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Abstract:

This study aims to explore and analyze the attitudes of academic and media elites in Libya
toward the phenomenon of fake news circulating on social media platforms and its profound
impact on Libyan society. The study adopted the descriptive-analytical approach and used a
questionnaire as the main data collection tool, administered to a purposive sample of 200
Libyan academics and media professionals. Data were analyzed using the Statistical Package
for the Social Sciences (SPSS) to calculate frequencies, percentages, means, and standard
deviations, in addition to testing differences between groups.

The findings revealed a high level of awareness among the elites regarding the dangers of
fake news, with 80% of respondents agreeing that it poses an existential threat to social
security and political stability. The results also indicated variation in individuals’ ability to
distinguish fake news, alongside broad agreement on its role in weakening trust in media and
official institutions and misleading public opinion. Furthermore, the study showed that the
elites propose integrated solutions, including strengthening media literacy, developing
institutional mechanisms for fact-checking, and enacting deterrent legislation.

The study recommends integrating media and information literacy into university curricula,
establishing national fact-checking observatories, and updating laws to combat digital
misinformation while ensuring freedom of expression.

Keywords: Fake News, Media Disinformation, Academic Elites, Media Elites, Social Media,
Social Security.
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