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Abstract:

This study aims to identify the status of data journalism in Yemen, from the Yemeni data
Journalists’ perspective. The study covered 41 journalists for the purpose of data collection
through questionnaires. The theoretical foundation of the study is based on Media Richness
Theory. The study has revealed various results, notably the following:

- The study respondents have indicated that the first skill that data journalists should
have been how to deal with data to come up with media reports from data bases. And more
than half of the respondent data journalists have indicated that they have been trained on data
journalism, mostly through trainings conducted by civil society organizations.

- The study respondents have demonstrated varied views on the concept of data
journalism.
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- Most of the topics addressed by the study respondents using data journalism are social,
then economic, and thirdly political. According to the respondents, the main mechanisms to
find data for their stories are searching in the open sources, followed by searching in open
databases of local and international non-governmental organizations, and social research
methods (including interviews, questionnaires, and media polls), respectively.

- Responding data journalists have confirmed that national infrastructure and basic
services deterioration is at the top of the list of major challenges hindering data journalism in
Yemeni media. The control of leadership positions in media institutions by individuals who
are apprehensive of improving media work comes second.

Keywords: data journalism; journalists.
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