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Abstract:
Open Access to information represents one of the most significant contemporary
challenges in the knowledge society, as it contributes to the dissemination of
knowledge, the promotion of the principles of equity and information
democracy, and the availability of intellectual output without financial, legal, or
technical restrictions. Libraries and information institutions, in particular, play a
pivotal role in achieving the principles of Open Access through the adoption of
Open Access policies, support for Open Access initiatives, the establishment of
digital repositories, and alignment with Open Publishing policies.

This study aims to clarify the concept of Open Access to information and to
analyze the most prominent challenges faced by libraries and information
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Institutions in its implementation, as well as to highlight ways of enhancing their
institutional standing within the global digital environment through the
formulation of national policies and clear strategic frameworks in this field. The
study reveals that the concept of Open Access to information was well
recognized in Arab intellectual heritage since early times, gaining further clarity
during the Islamic civilization, where knowledge dissemination was associated
with concepts such as habs (endowment) and waqf. Contrary to claims that
Open Access emerged only with the advent of the Internet in the third
millennium, the study demonstrates that the Internet has merely served as an
effective technological tool that significantly facilitated Open Access to
information and enabled direct availability of global knowledge resources.

Key words: Libraries and information institutions - Information open Access to-
Digital Repositories.
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