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Abstract:

This study sought to monitor the exposure patterns of university youth in the city of Sebha to
podcasts. It aimed to identify the motives behind their interest in following podcasts and the
cultural gratifications achieved, in addition to evaluating the actual role of podcasts in
developing cultural awareness. This study belongs to the category of descriptive research and
utilized a questionnaire as the primary data collection tool. The study was applied to a sample
of (96) individuals from the community at the University of Sebha.

The study reached several key findings, most notably:
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- The results revealed that members of the sample "rarely” follow podcast programs, at a
rate of 57.3%.

- The findings indicated that the duration of following podcast programs was "governed by
circumstances” for 54.2% of the respondents.

- YouTube emerged as the most preferred platform among the sample members for
following podcasts, surpassing other applications.

- The results showed that the preferred content formats for podcasts were "Talk Shows"
(interviews with guests), followed by "Storytelling” programs.

- The study found that the primary motives for use and the gratifications achieved were
"obtaining new information™ and "temporal and spatial flexibility for education,” while the
motive to "participate in university cultural activities" ranked last.

- The results indicated that the most prominent cultural topics respondents were keen to
follow were "Religious and Value-based" topics (16.7%), followed by "Literature and
Languages” (14.5%), while "Science and Technology" programs ranked at the bottom
(8.8%).

- The study concluded that the role of podcasts in developing cultural awareness was high,
specifically through providing respondents with new intellectual terms and concepts and
correcting some of their misconceptions.

Keywords: Podcast, Cultural Awareness, University Youth, Sebha City.
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