.
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