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Semiotic Sign Indicators and Their Applications in Visual Dramatic Text

(Screenplay)
The Mummy as a Case Study
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Abstract:

The film “The Mummy” is one of the Arab films that captured critics’ attention for the
qualitative shift it brought to Egyptian cinema in particular, and Arab cinema in general. The
film embodies multiple aesthetic dimensions, especially in its subject matter (as a text) which
constructs the dramatic work through various formal configurations that enrich its aesthetic
values. It presents creative and analytical visions of the formal and semantic values of
Pharaonic civilization in Egypt, manifested through several artistic elements. The script works
toward reviving Egyptian cultural consciousness, reaffirming its identity and restoring respect
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for its ancient heritage—serving as a new and contemporary approach to expressing identity
in the face of overwhelming Western domination.

The film distinctly addresses the issue of antiquities smuggling, depicting both the tribal
aspect of smuggling and its social and national dimensions. The formal configurations within
the work have a profound impact on building the dramatic structure, as they express the
underlying themes that unfold throughout the narrative and reflect social realities. Thus, the
film carries a social message that forms a visual discourse, allowing vision through the eye to
engage the mind, thought, and emotion in perceiving the language of form, line, color, and
space—whether through visible or hidden systems governing the image’s construction.

This composition demonstrates balance, harmony, and control over diverse formal and
material masses, along with variation in form and visual relationships that give the image its
artistic value. The realism of the subject matter, as a complete artistic work, is enveloped in
harmonious symbolism that the viewer can appreciate and emotionally engage with.

Keywords : Semiotic Sign Indicators, Dramatic Text, The Mummy Film
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