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Abstract:

This study addresses the problem arising from the gap between the rapid digital
transformation in the Libyan media landscape and the accompanying legislative and
professional void, which has led to the emergence of unprecedented ethical challenges.
It aimed to identify the nature of these challenges, analyze their contributing factors,
measure their impact on media credibility and societal stability in Libya, and formulate
a proposed framework for enhancing professional responsibility.
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The research sought to answer key questions concerning the nature and severity
of ethical challenges, the factors influencing them, their effects on public trust and
credibility, their implications for social cohesion, and potential mechanisms for
addressing them.

Employing an analytical descriptive methodology, the study administered a
questionnaire to a sample of 88 Libyan media practitioners to observe and diagnose
the field reality.

The findings revealed the dominance of challenges related to “the spread of
rumors” and “prioritizing speed over accuracy,” identifying the "absence of
legislation™ and "political pressures™ as the most significant contributing factors. The
study confirmed a strong positive correlation between unethical practices, the erosion
of media credibility, and the destabilization of societal stability.

The study concluded by proposing a set of practical recommendations,
emphasizing the urgent need to enact digital legislation, establish an independent
regulatory body, enhance training on professional ethics and self-censorship among
media professionals, alongside promoting media literacy for the public.

Keywords :Digital Media, Ethical Challenges, Societal Stability, Professional Ethics.
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