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Abstract:

Contemporary societies have witnessed rapid digital transformations that have affected
all aspects of life, including education, work, and social communication, leading to the
emergence of new forms of crime known as “cybercrime,” such as digital fraud, identity theft,
hacking, and online blackmail. University students, particularly those in the Faculty of Media
and Communication, are among the most exposed groups due to their extensive use of the
internet and social media platforms.

This study aims to explore the role of media in raising awareness of cybercrime from
the perspective of students at the Faculty of Media and Communication, University of M’sila,
and to determine its impact on building digital awareness and preventive behavior among
students. The research employed a descriptive-analytical approach, using a questionnaire
divided into three main axes: the level of exposure to digital media content, the influence of
media on adopting safe digital behavior, and the variation in media impact according to the
type of media (traditional vs. digital). The study sample consisted of 30 students, and the
validity and reliability of the questionnaire were verified using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient,
along with expert review to ensure objectivity.

The results indicated that regular exposure to media content, whether through
traditional or digital channels, is associated with increased awareness of digital risks.
Participants acknowledged the importance of media in providing them with the necessary
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information and guidance to protect their accounts and personal data. Media also contributed
to promoting safe digital behavior, although its practical impact on daily digital practices was
less evident compared to cognitive awareness. The study revealed differences in media
effectiveness depending on the type of channel, with traditional media being more effective in
raising awareness, while digital media offered better clarity and accessibility but was less
influential in motivating practical safe behavior.

These findings suggest that combining traditional and digital media with interactive
activities can enhance the effectiveness of awareness campaigns on both knowledge and
preventive behavior. The study highlights the importance of developing integrated media
content that protects university youth from digital risks and promotes a culture of digital
safety in the academic environment.

Keywords: Media, Cybercrime, Digital Awareness, Preventive Behavior, University Students
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