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Abstract:
In recent years, the media landscape has undergone profound transformations as a result of

advances in digital communication technologies, positioning digital media as one of the most
influential tools in shaping political orientations and public opinion. This study aims to
investigate the role of digital media in shaping the political attitudes of postgraduate students
at the Faculty of Media, University of Benghazi, using the events in Gaza as an applied case
study to illustrate this impact.

The study employed a descriptive approach and utilized an electronic questionnaire to collect
data from a sample of sixty (60) postgraduate students enrolled in master’s and doctoral
programs at the Faculty of Media, University of Benghazi.

The research sought to examine the extent to which digital media contributes to the formation
of political orientations among postgraduate students, to identify the nature of their attitudes
toward the Gaza events, and to explore their perspectives on how digital platforms covered
these events, the most influential platforms, and the degree of their engagement with media
content concerning the aggression on Gaza.

The findings revealed that digital media constitutes a primary source of information for 90%
of postgraduate students and that it has played a significant role, to varying extents, in shaping
their political orientations toward the Palestinian cause. Social media platforms were
identified as the most influential medium, accounting for 78.3%. Moreover, the results
indicated that most respondents expressed a positive and supportive stance toward the
Palestinian cause, influenced by the extensive coverage and emotionally resonant
humanitarian content disseminated through digital media during the aggression on Gaza.

The study concludes that digital media has become a pivotal agent in shaping political
orientations among academics and postgraduate students, contributing to the enhancement of
political awareness of Arab issues—particularly those with humanitarian and political
dimensions such as the Gaza issue.

The study recommends the strategic utilization of digital media to foster political awareness
grounded in rational analysis and credibility and advocates for the inclusion of topics related
to digital media and its political and social implications within university media curricula.

Keywords: Digital Media, Political Orientations, Gaza Events.
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