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Abstract:
There is a controversial argument about suitability and usefulness of teaching and

learning English methods. Language teaching methods« in general« have shed light
on the language teaching theories and application. This paper tries to compare the
role of some methods in teaching grammar such as: Grammar-Translation Method«
Direct Methods< and Communicative Approach in teaching Grammar« in order to
gain a better benefit from their application in teaching and learning English
Language.

Keywords: Teaching Methods and approaches« Grammar-Translation Method

Direct Method < Audio-lingual Method <« Communicative Approach

1. Introduction
Language teaching has a long wonderful history. The language teaching methods

have developed rapidly over the last years. Nagaraj(2012:9) says: “Most of the
theories of language teaching that are around today have emerged over the last
years”.

The names of many of the methods(Grammar-Translation Method« Direct Method:
Audio-lingual Method« and Communicative Approach etc.) are familiar enough:«
but some methods are not easy to grasp in practice because a method is more than
a single strategy or a particular technique. As a part of language teaching theoriess
these methods derived partly or slightly from psychological or educational
circumstances. Therefore< to some degree« they represent a combination of

language teaching beliefs. It is a fact that the name given to a method often comes
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from one or more features and there are many more features that are overlooked.
Since« the sentence structure is the basic unit in language practice« it is very
important in teaching« and learning English language« the researcher is going to

present teaching grammatical structures through some of teaching methods.

2.1 Grammar-Translation method(GTM)
According to Stern(1999:455)¢ the theoretical assumptions underlying the GTM

consider the second language as a system of rules to be observed and related to the
first language rules and meanings. Thus« this method emphasizes the teaching of
the L2 grammar« and regards language learning as an intellectual activity of rule-
learning and memorization by applying the grammatical rules in translation practice
from and into the second language. He states that: "The first language is maintained
as the reference system in the acquisition of the second language"(lbid). The
principal features of the GTM as stated by Richards and Rodgers(2015:3-4) are: the
aim of studying a second language is to learn it in order to read its literature.
Learning a second language through understanding and analyzing its grammatical
rules by application of these rules in translation exercises. Moreoverc many
vocabulary items are taught with the first language equivalents for the sake of
translation. It concentrates on translating sentences from and into the second
language since the sentence is the basic unit in language practice. It emphasizes
training the learners to write the language accurately. Using the first language to
explain the second language words and sentences« and to help the learners to
compare the two languages. Teaching grammar in detail¢ i.e.c introducing
grammatical rules and analyzing them«< then practicing these rules through
translation exercises. Fletcher(1997:153) summarizes some of the main features of
GTM as: the vocabulary depends on the texts selected. Teaching English¢ in this
method¢ begins with rules« isolated vocabulary items« paradigms and translation.
Easy classics are then translated« vocabulary is divided into lists of words to be
memorized; but there is little relationship between the vocabulary of successive
lessons.

This method came out as a result of teaching Latin. Rivers(1984:28) points out that
"This method cannot be traced back to the tents of any particular master teacher:

but it is clearly rooted in the formal teaching of Latin and Greek which prevailed in
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arrangement used by Ollendorff in his lessons became standard: a statement of the
rule« followed by a vocabulary list and translation exercises". The teachers' role is
to teach the grammatical rules with examples. Teachers teach in the mother tongue
with little active use of the English language. Learners translate literary extracts
from the target language into their mother tongue. The students read comprehensive
texts and try to answer the questions about the text. They have to do their best to
learn the rules and memorize a list of vocabulary. Typical exercises include words
and sentences that must be translated to practice the grammatical rules being
focused on in the lesson. Teachers and learners maintain traditional roles of
knowledge transmitter and knowledge receiver.

Opponents of this method stated that it is very difficult for learners to develop
listening and speaking skills when little time is given to these skills. Advocates
claim that it is possible to move on to more fluent comprehension and to develop
listening and speaking skills when the learner controls the language structure.
Despite the criticism levelled at GTM¢ it is still widely used today all over the world.
Needless to say that« it is one of the oldest language teaching methods. Finally:
GTM appears relatively easy to apply and it makes few demands on teachers< which
IS perhaps the exact reason of its popularity.

2.2 Direct Method(DM):
Direct Method was developed in the late nineteenth century as a response against

the GTM. Richards and Rodgers(2015: 9-10) state that the Direct Method refers to
the most widely known of the Natural methods. In the nineteenth century« advocates
of this method used it in France and Germany and it became widely known in the
United States through its use by Sauveur and Berlitz. It was reviewed as a method
when the goal of teaching a language became learning how to use it for the purpose
of communication. It was derived from the ideas of both practitioners and linguistic
scholars. Its origins goes back to the language reforms that emphasized that
language learning should be connected directly with the second language in
meaningful situations. This method has been defined by Scrivener(2009:7) as: "A
method of teaching a foreign language« especially a modern language« through

conversation« discussion« and reading in the language itself without use of the
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The first words are taught by pointing to objects or pictures¢ or by performing
actions.

This method was grounded on the observations that second language learning is
seen as analogous to the first language learning whereby pedagogic processes are
characterized by the use of the second language as a means of instruction and
communication. However« it focuses on learning sounds and simple sentences
associated with real objects related to the environment« foe example« the school:
the teacher« the tree« the garden« the house« etc. This is confirmed by Rivers(1984:
31-2) "... students learn to understand a language by listening to a great deal of it
and then they learn to speak it by speaking it associating speech with appropriate
action. The students are active in exploring new words and expression in the target
language. They also practice the target language they observed and they use it to
communicate with their friends and teacher in classroom. In the direct method:« the
teacher must transfer meanings directly in the target language through
demonstrations and visual aids. In other words« this method involves teaching a
foreign language without translations and grammar studying. This« they observed:«
was the way children learned their native language« and this was the way children
who had been transferred to a different linguistic environment acquired a second
language« apparently without difficulty.

In this method:« the learners should be accustomed to hear complete meaningful
sentences in the L2. Therefore« the teachers who use this method intend to teach
their learners how to communicate effectively in the L2. Those teachers believe that
the learners need to associate meaning and the L2 forms directly. Furthermore:« this
method requires teachers who are native speakers or have native-like fluency in the
foreign language they teach< but in practice« it is difficult to meet these
requirements. The teacher must transfer meanings directly in the target language

through demonstrations and visual aids.

2.3 Audio-lingual Method(ALM)
Audio-lingual method emerged in the 1960's. It was derived from linguistics and

psychology. Brown(2007: 242) stated that “Structural linguistics had provided tools
for dissecting language into its smallest parts...« and behavioural psychology had
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presents language learning in terms of stimulus and response« operant conditioning¢
and reinforcement. Seaton(1982: 121) said that the most common means of
presenting language is made through the use of dialogues< with an emphasis on
techniques such as mimicry< memorization. This method was characterized by the
separation of the four skills(listening« speaking« reading« and writing) and it focuses
on listening and speaking skills without reference to L1. Reading and writing are
not neglected but postponed.
The audio-lingual method as Varalakshmi and Al-ashab(2009: 41) presents
language units in terms of sentence patterns. Grammatical rules should not be
explained. Grammar is taught by inductive way. Larsen-Freeman and
Anderson(2011: 42) said that: "The rules necessary to use the target language will
be figured out or induced from examples”. This means that grammar should not be
introduced to students directly.
This method was spread all over the world at that time because the main points of
it has been summarized in the form of five slogans to guide teachers in applying the
results of linguistic research to the preparation of teaching materials and to
classroom techniques(see Stern< 1999: 463).

1. Language is speech¢ not writing.

2. A language is what its native speakers say« not what someone thinks they

ought to say.
3. Languages are different.
4. A language is a set of habits.

5. Teach the language« not about the language.

Language learning is seen as repetition and imitation of dialogues and sentences.
The teachers' role in Audio-lingual Method is; therefore« to make students learn to
use the language automatically« forming new habits in the new language. This goal
minimizes student creativity and production in the language. The method is
basically a teacher-dominant one. Students listen to the model of dialog by the
teacher« the students repeat the words« sentences and dialogue as accurately as
possible. Students are made to memorize the dialogue line by line. Learners mimic

the teacher or a tape listening carefully to all features of the spoken target language.
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In spite of these conditions¢ audiolingualism was also criticized in many ways.
Firste its theoretical foundation was attacked as being unsound in terms of both
language theory and learning theory by Chomsky's theory of Transformational
Grammar(TG); second: the practical results fell short of expectations and students
were often found to be unable to transfer skills acquired through audiolingualism to
real communication outside the classroom. Thereforec« it ignores the communicative

competence in teaching practice.

2.4 Communicative Approach(CA)
The origins of Communicative Approach goes back to the 1980s when British

language teaching traditions were ready for changing for the sake of developing
teaching methodology. There is the influence of Chomsky's criticism« which claims
that all the existing structural language theories were not capable enough to meet
the basic features of language creativity. Therefore« the British linguists focus on
putting more emphasis on communicative proficiency in language teaching rather
than on mastering of structures. This approach is derived from the Speech Act
Theory« which concerns with all functions and uses of language.

According to Bussmann(2006:201) this approach can be called a method:« regards
language learning as a process that develops from interaction between students¢
teachers« books and activities. It engages students in negotiation and individual
expression in activities. Language skills are regarded as interdependent where the
development of one skill depends on the extent of the development of the other
skills.

This communicative approach aims to make communicative competence the goal
of language teaching« and develops procedures for teaching the four skills that
acknowledge the interdependence of language and communication. It encourages
activities that involve real communication and carry out meaningful tasks. It
believes that language is meaningful to the learner supports the learning process.
the learners are communicators. They need to use the language to communicate
information« share ideas and complete meaningful tasks. A student in
Communicative Approach far differs from a student using the Audio-lingual
method because CA focuses on student verbal interaction while Audio-lingual

relies on the student listening to and responding to recordings. The teacher's role
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is a facilitator and advisor. Firstc he / she sets up a communicative task. Then« as
the learners carry out the task« he /she offers advice and encouragement. The teacher
can also be co-communicator in a task.

Language learners are expected to be negotiators« teachers to be an organizer« a
guide« an analystc a counsellor< or a group process manager. It helps learners
develop linguistic competence as well as communicative competence. However:
this method is like the audio-lingual method does not explain the grammatical rules
to learners but keeps them to the learners to catch them from the context. It presents
every language and it is given more importance than grammatical structures.

Communicative uses is primary and grammatical structures are secondary.

3. Conclusion
Each of the different methods has contributed new elements and has attempted to

deal with some issues of language learning. However« they derived in different
historical context: stressed different social and educational needs and have different
theoretical consideration.

Therefore« this paper shows that Grammar-Translation method is the best method
among these methods in teaching grammar and structure. The Direct method comes
at the second place whereas grammar is taught inductively through the audio-lingual
method and Communicative Approach. Again¢ in teaching practice« in order to
apply these methods effectively and efficiently« practitioners should take these
questions in mind: who the learners are< what their current level of language is«
what sort of grammar needs they have« and the circumstances in which they will be
using English in the future< and so on. In other words¢< no single method could
guarantee successful results.
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Abstract
Communication is regarded the most crucial abilities for language learners
in the twenty-first century. Learners at different educational levels may find it
challenging to learn how to speak English. Numerous things contribute to this:
including psychological reasons. The psychology of humanity plays a significant
role in every learning situation and environment. Language skills¢ such as speaking¢
are greatly affected by psychological variables. The goal of the study was to
pinpoint the psychological elements that negatively affect students’ English
language competency. To accomplish the research's primary goal« a quantitative
technique was adopted. Twenty Libyan students were chosen for the study. A
questionnaire was used to collect data. According to the research findings:
psychological problems including shyness¢ anxiety« lack of confidence« and
motivational issues prevent students from speaking in English classrooms. The fear
of being teased by their peers was a prevalent source of those variables« such as fear
of making mistakes.
Keywords: Psychological factors¢ Libyan students« English speaking« Classroom
environment¢
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Introduction
The language is the greatest tool for communication between people. Whether it is
English¢< Arabic« or another language« individuals use it for interacting with each
other. Someone should have a solid knowledge of the language being used in order
to communicate effectively. In simple terms« it is important to understand the four
abilities required to grasp any language. The ability to speak is given precedence in
this procedure since communicating well with people is the primary objective of
learning any language(Al-Qaderic 2017). Studying a new language assists students
achieve their long-term goals and opens up new opportunities. Many people
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throughout the globe who are learning languages do so to improve their speaking
abilities. People can talk for a variety of reasons(Namaziandost and Nasri<(2019).
For example« engaging in unstructured discussions would serve the objective of
establishing social relationships with others. On the other side«< while having a
conversation with an individual« the goal is to share viewpoints< convince people
of a certain thing< or provide data. Communicating is used in different
circumstances to direct others or carry out tasks. Speaking can also be used to make
demands¢ complaint about the actions of others¢ describe things< and amuse
listeners. In a multitude of industries« including tourist activity« higher education:
commerce« sports¢ gaming« and cultural activities¢ English today is key language
for bringing together individuals from many different nations. After being cut off
diplomatically for more than 30 years« Libya's reunion with the outside world in the
2000s sparked the growth of the country's educational system. Wide-ranging
improvements in education were made in Libya over the past two decades:
especially in language instruction< to advance the conventional pedagogical
methods that were the hallmark of the educational system(Ahmed« 2018).

It is known that the acquisition of the foreign language(FL) is too difficult:
particularly if the learner is in a country in which the language they are studying is
neither the native nor the primary language. Despite years of assessing their
semantic and syntactic skills« students often worry about improving their ability to
communicate orally. They have undoubtedly also felt the frustration of feeling
unable to contribute meaningfully to FL's spoken conversation. Four key abilities
must be mastered in order to learn a foreign language: the ability to listen« speak¢
read« and write(Hamad« and Seyyedi« 2020). Even though students often do well on
exams:« they have trouble communicating in English< mostly because there are not
enough opportunities for them to participate in oral communication in language
classrooms. In group and pair discussions« students frequently switch to their native
tongues(L1) and use code-switching to avoid speaking in front of others in English
language(L2)(Qureshi et.al 2020). Consequently« learning foreign language is a
challenging task. It is said to be the most complicated and challenging talent to
learn. It necessitates learning not just how¢ when¢< and why to interact¢ but
additionally how to produce and manage complicated situations(Leong and
Ahmadi« 2017). Understanding its grammar and semantic regulations is not enough.
The understanding of how native speakers utilize the language in contexts ought to
be known by language learners. Because of this« it appears to be challenging for
EFL students to communicate in the target language smoothly and effectively in
social settings.

The prevalence of local languages that are strongly ingrained in the linguistic
growth of Arab societies has made it difficult for Arab governments to embrace
English as a foreign language. However« since globalization has advanced: all
countries now need to develop a language that is widely used. As a resultc English
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has been introduced in depth at multiple institutions all throughout the Arab
countries. Libya is one of the country attempting to offer English language
instruction to students as a foreign language. The procedure itself was the issue; the
key issues were poor motivations amongst instructors and students in and an
unfavourable perspective towards English learning. In the latter part of the 1980s¢
English language instruction was banned in both colleges and public educational
institutions. As a result of its negative consequences¢< an innovative English
language education curriculum was implemented in 2000¢(Asswail< 2020). The
globe is aware of the most recent occurrences in Libya¢ yet it is important to
understand what led up to them in order to provide the framework for English
language teaching and learning in Libya. An innovative English language education
curriculum was implemented in 2000¢(Asswail< 2020). The globe is aware of the
most recent occurrences in Libya« yet it is important to understand what led up to
them in order to provide the framework for English language teaching and learning
in Libya. A stronger education in foreign languages overall< and English in specific«
were urgently needed in Libya after the discovery of natural gas and oil there in the
1950s in order to boost the nation's economy. Political conflicts between Libya's
previous Gaddafi stage and the West« notably the USA« arose during its more than
four decades of dominance(Aloreibi and Carey:« 2017).

The psychological difficulties are undoubtedly considered major issues that
currently effect on students’ abilities speaking English fluently. Why do
investigators prioritize psychology? Since they think that psychology is the primary
factor in most English learning students being successful in their English-
speaking abilities Najatcet.al 2019. While analysis shows that the majority of
English learners possess an acceptable knowledge of vocabulary or grammar:« the
majority of them have difficulty speaking the language despite having learned it for
a long time Alaraj<(2017). Thus« it is not just a matter of syntax or language but
also of psychology: self-belief¢ self-assurance« and strong thoughts about oneself
Irfani<(2018). The majority of English learners lack self-confidence. They
constantly worry about making mistakes« and some become reserved since they are
uncomfortable communicating in the target languages. They need to quit dwelling
on their errors and underestimating themselves if they are to get over their worries
and concerns(Bourezzane« 2014). Highly complicated procedures are involved in
the instruction and understanding of foreign languages« particularly when speaking
is included. In addition< owing to the linguistic disparities between English and
students' native languagesc communicating is seen to be the hardest aspect of
learning English for language learners(Huwari< 2019). Because of the obstacles
they could face« not all language learners are able to speak English clearly and
smoothly. In the age of globalization« communicating is also crucial. Being able to
explain and convey one's own new ideas and thoughts with such talent might make
it simple for an individual to obtain a job and succeed in their line of work(Zrekat
and Al-Sohbani« 2022).
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The majority of students frequently assess their language acquisition progress
and the achievement of their English course based on the extent that they believe
their ability to speak has grown. Because speaking is seen to be the most difficult
aspect of learning a languages instructors should concentrate their efforts on helping
their students(Haidara« 2016). By giving their students speaking exercises that
allow them to use English¢ instructors must in this way provide their students
with additional opportunities with each others. In this context« it has been noted in
the research that psychological issues like shyness and anxiety are seen to be the
key contributors to students' unwillingness to speak. Speaking difficulties among
students are mostly brought on by timidity or anxiousness. Each of these impacts
points out how crucial it is for educators to assist students in minimizing these
emotions in order to maximize their learning of English as a language(Al-
Nakhalah¢ 2016). Currently« "long-term learning™ has drawn increased focus as a
means of enhancing English language learning. It has been emphasized that learning
English is achievable outside of a formal school setting« even at home. Learning
outside of the classroom might differ from learner to learner(Suwaed« 2019).

The fear of committing mistakes and being laughed are considered a few of the
reasons why students rarely communicate in English. In other terms« it may be
claimed that individuals lack confidence in their ability to speak English. Thuse it
is necessary to undertake a study into the methods lecturer apply to encourage their
students to learn English and boost their self-confidence why students rarely
communicate in English. In other terms¢ it may be claimed that individuals lack
confidence in their ability to speak English. Thus¢ it is necessary to undertake
a study into the methods a lecturer apply to encourage their students to learn English
and boost their self-confidence. The fundamentals of studying and imparting
speaking abilities; the numerous duties and tasks connected to improving
communication abilities; and« lastlyc how to demonstrate pronouncing for
communicating with students. The goal of the present research is to address this gap
by assisting instructors in identifying issues and exploring challenges that students
from schools have when speaking English in everyday situations(Sutarsyah« 2017).
Objectives of the study
The primary objective of this study is: -

- to highlight some frequent mistakes made by students at Azzaytuna University«
Faculty of Languages and Translation who are majoring in English. The results of
this research will subsequently shed light on the significance of every student in the
classroom use English. Additionally:« the investigator was able to identify several
strategies that aid and encourage students to speak English fluently. This study was
conducted to clarify the following three queries:

a-Which area of psychological«< language« and the learning environment has the
most impact on the English-speaking abilities of Azzaytuna University students in
the fifth to eighth semesters?
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b-What are the most typical speaking difficulties that from the standpoint of the
students< have a negative impact on students in each area of psychological¢
language« and the learning environment?

c-What strategies exist for English lecturers for dealing with difficulties in the
English-speaking classroom? The goal of this investigation is to identify some
typical mistakes English students from Azzaytuna University make during oral
skills classes. Useful references with possible answers would help students< who
excel in English specially to reduce their mistakes. Following that« students may
make the necessary corrections« learn how to improve their speaking abilities and
ensure that they never experience those issues again.

Literature review

Several studies have been conducted around psychological difficulties in speaking
English fluently that face EFL students like«(Abduh and Khan<«(2023)« Halali«
et.al<«(2021)¢ Mukarromah«(2022)¢ Musa«(2023)« Guebba«(2020)« Haroun and
Othman«(2020). All researchers have tried to tackle the psychological problems
which face EFL learners.

Abduh and Khan«(2023) conducted in Saudi Arabia to look at the methods of
speaking used by EFL students and to identify a few possible psychological
difficulties with interaction that may arise. As part of a combined both qualitative
and quantitative technique« questionnaires and deep conversations were used in the
investigation as the methods for achieving this goal. Throughout the academic year
2022-2023¢ a sample of 100 Najran University College of Languages and
Translation pupils enrolling in different grades undertook surveying and interviews.
The interviews were semi-structured contained statements on psychological
problems such as low self-worth« nervousness« and lack of courage. The research
revealed that pupils frequently experienced psychological problems« such as poor
self-esteem and an absence of self-confidence« which inhibited them from speaking
English along with other languages. The study emphasizes the urgent requirement
of improving English proficiency across all stages of higher learning while
concentrating on pupil’s views of English-speaking abilities. The results of the
study indicate that pupils may employ speaking tactics to get over their interaction
challenges.

Libyan language students were listed as the seventh-largest ethnic category of
students registered in Malaysian higher educational institutes in 2017. Libyan
students have the chance to learn and advance their subjects of study at Malaysian
universities because the language of administration there is English. While
conversing and listening difficulties brought on by anxiety about languages and past
educational experiences may make it difficult for Libyan students to communicates
intellectual participation is necessary for academic achievement in such settings.
The students create mediated approaches to learning in reaction to these elements.
As aresult: the present investigation examined the difficulties with listening in class
faced by Libyan students as well as the solutions employed.
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Halalic et.al(2021)¢ performed an internet-based assessment with 223
respondents using an informative« mixed-mode« sequenced study format. They also
carried out 15 focus groups and interviews along with the gathering of notes from
the field and member verification. Whenever spoken language anxiousness and past
educational experiences modulate the impacts of listening obstacles and the
application of techniques aimed at resolving themc« it has been observed that
language issues have an impact on educational listening approaches. The outcomes
of the investigation led the researchers to conclude that participants ought to
consider severely the difficulties encountered by Libyan foreign learners as a
consequence of their poor previous educational experiences. So« the new studies
should pay attention to the responsibilities of prior education and psychological
variables in order to shed more light on the causes as well as better comprehend the
educational endeavours of international pupils at ESL organisations.
Mukarromah«(2022) conducted a study on speaking-focused English Department
third-semester pupils from Classes A« B¢« and C at the University of Islam Malang.
Questionnaires and interviews are the techniques employed. Ten inquiries on the
survey and two in the interview inquire concerning pupil issues. The questionnaire's
original data came from an earlier investigation. Information is statistically and
qualitatively evaluated. The results of the investigation revealed that a significant
number of pupils struggle with nervousness« lack of concentration« and difficulty
maintaining concentration while speaking in English¢ all of that is connected to
psychological factors of their challenges. Additional< problems with linguistic
features include an absence of vocabulary« poor pronunciation« and inadequate
grammatical understanding. In the end« the College of Islamic Malang's third-
semester English Department student’s experiences unique challenges in learning
to speak English. But a great deal of pupils struggles with nervousness and a lack
of vocabulary due to linguistic as well as psychological problems. The author hopes
that the findings of this research may aid teachers in identifying the challenges that
their pupils face and in devising solutions. Since they are aware of the nature of
their issues¢ the pupils can also develop individual coping mechanisms. The
investigator expects that the findings of this analysis will give the next researchers
who are interested in pursuing a connected issue more information. In the third
academic year of the English department at the University of Islamic Malang« this
study will only help faculty in developing their own ways of resolving students'
difficulties with language learning(Mukarromah« 2022).

Musa«(2023) conducted a research in solving the fluency of speaking English
difficulties. This investigation aims to find out what variables learners think about
studying English as a second language at Zanzibar's higher education institutions.
A computerized technique was used for the investigation. Desk analysis is used to
describe additional information or data that may be gathered without using
fieldwork. Desk analysis mainly entails gathering information from already-
existing resources; as a result« it is frequently seen as an inexpensive option when
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compared with field studies¢ with the primary costs being executive time:«
communication costs¢ and directory. As a resultc the research was based on
previously published papers« figures« and analyses. By internet-based journals and
libraries¢ it was simple to obtain this supplementary material. The results of the
investigation on the variables impacting students’ views regarding studying English
as a second language in higher education institutions in Zanzibar« Tanzania« showed
that there are cognitive and practical deficits. Basic empirical research has shown
that attitudes elements may be divided into two basic categories: internal variables
and external influences. The pupil's level of fascinations confidence« and
comprehension of vocabulary< anxiousness¢ readiness for taking chances:
inquisitiveness« and understanding of the importance of English was among the
internal aspects that have been taken into account. Individually Remarkable Service
to Theories¢ Practise« and Policies this study will offer insightful information to
policy makers« educational leaders« and instructors of foreign languages in higher
education institutions. It especially seeks to pinpoint efficient methods for
developing an accessible learning atmosphere that aids students in their
comprehension of an adaptation to foreign language training. Within as well as
outside of English as a Foreign Language(EFL) teaching contexts: it is advised that
people refrain from acting disruptively. This behavior might include being late«
taking unannounced absences« and using jokes that are in appropriate.
Guebba«(2020) has done a study about difficulties of speaking English. He
investigated the relationship among Moroccan EFL pupils towards spoken and their
ability to speak. This will achieve good results¢ if the students have a positive
attitude toward learning a foreign language. Therefore« the present research initially
examined Moroccan EFL students' views towards speaking in class before
establishing a connection between such attitudes and their ability to speak. A survey
and a verbal test were the two main tools used in the study's project for gathering
information. The spoken test yields information on the degree of ability to speak of
EFL learners¢ while the questionnaire yields information about their perspectives
towards communicating in the educational setting. Pupils from Kenitra City's Ibn-
Abbad Secondary High School who are proficient in English as a Foreign Language
are the learning's participants. First-year bachelor students specializing in Art were
the aim of the study. They were equally divided between males and females. There
were 80 pupils in all that are taking part. The results of the present study« in contrast
to Gardner'sc suggest a negative association between attitude and speaking ability.
The results of the investigation about the opinions of the respondents towards
speaking in class demonstrate that they have a good affective and intellectual
perspective on it and an unfavourable behavioural perspective. Contrarily« the
correlational results show a negative association between the informant's degree of
competency and their good attitudes about participating in class. Numerous
linguistic and non-linguistic elements both contribute to and describe this negative
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association. The current investigation also makes some recommendations for future
research and instructional consequences.

Haroun and Othman«(2020) conducted a research about speaking English. The
intended purpose of this investigation is to pinpoint the issues that students run into
when studying dialogues in English as a foreign language. The investigation also
looked at the link between the achievements of pupils and the position played by
the teacher in the learning environment« as well as some practical methods to help
pupils communicate English more fluently. The scientists employed a descriptive-
analytical approach. Data gathering procedures included an oral assessment and a
four-item questionnaire. As a case investigation« the research sampling included
100 pupils from various disciplines from the first year of the faculty of instruction
in EI-Marj at Benghazi University. Simple calculations for averages with respect to
the questionnaires were used to analyze the data. The investigation's primary
findings were that expressing themselves is a challenge for pupils learning.
Although learning English might be challenging for Arabic speakers¢ there is a
strong correlation between enough practice« earlier exposure to English¢ and
effective communication. It is advised that both within and outside of the learning
environment« pupils should be motivated to express themselves in English. They
shouldn't be permitted to use Arabic in English-speaking classes. It is highly
advised that children learn the English language earlier on
Problem Statement
Numerous variables¢ internally as well as externallyc might contribute to the
weaknesses of learners and low levels of proficiency. Internal elements arise from
students including an absence of confidence« nervousness« and a negative mindset
regarding studying the intended language. The incapacity to utilize the English
language« both within and outside of universities¢ is one among numerous external
problems:« on the contrary.

Research Methodology

This study aims to investigate the challenges Libyan students at Azzaytuna
University encounter while trying to improve their English-speaking skills. It
illustrates the study design and data-gathering techniques. Additionally« it describes
how participants were chosen« the data processing techniques« and the evaluation
of the research.

Research Design

The scope of the issue« the goal of the investigation« and the researcher's objectives
should all be taken into consideration while choosing a research technique. The
investigation employed a mixed-method technique. An overall grasp of the study
topic is provided by the quantitative information and the evaluation that follows. A
qualitative investigation also sought to offer a thorough debate. Participants
discussed their personal conditions¢ thoughts¢ histories¢ social and material
circumstances. As a result¢ qualitative as well as quantitative techniques were
employed in this study to examine the potential speaking skill barriers that students
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may face. Gathering information required the employment of both approaches. The
necessary information was gathered via the use of questionnaires in order to provide
an extensive understanding of how students are growing their speaking abilities.
Data Collection Instrument

A questionnaire was used as an approach to acquire information for this research.
The selected population of this study were twenty students from fifth to eighth
semesters« Faculty of Languages and Translation at Azzaytuna University.
Students’ Questionnaire

Closed-ended English-designed queries were employed in students'
questionnaire. A quantifiable questionnaire was used to assist the researcher in
gathering information from the target population. Anything written document that
provides participants with a list of queries or assertions to which they may react by
either putting down their responses or choosing them from existing options is
referred to as a questionnaire. When it comes to the number of research findings
they provide. questionnaires are comparatively efficient. They also provide highly
visible organizations and structures. In addition to being questionnaires offer the
opportunity to select from a variety of possibilities. The questionnaire analysis
included students’ opinions and motivations for learning or their responses to
lessons and tasks in the educational setting.

There were 20 closed-ended inquiries on it. The researcher verbally instructed

respondents on how to complete a questionnaire. The twenty questions were scored
using a Likert scale with 1 strongly disagrees« 2- disagree« 3- agree« and 4 - strongly
agree.

Research instruments

There were four parts to the questionnaire. Every section had several types of item
assertions for evaluating and examining various parts of the study question« such as
the EFL learner's experiences with learning languages from elementary school to
university« as well as language and psychological speaking challenges.
Questionnaire's validity and trustworthiness

Two EFL professors and subject experts from the English Department at Tripoli
University assessed the questionnaire items after they had been modified. Following
their suggestions« the questionnaire was altered< with some questions being
removed and others being changed. The tool was updated and approved as the last
form after taking into consideration their suggestions. The study used SPSS(Version
24) for calculating Cronbach's alpha in order to assess the questionnaire's internal
uniformity and dependability along with its validity. The survey's Cronbach's alpha
score was 0.816¢« which indicates that it has a good level of dependability. As a
resultc the assessment was thought to be trustworthy.

Data Analysis

To get ready for evaluation« data was gathered and organized. Initially descriptive
statistical methods were used to analyze the study's quantitative information.
Qualitative data analysis was conducted using the Microsoft Excel program. The
student's speaking English difficulties were also identified using statistical
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analysis(frequencies). Additionally< each instructor who participated in the
research had a separate file with information gathered via inspections. The data was
saved on the computer and read often to have a better understanding of the
difficulties faced by Libyan undergraduate students who want to improve their
English-speaking abilities. The SPSS(v. 25) statistics program was used to analyze
the data. The percentages of each close-ended questionnaire response were
examined in order to calculate the proportion of study respondents whose English-
speaking proficiency was impacted by psychological factors. Every psychological
element has its own table with the data provided. The examiner additionally
examined the categorical percentage for the two agreement items and the two
disagreement itemse« in addition to the information in place of the four Likert scale
items. The outcomes and conclusions were primarily focused on the combination
of dichotomous percentages for evaluating the variations in answer distributions for
every psychological element.

Table 1: A description of the three domains’ statistical information

No Questionnaire Items Students | Mean | Level of | Percentage
opinion | Score | Problem

Q1 | lusetechnology just for entertainment C 2.14 Low 2.14%

Q2 |1 will need to speak English A 2.72 Low 2.72%
professionally« thus learning the
language is crucial.

Q3 | If someone asks me a question in C 4.12 Very 4.12%
English¢ | become nervous. High

Q4 | When 1 talk in English¢ I'm worried B 4.18 Very 4.18%
that other pupils will make fun of me. High

Q5 | I lack sufficient self-assurance when C 4.19 Very 4.19%
communicating in English. High

Q6 | It is too difficult to speak in English B 4.22 Very 4.22%
fluently in-and-outside the class High

Q7 | I think that¢ speaking in English is a C 4.15 Very 4.15%
very difficult task High

Q8 | I frequently think that other pupils C 4.32 Very 4.32%
speak English more fluently than I do. High

Q9 | Being concerned about grammatical B 4.13 Very 4.13%
errors when | speak English causes me High
to become uneasy.

Q10 | I'worry when | speak English since I'm B 4.24 Very 4.24%
afraid of mispronouncing words. High

Q11 | The ability to communicate in English A 2.44 Low 2.44%
will get me greater respect from
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others« thus learning the language is
crucial.

Q12

| will be able to communicate with
English speakers more readily if |
learn the language.

A 2.45

Low

2.85%

Q13

| worry about responding incorrectly
to statements or questions during
class.

C 4.20

Very
High

4.20%

Q14

When my instructor corrects my
speech faults in front of the class¢ |
feel under pressure.

C 3.18

High

3.18%

Q15

It's crucial that I learn English since it
will make it easier for me to
communicate with those who do.

A 2.85

Low

2.45%

Q16

| can communicate in English just as
well as the majority of my pals.

B 2.25

Low

2.25%

Q17

| try not to speak English in class since
all 1 would like is to successfully
complete the intensive course
program's final exam.

C 3.12

High

3.12%

Q18

While participating in  speaking
exercises in class¢ | am anxious that
I'l make a mistake. That's why I'd
rather not speak out.

D 3.22

High

3.22%

Q19

When it's my turn in class to engage in
speaking activities« | forget all I've
studied.

C 3.88

High

3.88%

Q20

Since I'm a shy person« | get anxious
speaking in front of other people. I
don't feel like participating in class
speaking exercises in the English
language.

C 4.01

Very
High

4.01%

*(Strongly agree-A; Agree-B; Disagree-C; Strongly Disagree-D)

The findings are divided into three fields. They are low« high< and very high
student’s psychological variables(Q3-Q10¢ Q13 & Q20)« students linguistic-related
variables(Q1l¢ Q2¢ Q11¢ Q12¢ Q15¢ Q16)« and Students' learning environment-
related variables(Q14« Q17-Q19). All of them are shown by the total of the entire
proportions for every category and the average scores of variables that impact
English learning students' speaking in Table 1 aforementioned. In Table 2¢ these

findings are described.

2023 [ 43y -(Ald) sal ¢ 21 Wb,




Psychological barriers that encounter Libyan EFL students speaking English in
and outside classrooms at Azzaytuna University.............cocovvevnnnn.. (46-25)

Table 2: Three categories' rankings« as well as their means« standard
deviations< and problem severity

Domain Average | Standard | Level of | Percentage | Rank
Mean | Deviation | problem
Score
Students’ affective 4.17 1.20 Very 41.76 1
factors High
((Q3-Q10¢ Q13 &
Q20)
Students’ linguistic- 2.47 1.08 Low 24.75
related factors 3
(QL Q2¢ Q11
Q12¢ Q15¢ Q16)
Students’ classroom | 3.35 1.12 High 33.50 2
environment related
factors
(Q14¢ Q17-Q19)
Total Average 3.33 1.13 High 33.33 -

Table 2 above shows the averages with the standard deviations: the severity of the
issue« the proportion< and the ranking of every category for the number of
difficulties it indicates for pupils learning to speak English. The student's emotional
variables« with a mean of 4.17 and a standard deviation of 1.20< come in first place.
As shown in Table 7« the total item percent reveals that 41.76% of the population
studied has trouble speaking English as a result of psychological issues. With a
mean of 3.35 and a standard deviation of 1.12¢ learning environment variables are
in second place on the list. Because of issues related to the educational setting« the
percentage shows that 33.33% of the participants had trouble speaking English. The
pupils' linguistic component comes in last place« with a mean of 2.47 and a standard
deviation of 1.08. The findings indicate that 24.75% of participants had trouble
speaking English due to the learning environment factors.

The following tables provide a summary of the findings of the subsequent research
guestions« which sought to examine how English language learners perceived their
most frequently identified speaking skills challenges. The average score as well as
the standard deviation of every item are shown in Table 4 and highlight the
respondent's most prevalent communication challenges that are connected to the
student’s psychological traits.

Table 3: Comparative data
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No Questionnaire Items Mean | Standard | Rank
Deviation

Q4 | When I talk in English¢ I'm worried that other students will | 4.18 1.25 1
make fun of me.

Q5 | I lack sufficient self-assurance when communicating in | 4.19 1.18 2
English.

Q3 | If someone asks me a question in English¢ | become | 4.12 1.17 3
nervous.

Q20 | Since I'm a shy person« | get anxious speaking in front of | 4.01 1.19 4
other people. | don't feel like participating in class speaking
exercises in the English language.

Q6 | Itistoo difficult to speak in English fluently in-and-outside | 4.22 1.32 5
the class

Q13 | I worry about responding incorrectly to statements or | 4.20 1.02 6
questions during class.

Q9 | Being concerned about grammatical errors when | speak | 4.13 1.15 7
English causes me to become uneasy.

Q10 | I worry when | speak English since I'm afraid of | 4.24 1.08 8
mispronouncing words.

Q7 | I think that¢ speaking in English is a very difficult task 4.15 1.23 9

Q8 | I frequently think that other students speak English more | 4.32 1.18 10
fluently than I do.

According to their mean score« the challenges can be ordered in Table 3 from the
greatest to the least importance. Having an average of 4.18 and a standard deviation
of 1.25¢ item 1("When I talk in English¢ I'm worried that other students will make
fun of me") holds the top spot. Having a mean of 4.19 and a standard deviation of
1.18¢ question 5—"I lack sufficient self-assurance when communicating in
English." came second. Item number 3¢ which is nervous if someone asks anything
in English< came in third place. The item four and item eight positions are taken«
accordingly« by items 20¢ 6¢ 13¢ 9« and 10. The last two answers« with the lowest
scores in this area« are "I think that« speaking in English is a very difficult task I'm
not as fluent in English as other pupils are.” Table 5 provides an illustration of the
students' language challenges.
Table 4. Rankings and statistical descriptions of the linguistic variables

No

Questionnaire Items Mean | Standard Deviation

Rank

Q15

It's crucial that | learn 2.85 1.32
English since it will make
it easier for me to

1
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communicate with those
who do.

Q2 I will need to speak 2.72 1.05 2
English professionally«
thus learning the
language is crucial.
Q11 The ability to 244 1.08 3
communicate in English
will get me greater
respect from others« thus
learning the language is

crucial.
Q12 I will be able to 245 1.12 4
communicate with

English speakers more
readily if 1 learn the
language.

Ql6 I can communicate in 2.25 1.19 5
English just as well as the
majority of my pals.

Q1 | use technology just for | 2.14 1.02 6
entertainment

According to Table 4« item 15—"It's crucial that I learn English since it will make
me more at ease with others who do. "— comes first with the greatest mean—
2.85—and the lowest standard deviation—1.32—of any item. With a significant
mean of 2.72 and a standard deviation of 1.05 in the second point was item 2¢
"Learning to speak English is important because | will need it for my career.” With
an inadequate mean of 2.44 and a standard deviation of 1.08¢ item 11« "The ability
to communicate in English will get me greater respect from others« thus learning
the language is crucial.<" was ranked second. | use technology only for enjoyment;
the last item came in at number one with a mean of 2.14 and a standard deviation
of 1.02. The goods that were left all had an insignificant level. Additionally« Table
6 presents the findings depending on the mean scores of the query item and the
variables influencing respondents' speaking challenges that are connected to the
issues with the student's learning environment.

Table 5: Comparative analysis and the classroom environment'’s rankings
| No | Questionnaire Items | Mean | Standard Deviation | Rank |
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Q18 | While  participating  in| 3.22 1.12 1
speaking exercises in class« |
am anxious that I'll make a
mistake. That's why I'd rather
not speak out.

Q19 | When it's myturninclassto | 3.88 1.21 2
engage in speaking
activitiese | forget all I've
studied.

Q14 | When my instructor corrects | 3.18 1.32 3
my speech faults in front of
the class¢ | feel wunder
pressure.

Q17 | I try not to speak English in | 3.12 1.05 4
class since all I would like is
to successfully complete the
intensive course program's
final exam.

Table 5 shows that item 18¢ "I am anxious of making mistakes while participating
in speaking activities in class: is true. That's why | prefer to keep silent<" which had
a mean of 3.22 and a standard deviation of 1.12¢ placed in the top point. With a
mean of 3.88¢ "When it's my turn in class to engage in speaking activities« | forget
all I've studied« came in second with a mean of 3.88. Login in third place« "When
my instructor corrects me in-class oral mistakes« | feel under pressure.” had a mean
of 3.18 and a standard deviation of 1.32. With a mean of 3.12 and a standard
deviation of 1.05¢ item 17« "I avoid speaking English in class« all I want is to pass
the final exam of the intensive course Programme«" came in last.

Following evaluation of the instrument's 20 items« it is apparent that item number
1< "When | talk in English¢ I'm worried that other pupils will make fun of me«"
comes in the top point with a mean of 4.18¢ and item number 1¢ "I use technology
just for entertainment<" comes in last place with a weighted mean of 2.14. Table 7
details the responses to all 20 questions on participants’ English-speaking
challenges across the three areas. The cross-tabulation tool was used to examine the
most frequently reported issues highlighted by the respondents and to show the
percentages of disagreement and agreement with each item separately.
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Table 6: analysing students’ responses within three domains
No Questionnaire Items Strongly | Agree(B) | Disagree(C) | Strongly
Agree(A) Disagree(D)

Q1 |1 use technology just for

entertainment 28.15 18.75 30.23 14.45
Q2 | English learners will need

to speak English

professionally« so learning

the language is crucial. 29.67 28.14 15.12 18.25
Q3 | If someone asks me a

question in Englishe |

become nervous. 32.76 28.15 36.98 12.18
Q4 | When I talk in English¢ I'm

worried that other pupils

will make fun of me. 33.15 34.24 18.02 14.34
Q5 | I lack sufficient self-

assurance when

communicating in English. 24.88 23.15 38.15 12.27
Q6 | Itistoo difficult to speak in

English fluently in-and-

outside the class 26.22 37.15 24.12 18.77
Q7 | I think that¢ speaking in

English is very difficult

task 32.12 28.22 32.33 16.44
Q8 | I frequently think that other

pupils speak English more

fluently than 1 do. 30.65 22.18 34.98 10.87
Q9 | Being concerned about

grammatical errors when |

speak English causes me to

become uneasy. 26.87 34.12 24.18 12.22
Q10 |1 worry when | speak

English since I'm afraid of

mispronouncing words. 27.24 34.87 12.26 15.98
Q11 | The ability to communicate

in English will get me

greater respect from others«

thus learning the language

is crucial. 38.94 26.98 18.54 12.28
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Q12

I  will be able to
communicate with English
speakers more readily if |
learn the language.

35.23

34.27

16.28

11.92

Q13

| worry about responding
incorrectly to statements or
questions during class.

36.15

25.55

36.72

10.43

Q14

When  my instructor
corrects my speech faults in
front of the class¢ | feel
under pressure.

32.12

27.12

38.12

12.76

Q15

It's crucial that 1 learn
English since it will make it
easier for me to
communicate with those
who do.

32.45

28.67

22.18

15.96

Q16

I can communicate in
English just as well as the
majority of my pals.

33.42

34.98

18.88

15.65

Q17

| try not to speak English in
class since all I would like
is to successfully complete
the  intensive  course
program's final exam.

28.88

17.23

38.88

14.15

Q18

While participating in
speaking exercises in class¢
I am anxious that I'll make
a mistake. That's why I'd
rather not speak out.

25.87

15.26

13.98

37.65

Q19

When it's my turn in class
to engage in speaking
activities¢ | forget all I've
studied.

26.17

18.22

38.23

16.82

Q20

Since I'm a shy person« |
get anxious speaking in
front of other people. |
don't feel like participating
in class speaking exercises
in the English language.

32.18

32.44

20.22

15.34

Average

31%

28%

26%

15%
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According to Table 6¢ 33.15 percent of students agreed with this statement« and
34.24 percent strongly agreed. They expressed concern about other students making
fun of them whenever they speak English. This indicates that more than 60% of the
students agreed that expressing themselves in the target language might be
intimidating because of the possibility of making errors. One of the biggest issues
those students face while attempting to speak the target languages. 18.02% of the
students disagree« and 14.34% of them strongly disagreed« on the existence of this
issue. Around 23.15% of the students fully agreed with question 5¢ "'l do not have
enough confidence when speaking in English<" while another 24.88% somewhat
agreed. Because they admitted to lacking confidence whenever speaking English
with other students in the English department:« it might be reported that more than
40% of the participants accepted that self-confidence is one of the difficulties they
face whenever communicating in English. Yet¢ 38.15% of those surveyed
disagreed« and 12.27% strongly disagreed that they had such an issue. The response
of the third Item "Anyone who asks me a question in English makes me nervous"
reveals that 32.76% of the students completely agreed and 36.98% felt that their
anxiety was excessive in class. According to this item "I feel anxious when | speak
English because of the fear of making grammatical mistakes." 28.15 percent and
12.18 percent of participants opposed or strongly disagreed with encountering this
challenge. With regard to 34.12% of the pupils agreed and 26.87% completely
agreed that they lacked grammatical skills¢ which had an impact on their speaking
skills. This skill might be viewed as one of the challenges that occasionally get in
their way whenever attempting to speak the language. However« a little over
24.18% disapproved: and 12.22% strongly disapproved« while 34.7% took no view.
This indicates that while some students had pronunciation issues« others did not.

It was found out that roughly 34.87% of the students agreed and 27.24% strongly
agreed that they are anxious of making incorrect pronunciation. It wasn't excellent
whenever it came to the statement« "l feel anxious when | speak English¢ because
of the fear of making pronunciation mistakes.” Although 15.98% of learners
strongly disagreed with having this sort of shortcoming« 12.26% of the students
disapproved. This indicates that learners struggle with pronunciation and find it
challenging to use long words. This might be viewed as a challenge that adversely
affects their ability to communicate verbally. I'm worried about making mistakes
when speaking in class¢ according to the response to the item. The results revealed
that around 15.26% of the students felt that committing errors was one of the
obstacles they encountered to verbally expressing thoughts and arguments
regarding any issue whenever speaking the language« and approximately 25.87%
strongly agreed with this statement. This is why | choose to maintain my mouth
shut. Around 13.98% of them disapproved« though« and 37.65% of them strongly
disapproved. In accordance with item 12 "It's important for me to learn English
since it will make it easier for me to communicate with people who speak English."
This indicates that the majority of students are concerned about making mistakes.
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It was found out that 34.27% of the students agreed that they face this issue. 35.23%
of students answered strongly agreed that they experience difficulties when
interacting with other speakers of English. However« 16.28% of them disagreed
with it¢ and 11.92% strongly disapproved that they had this issue.

This demonstrates that almost all students concur that they struggle with
vocabulary and suitable words. Additionally:« the responses to item 2 of the survey
showed that 28.14% of the students agreed« and 29.67% even completely agreed
with the following statement: "English learners will need to speak English
professionally: so learning the language is crucial.” However« between 15.12% and
18.25% of students strongly disagreed with this statement. This indicates that about
a third of the students are motivated by their job. Additionally« the item "I forget
everything | have learned when it's my turn to participate in speaking exercises in
class" looked at the students' access to chances to practice language skills outside
of the classroom. According to the findings« 18.22% of the students agreed with
this statement« and 26.17 percent strongly agreed. They also stated that they do not
have the opportunity for practicing speaking outside of the learning environment.
Only 38.23% and 16.22% of the students strongly disagreed of having the
opportunity to express themselves and interact in class< whether they were in or out
of university. This indicates that roughly 42% of the students said they had little
opportunity for practicing and enhance their speaking abilities in a classroom
setting. According to responses to question 7« "I think that« speaking in English is
a very difficult task<" was agreed upon by roughly 28.22% of the students and
highly agreed with by 32.12% of them. Only 32.33% of the participants disagreed¢
and 16.44% of those strongly disagreed. This appears to imply that more than two-
fifths of the students strongly agreed and agreed that this issue his appears to imply
that more than two-fifths of the students strongly agreed and agreed that this issue
needed to be tackled.

Conclusion

In summary:« psychological issues that Libyan EFL students encounter both in
and outside of the classrooms have an impact on how fluently they speak English.
These elements may have a big influence on their ability to learn a language and
general comfort levels when speaking English. Anxiety represents one of the key
psychological causes. Because they are afraid of making mistakes or being
criticized by others< many Libyan students find speaking English to be stressful.
The stress of having to function effectively in interpersonal or educational settings
might make this anxiety worse. Students may avoid speaking English or find it
difficult to do so fluently as a consequence« which will prevent them from
developing their language skills.
Self-assurance is yet another essential component. Students may experience
psychological obstacles as a result of their absence of confidence« which might stop
them from participating fully in English discussions and hinder their ability to
improve their fluency. According to the research findings« undergraduate students
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struggle with a variety of issues related to their ability to speak English. These issues
include linguistic« psychological« and classroom environmental factors. Following
evaluation of the research findings« it became clear that respondents thought that
psychological variables were the most important and the biggest obstacle limiting
their ability to communicate in English« then followed by classroom circumstances
and« finally« linguistic variables. All of the speaking challenges were broken down
into other distinct issues that the student was truly dealing with. The biggest
obstacle preventing English-language students from speaking the language fluently
was their fear of making mistakes. In order to tackle these psychological issues and
assist Libyan students in becoming more fluent English speakers¢ friendly and
inclusive learning environments must be established. Lecturers might use
communicative methods of instruction that place a strong emphasis on speaking
tasks and offer students lots of chances to practice their English in a relaxed
classroom environment. Students' confidence may be increased and their
nervousness can be decreased by encouragement« positive reinforcement¢ and
constructive criticism.

Recommendation

The researcher found out some psychological issues that face EFL students at
Azzaytuna University in Faculty of Languages and Translation. He suggested some
recommendation to tackle these difficulties as follow:

- efficient instructional techniques must be used:¢

-exposure to actual English must be encouraged:¢

- practice time must be abundant:

- and attitudes among learners must be positive. Hence« the Administration of
Azzaytuna University can help more Libyan students in their quest for English
language proficiency by comprehending and resolving these psychological issues.
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Four Corners Series Theoretic Evaluation: A Schema-Based Approach
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Abstract: The textbooks play an important role in EFL contexts. The present study
aims to investigate the constituting schemata of Four Corners series relying on
micro structural approach to schema theory. To this end« 24 reading sections of FC1
and FC2(each book consisted of 12 reading comprehension sections) were
evaluated in terms of their schemata forming the texts. Following this« the schemata
were codified and categorized into three main domains including semantic«
syntactic and parasyntactic. Subsequently: the genera and species of these domains
were specified and codified. The study initially identified the types and tokens of
the three domains in each book and then the comparison was made between the
two. The results of the study revealed that the two textbooks differed significantly
from each other at three domains of semantice syntactic and parasyntactic.
Furthermore« the findings are discussed and suggestions are made for future
research.

Keywords: domain; genera; schema theory; « types; tokens
1. Introduction

It is thought that textbooks play an important role in EFL context. In every
classroom setting« textbooks are known as the second important factor after
teacher’s role(Riazi< 2002). Teachers can choose the course syllabus and manage
the time effectively by employing an appropriate textbook in their classrooms.
Furthermore« learners also tend to have a textbook since they consider the learning
task as a serious action for which they try to set their purposes during the course of
study(Nunan« 1989). In addition< Ur(1996) believes that following a textbook may
bring prestige for its user.

To develop and prepare an appropriate material for a course of study is often
considered as a challenging task; however« a large number of available textbooks
in the market help teachers select the one« which they find the most appropriate of
all. This task in fact requires a clear and significant evaluation that no one can
neglect its importance(Sahragard et al.« 2009). Successive evaluation of textbooks
helps both teachers and policy makers not only discriminate them from each other
but also spot their strong and weak points to select the one that mostly fits to the
intended classroom setting(Nunan« 1989).

Various researchers have given several principles for making the most use
of accessible textbooks. For instance« according to Cunnings worth(1995)« an
author of a textbook should consider a number of factors including learners’ needs«
learners’ effective use of language and the ease of learning process. A
complimentary criterion for evaluation refers to that of Nunan(1989) which
provides a list of successful listening« speaking« reading and writing.
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Khodadady(2008a) suggests a schema-based textual analysis for the
evaluation of textbooks« which is the focus of the present study. He believes that
learners’ listening and reading skills can be evaluated and assessed by applying
either a macro structural or a micro structural approach through the schema theory.
According to Poplin(1988) as cited in Khodadady(2008a)« in the macro structural
approach of schema theory« schema is considered as the knowledge of structural
pattern of various texts such as whether being expository or narratives. In contrast
to the macro structural approach of schema theory« in the micro structural approach:«
schema is defined as a word whose combination with other words in an unmodified
text reflects the concept that the writer of that text tends to convey(Khodadady &
Herriman« 2000).

Texts developed by text designers are mostly based on modifying and
changing the words of the texts rather than the text itself; therefore« the macro
structural approach failed to assess the comprehension ability of
readers(Khodadady« 2008a). However« the micro structural approach was found to
develop a reliable and valid pattern for designing proficiency and achievement
tests(Khodadady & Seif< 2006).

1.1 Schema Theory
Recent studies on reading process reveal that one of the most important purposes in
EFL teaching and learning contexts is reading comprehension skill in
particular(Anderson & Pearson< 2004; Nuttalc 1996). According to
Goodman(1970):
Reading is a selective process. It involves partial use of available minimal
language cues selected from perceptual input on the basis of the reader’s
expectation. As this partial information is processed: tentative decisions are
made to be confirmed: rejected or refined as reading progresses(p. 260).

Pedagogically: while reading a text¢ readers make use of some ideas:
information and beliefs to make linguistic predictions and to facilitate the
integration of new information from the current text into their pre-existing
knowledge. Having a good reading skill is dependent on a mutual interaction
between the reader’s existing linguistic knowledge and his or her current
knowledge« which is known as schema. “Schema is a set of interrelated features
which are associated with an entity or concept”(Field« 2003). In order to understand
the text« readers try to relate the new knowledge from the text into their pre-existing
schemata(Wallace« 2001). When the schemata are activated: it enables a person to
comprehend something« because it is integrated to patterns of knowledge that he or
she already knows(Harmer« 2001).

According to schema theory« when a person gains knowledge« he or she tries
to relate the newly gained knowledge into some structures in memory helping
her/him make sense of that knowledge(Khemlani< 2000). It is also claimed that
firstly< information is broken down into generalizable chunks and then they are
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categorically stored in brain for later retrieval. Therefore< schema is known as a
single word working along with other words in order to establish the genuine text
whether written or uttered for being read or heard under certain situations at specific
settings(Khodadady & Seif< 2006).

1.2 Macro structural and Micro structural approaches to schema theory
Schemata theory explains how readers understand and comprehend written texts
through two approaches i.e.« macro and micro structural approaches. In the former
approach¢« which is known as top-down: readers integrate the information of the
given text into their background knowledge in order to comprehend the text.
Therefore« it assumed schemata as broad terms such as genre or topic. The micro
structural approach« however« known as the bottom-up approach adopts words and
phrases as schemata the comprehension of which explains the reading
comprehension ability of language readers. One can consider the schema-based
instruction(SBI) as a language teaching approach relying on the notion that learners
can comprehend a text more effectively if they have enough familiarity with the
sense of each word known as schemata used in the text by the writer. In micro
structural approach of schema theory« Khodadady(2008b) sees Schemata as key
components of translation« with three major categories referred to as semantic«
syntacticc and para syntactic. These domains are broken down into different
subcategories in order to account for their potential distinctive roles.

1.3 Semantic Schemata

Semantic schemata refer to single words of a given text the meanings of which do
not depend on other schemata of the text. Semantic schemata as a domain consist
of four genera including verbs«< nouns« adjectives and adverbs referred to as open-
set items(Khodadady & Lagzian< 2013). According to Khodadady(2008a)¢
semantic schemata are few in frequency(i.e. token) and many in number(i.e. type)
because writers or speakers make use of new verbs« nouns« adjectives and adverbs
when they want to express new thoughts« feelings« and attitudes writing or speaking
about a new topic. Table 1 presents the genera of semantic domain along with their
kinds.

Table 1. The genera of semantic domain along with their kinds

Genera Kinds

Adjectives Agentive« Comparative« Dative« Derivationalc Nominal:
Simple« Superlative

Adverbs Comparative« Derivational« Simple« Superlative

Nouns Adjectivalc Complex< Compound« Conversion« Derivational¢
Gerund< Nominal« Simple
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Verbs Complex« Derivational« Phrasal« Simple« Slang

Syntactic Schemata

Unlike semantic schemata« syntactic schemata are referred to as close-set items
including conjunctions¢« determiners¢ pronouns« auxiliaries and modals(Quirk:« et
al.« 1985). These types of schemata are many in token but few in type and provide
readers or listeners with a limited set of items that enables them to express what the
writers or speakers intend to convey through connecting the semantic schemata
together(Khodadady: et al.« 2012). Table 2 presents the genera of syntactic domain
along with their kinds.

Table 2. The genera of syntactic domain along with their kinds
Genera Kinds

Conjunctions  Phrasal« Simple

Determiners ~ Demonstrative« Interrogativec Numeral« Possessives
Quantifying« Ranking« Specifying

Prepositions ~ complex< compound:¢ phrasal« simple

Pronouns demonstrative« interrogative« object¢ possessive:« reflexives
relative« subject¢ unspecified

Syntactic past auxiliary« present continuous auxiliary« present auxiliary:s

verb future auxiliary« past phrasal auxiliary« past perfect phrasal

auxiliary« modal(present)« and modal(past)

1.4 Parasyntactic Schemata

The parasyntactic domain of schemata consists of seven genera including
abbreviations¢ interjections¢ names¢ numerals¢ para-adverbs¢ particles¢ and
symbols(Khodadady & Lagzian< 2013). The types that form the kinds of
parasyntactic domain are many in types but few in tokens. Table 3 presents the
genera of parasyntactic domain along with their types.

Table 3. The genera of parasyntactic domain along with their types
Genera Kinds

Abbreviations Abbreviations; acronyms
Interjections  Simple

Names Full< Labeling« Organizational« Single« Titles

Numerals Alphabetic¢ Digitalc Roman« Year

Para-adverbs  Additive« Contrastings Emphatic< Exemplifying« Frequency:«
Intensifyings

Interrogative« Location< Manner« Negation/Approval¢
Prepositional¢
Referentialc Time

Particle Complex« Simple

Symbols Conventional« Scientific
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Although there have been a number of studies conducted on exploring the
effectiveness of schema theory e.g.(Khodadady: et al.« 2012; Khodadady & Elahi¢
2012) a brief review of relevant studies in the field reveals that few research has
been done to evaluate and compare textbooks through micro structural approach of
schema theory. The present study tends to evaluate Four Corners 1(FC1) and Four
Corners 2(FC2) written by Richards and Bohlke in 2012. Four Corners series is
claimed to “combine effective methodology« a clear design« and a practical ‘can-
do’ approach¢ giving students the language and confidence they need to
communicate accurately and fluently in English”(Richards & Bohlke« 2012 written
on the back cover of the book). The aim of the current study is to evaluate and
compare the reading sections of Four Corners 1 and Four Corners 2 by applying a
microstructural approach of schema theory introduced by Khodadady(2008a). The
researcher within current study endeavors to answer the following questions:

Q1: What is the number of schema tokens and types present in the reading
comprehension passages of Four Corners 1?

Q2: What is the number of schema tokens and types present in the reading
comprehension passages of Four Corners 2?

Q3: What schema types are common and distinct to Four Corners 1 and Four
Corners 2?

2. Methodology

2.1 Materials

Four Corners 1(Richards & Bohlke« 2012) and Four Corners 2(Richards & Bohlke«
2012) were analyzed to determine the beginner and low intermediate reading
comprehension ability from the MICAST perspective. Each book consists of 12
reading comprehension passages whose titles are presented in Table 4.

Table 4. Titles of reading passages presented in the two textbooks

No Four Corners 1 Four Corners 2

1 Names and Jobs Free Time

2 Family and Friends People’s Profiles

3 Favorite Things Where Would You Like to Go?
4 My Weekend What a Home!

5 Online Fun Don’t Stress out!

6 Work and Study Popular TV

7 Favorite Food A Shopper’s Paradise

8 A Great Place to Visit The Best Place to Go

9 What’s New? Making a Difference

10 | Saw a Great Movie. Restaurant Experiences

11  Travel Experiences Musicians from around the World

[EEN
N

Birthdays

Dreams and Aspirations4
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Authors of Four Corners series have based their textbooks on Common
European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning¢ Teaching:
Assessment. This framework explains comprehensively what language learners
have to do in order to use language communicatively.

2.2 Procedures

The full texts of the 24 passages were typed and broken into their
constituting schematas i.e.« words comprising the passages« based on their positions
within the texts. These schemata were categorized one by one into three main
domains including semantic¢< syntactic and parasyntactic and then they were
assigned to some subcategories. The genera and species of these domains were
specified and codified in Microsoft office excel(2007). During the process of
codification« various inflected forms of a single schema were accounted as its
tokens. For instance« the English schemata< name and names were counted as the
token of the noun schema name. Assigning the type of a single schema was based
on its meaning and syntactic role within the sequence in which it appeared in the
text.

Schemata connected by a hyphen were also considered as a single schema
type. According to Allen(1990) as cited in Khodadady(2008a) the hyphen used to
combine two schemata into one« shows that the two connected schemata have a
syntactic link with each other.

2.3 Data Analysis

The schemata were subsequently analyzed and classified in terms of their
domains« the genera to which they belong« and the kinds they include. Then a
Pearson Chi-Square test was used to study whether there was a significant
difference among the schemata of the reading sections of FCland FC2 in terms of
their domains of semantic¢ syntactic and parasyntactic. SPSS version 16 was
employed to run all statistical analyses.

3. Results

An analysis was performed on the total frequency of words used in the
reading sections of both FC1 and FC2 and comparisons were subsequently made
between the two. Since the total number of words comprising the reading sections
of these books were not the same« percentage was employed to describe the data.
As it can be seen in Table 5¢ the excess percent of words in FC2 equals 17.75¢ which
means that the author of this book used more words compared to FC1.

Table 5. Total frequency of words in FC1 and FC2

Books  Frequency Percent
FC1 1795 41.1
FC2 2570 58.9
Total 4365 100.0

Following the analysis of the frequency of words in the reading sections of
both textbooks« an analysis was conducted to determine the number of schema
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domain tokens employed in these sections. The results are presented in Tables 6 and
7 accounting for FC1 and FC2:« respectively.
Table 6. Total frequency of words in FC1 and FC2

Domain Frequency Percent
Semantic 718 40.0
Syntactic 714 39.8
Parasyntactic 363 20.2
Total 1795 100.0

As can be seen in Table 6« the whole content of the reading sections in FC1
consisted of 1795 schemata tokens of which 718 are semantic(40%)« 714 are
syntactic(39.8%):« and 363 are parasyntactic(20.2%).

Table 7. Domain tokens in FC2

Domain Frequency Percent
Semantic 1117 43.5
Syntactic 1:068 41.6
Parasyntactic 385 15.0
Total 2¢570 100.0

According to the results presented in Table 7¢ the whole content of the reading
sections in FC2 consisted of 2:570 schemata tokens of which 1¢117 are
semantic(43.5%)« 1068 are syntactic(41.6%)« and 385 are parasyntactic(15.0%).

A close examination of domain tokens in these textbooks reveals that the
frequency of words in semantic and syntactic domains is nearly the same in each
textbook. The number of semantic tokens in FC2(n=1117) is more than the semantic
tokens in FC1(n=718). Similarly< the number of syntactic tokens in FC2(n=1068)
is more than that of FC1(n=714). The difference in the total number of these tokens
can refer to the fact that the total number of words used in the reading sections of
FC2 was more than that of FC1. However« the frequency of parasyntactic tokens
was nearly the same in both textbooks with total number of(n=385 and n=363) in
FC2 and FC1« respectively. The difference between these domains is presented in
Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Difference between Domains of Reading Sections of FC1 and FC2

although FC1 and FC2 are different with regard to the <As presented in Figure 1
the percent with which each domain occurred <schemata constituting their texts
throughout the whole texts are nearly the same. Semantic domain forms 40% and
respectively. Syntactic domain «43.4% of the whole schemata in FC1 and FC2
respectively. In <forms 39.7% and 41.5% of the total schemata in FC1 and FC2
the total « as it can be seen from the presented data<terms of parasyntactic domain
with 20.2% and <percent occurrence of this domain is more than that of FC2
. respectively<14.98% in FC1 and FC2
A Pearson Chi-Square test was used to investigate whether there was a
significant difference between the schemata of the reading sections of FCland FC2
in terms of their domains of semantic« syntactic and parasyntactic. The results of
the test show that the difference in the number of semantic¢< syntactic and
parasyntactic domain tokens is significant in these textbooks(p= 0.00 > 0.05).
Therefore« it could be also statistically claimed that FC2 used significantly more
schemata compared to its FC1 counterpart. Table 8 shows the results of Chi-Square
test.

Table 8. Test statistics of schemata used in semantic¢ syntactic< and parasyntactic
domains in FC1 and FC2

Asymp. Sig.(2-
Value df sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 20.7832 2 .000
Likelihood Ratio 20.563 2 .000
Linear-by-Linear 15.116 1 .000
Association
N of Valid Cases 4365
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As mentioned earlier< each schemata type consists of some genera. Table 9 presents
the genera constituting the domains of each textbook along with their frequency and
the percentage of their occurrence.

Table 9. Test statistics of schemata used in semantic« syntactic< and parasyntactic
domains in FC1 and FC2

type of book
Genus Comparison FC1 FC2 Total
Adjective Count 107 151 258
percent 6.0% 5.9% 5.9%
Adverbs Count 11 16 27
percent .6% .6% .6%
Nouns Count 419 614 1033
percent 23.3% 23.9% 23.7%
Verbs Count 181 336 517
percent 10.1% 13.1% 11.8%
Conjunctions | Count 76 137 213
percent 4.2% 5.3% 4.9%
Determiners | Count 269 336 605
percent 15.0% 13.1% 13.9%
Prepositions | Count 179 315 494
percent 10.0% 12.3% 11.3%
Pronouns Count 124 193 317
percent 6.9% 7.5% 7.3%
Syntactic Count 66 87 153
verbs percent 3.7% 3.4% 3.5%
Abbreviations | Count 98 58 156
percent 5.5% 2.3% 3.6%
Interjections | Count 3 3 6
percent 2% 1% 1%
Names Count 124 161 285
percent 6.9% 6.3% 6.5%
Numerals Count 85 49 134
percent 4.7% 1.9% 3.1%
Para-adverbs | Count 53 111 164
percent 3.0% 4.3% 3.8%
Symbols Count 0 3 3
percent 0.0% 1% 1%
total Count 1795 2570 4365
percent 100.0% 100.0% | 100.0%
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In FC1¢ the schemata tokens in semantic domain were 718¢ which consisted of 107
adjectives(6.0%)¢ 11 adverbs(0.6%)¢ 419 nouns(23.3%)¢« and 181 verbs(10.1%).
The syntactic domain which was identified to have 714 tokens consisted of 76
conjunctions(4.2%)« 269 determiners(15.0%)¢ 179 prepositions(10.0%)¢ 124
pronouns(6.9%)« and 66 syntactic verbs(3.7%). The parasyntactic domain had a
frequency of 363 tokens consisted of 98 abbreviations(5.5%)¢ 3
interjections(0.2%)« 124 names(6.9%)< 85 numerals(4.7%)¢« 53 para-
adverbs(3.7%).

In FC2¢ the schemata tokens constituting the semantic domain were 1¢117¢
which consisted of 151 adjectives(5.9%)¢ 16 adverbs(0.6%)« 614 nouns(23.9%):
and 336 verbs(13.1%). The syntactic domain with 1:068 tokens consisted of 137
conjunctions(5.3%)¢ 336 determiners(13.1%)¢ 315 prepositions(12.3%)¢ 193
pronouns(7.5%)« and 87 syntactic verbs(3.4%). The schemata in parasyntactic
domain were 385 which consisted of 58 abbreviations(2.3%)« 3 interjections(0.1%)«
161 names(6.3%)¢< 49 numerals(1.9%)¢« 111 para-adverbs(4.3%)¢ and 3
symbols(0.1%).

As it can be seen in the data presented in Table 8¢ the genera constituting
each domain i.e.< semantic« syntactic< and parasyntactic differed in terms of the
frequency in each textbook. In all« the frequency of genera comprising domains of
FC2 is more that than of FC1 except pronouns« abbreviations+ and numerals that
were employed more frequently in FC1 than FC2. From among the genera listed in
Table 8¢ nouns had the highest frequency in both textbooks with total numbers of
419 and 614 in FC1 and FC2¢ respectively. Furthermore« the genera used less
frequently compared to other genera in both textbooks were interjections and
symbols both of which constituted the parasyntacttic domain. Interjections were
used with 3 attestations in each textbook< and symbols had a frequency of 3
instances in FC2 while they were not observed in FC1 at all. The difference in
percentage occurrence among different genera of FC1 and FC2 were presented in
Tablel0.

Table 10. Comparison of percentage occurrence among genera of FC1 and FC2

FC1 FC2

Genus percent percent Difference
Nouns 23.3 23.9 -0.55
Determiners 15.0 13.1 1.91
Verbs 10.1 13.1 -2.99
Prepositions 10.0 12.3 -2.28
Pronouns 6.9 7.5 -0.60
Names 6.9 6.3 0.64
Adjective 6.0 5.9 0.09
Abbreviations 5.5 2.3 3.20
Numerals 4.7 1.9 2.83
Conjunctions 4.2 5.3 -1.10
Syntactic verbs 3.7 3.4 0.29
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Para-adverbs 3.0 4.3 -1.37
Adverbs 0.6 0.6 -0.01
Interjections 0.2 0.1 0.05

Symbols 0.0 1 0.12

The genus comparison among domains of the two textbooks are presented in

Figure2.
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Figure 2. Genus Comparison among Domains of the Two Textbooks

Also« a Pearson Chi-Square test was employed to investigate whether these two
textbooks differed statistically in terms of the genera tokens used in their reading
sections. The descriptive statistics indicated that reading passages of these books
were significantly different from each other with regard to the genera constituting
its domains(p = .001 > 0.05). Table 11 shows the results of Chi-Square test.

Table 11. Test statistics of genera tokens constituting the semantic« syntactic« and
parasyntactic domains in FC1 and FC2

Asymp. Sig.(2-
Value  df  sided)
Pearson Chi- 85.274% 14  .000
Square

Likelihood Ratio 85.578 14  .000
Linear-by-Linear
Association

N of Valid Cases 4365

11547 1 .001

As presented in Tables 1 to 3¢ each domain consists of some genera each of which
includes some constituting types. The types comprising the genera were identified
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in each textbook. The frequency of types in each domain is explained in more details
in the following paragraphs for each textbook separately.
3.1 Species types of semantic domain in FC1

The semantic domain of FC1 included 24 types. The largest number of
species comprising semantic domain belonged to simple noun species(18.3%) while
the least number of species forming the semantic domain belonged to phrasal
verbs(present participle) with a percentage occurrence 0f(0.1%). In the semantic
domain of FC2:« the six species of noun genus had 418 types. The simple noun was
the most frequently used species(18.3%) and the least frequently used species were
adjectival and nominal nouns with only one attestation for each. The eight types of
verb genus included 181 types. The largest number belonged to simple verbs(5.4%)
and the least number belonged to phrasal verbs(present participle) having only one
attestation. The eight species of adjective genus consisted of 111 types. The most
frequently occurring adjective type was simple adjective(3.4%) and the least
frequently occurring adjectives were dative and superlative adjectives with only one
attestation for each type. The three species of adverbs i.e.c complex« derivational:
and simple had 12 types with the same percentage of occurrence(0.2%).

3.2 Species types of syntactic domain in FC1

The syntactic domain of FC1 consisted of 21 types. The largest number of
species in syntactic domain belonged to simple prepositions(9.7%) while the least
number belonged to complex preposition and specified pronoun each occurred only
once in the whole content of the reading sections of FC1. The three species of
preposition genus had 179 types. The most frequently used type was the simple
preposition(9.7%) and the least frequently used was the complex preposition with
only one attestation. The six species of determiner genus included 269 types out of
which specifying determiners had the largest number(7.1%) and demonstrative
determiners had the least number(0.5%). The seven species of pronoun genus
consisted of 124 types. The largest number belonged to the subject pronoun(4.8%)
and the least number belonged to specified pronoun with only one attestation.
Conjunctions were identified to have only one species i.e.« simple conjunction with
76 types constituting 4.2% of the whole content. The four species of the syntactic
verb genus had 66 types. The largest number belonged to the present
auxiliary(3.2%) and the least number belonged to present phrasal auxiliary with
only two attestations.

3.3 Species types of parasyntactic domain in FC1

The parasyntactic domain of FC1 included 15 species. The largest number
of species in parasyntactic domain belonged to single names(5.6%) while the least
number belonged to manner and prepositional para-adverbs with only one
attestation for each type. The three species of name genus had 140 types. The largest
number belonged to single names(5.6%) and the least number belonged to
organizational names(0.3%). The two species of abbreviation had 98 types in which
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abbreviation was used 97 times and the acronym was used with only one attestation.
The two species of numeral had 69 types. The digital numeral had a percentage
occurrence of(3.7%) and the year numeral had a percentage occurrence of(0.1%)
with only two attestations. The seven species of para-adverb genus had 41 types.
The largest number belonged to intensifying para-adverbs(1%) and the least number
belonged to manner and prepositional para-adverbs with only one attestation for
each type.
3.4 Species types of semantic domain in FC2

The semantic domain of FC1 included 27 species. The largest number of
species in syntactic domain belonged to simple nouns(18.2%) while the least
number of types forming the semantic domain belonged to agentive« agentive
complex< nominal adjectives and derivational and phrasal verbs with total
frequency of 1 for each species. In the semantic domain of FC2¢ the six types of
noun genus had 614 types that the largest number of these noun types referred to
simple nouns and the least number referred to complex and nominal nouns. The ten
species of verb genus had 373 types the largest number of which belonged to simple
verbs while the least number belonged to derivational and phrasal verbs. The ten
species of adjective genus had 151 types that the largest number belonged to simple
adjective and agentive« agentive complex« and nominal had the least number of
occurrence. The three species of adverb genus had 16 types the largest number of
which belonged to the derivational adverb and the least number belonged to
complex and simple adverbs each of which had a frequency occurrence of 2.
3.5 Species types of syntactic domain in FC2

The syntactic domain of FC2 consisted of 21 types. The largest number of
types in syntactic domain belonged to simple prepositions(11.7%) and the least
number belonged to interrogative and possessive pronouns each had a frequency of
1 in the whole content of reading sections of FC2. The three types of prepositions
included 309 types in which simple prepositions had the largest frequency(11.7%)
and complex prepositions had the least frequency(0.1%). The six species of
determiners consisted of 342 types¢ the largest number of which belonged to
specifying determiners(7.8%) while the least number belonged to ranking
determiners(0.1%). Conjunctions that were only occurred in simple form had 136
types. The eight species of pronoun genus included 193 types. The largest number
of these pronoun types belonged to subject pronouns(4.7%) and the least number
belonged to interrogative and possessive pronouns with only one attestation for
each. The four species of the syntactic verb genus had 87 types. The largest number
belonged to present auxiliary(2.4%) and the least number belonged to modal(past)
with a percentage occurrence 0f(0.1%).
3.6 Species types of parasyntactic domain in FC2

The parasyntactic domain of FC2 included 19 species. The largest number
of kinds in parasyntactic domain belonged to single names(4.9%) and the least
number belonged to alphabetic numerals with only one attestation. The five species
of the name genus had 161 types. The largest number belonged to single
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names(4.9%) and the least number belonged to title names(0.1%). Abbreviations
were identified to have 58 types in the whole content of FC2. The three species of
numeral genus consisted of 49 types. The most frequently used numerals were
digital numerals(1.6%) and the least frequently used one was alphabetic numeral
with only one attestation. The eight species of para-adverb genus included 111
types. The intensifying para-adverbs had the largest frequency(1.3%) and the
exemplifying para-adverbs had the least frequency(0.1%). The symbol genus had
only one type i.e.c conventional with only 3 attestations.

4. Discussion

Recently a number of research have evaluated available textbooks with
regard to their effectiveness from different perspectives. Few research however has
focused on the whole content forming the textbooks to make them as effective as
possible. To the present researchers« it was highly significant to investigate and
evaluate the content comprising the two textbooks i.e.« FC1 and FC2¢ through
making comparison between the elements constituting their texts. This aim was
achieved based on the micro structural approach of schema theory.

Anderson(1977) who is an educational psychologist had an essential role in
introducing the schema theory to the educational setting. He proposed that schemata
are considered as a form of manifestation for complicated knowledge and can
account for how the acquisition of new knowledge is influenced by old knowledge.
Following this¢ schema theory was used as a means for comprehending and
describing the reading process« where it served an important role for bottom-up and
top-down approaches toward learners’ reading comprehension abilities. It is based
on this notion that the reading comprehension ability is dependent not only on
understanding each schema(bottom-up)< but also finding out the semantics
syntactic« and discoursal relationships of that schema with other schemata forming
the text(top-down).

Schema theory is considered as a means to explain and facilitate reading
comprehension process through highlighting the fact that texts are made from
different schemata(Xue« 2019). In order to understand a text¢ the reader should
process not only the linguistic structure of the text« but also the cognitive structures
of its constituting schemata(Khodadady:« et al.« 2012) Schema theory makes it
possible to explain the schemata forming the text both linguistically and cognitively
through dividing the constituting schemata into different domains.

Domain refers to a scope of knowledge in brain having a meaningful
structure and is considered as a subcategory of the schema. Schemata are
categorized into three main domains i.e.c semantice syntacticc and parasyntactic.
These domains work together to express a given concept and make it easier for
readers to comprehend a given text more effectively. The proportion of the
occurrence of each domain may differ significantly from each other in a text. For
example« FC1 consisted of 638 schemata types 361« 86¢< and 191 were semantic«
syntactic< and parasyntactice respectively. The total number of schemata types
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observed in FC2 was 868 attestations that semantic« syntactic¢ and parasyntactic
domains had frequencies of 581« 104« and 183« respectively.
4.1 Semantic schemata

The semantic schemata are considered as open-class words consisting of
four genera¢ i.e.c adjectives¢ adverbs¢ nouns¢ and verbs. These types of schemata
are known as lexical words or content words because they form a large amount of
the meaning of a given sentence. Out of 1:795 schemata tokens identified in FC1¢
the semantic domain had the highest frequency i.e.c 718 schemata of all domains.
The noun genus occupied a larger portion of semantic domain about 419
attestations< compared to other genera i.e.« adjectives« adverbs« and verbs. The
similar results were observed for FC2« that from among the 2:570 schemata tokens«
semantic domain occurred with a total frequency of 1¢117 schemata that from
among its constituting genera« the noun genus was occurred with a total frequency
of 614 considered as the most frequently occurring schemata in semantic domain.
Noun genus includes eight species i.e. < adjectival c complex < compound < conversion «
derivational < gerund« nominal < and simple nouns. According to the findings of the
present study« FC1 included all types of nouns except conversion and gerund nouns
and FC2 had all types of nouns except adjectival and conversion nouns. In the
following« other genera of semantic schemata used in readings of FC1 and FC2 are
presented.

In FC1« adjectives had a frequency of 107 tokens in the semantic domain.
The genus of adjectives consists of nine types« i.e.«< agentive adjective« agentive
complex adjective« comparative adjective< complex adjective« dative adjective«
derivational adjective< nominal adjective« simple adjective< and superlative
adjective« that all were observed in the semantic domain of the texts. Another genus
constituting the semantic domain is the genus of adverbs that had a total frequency
of 11 schemata. The genus of adverbs encompasses five species: i.e.« comparative
adverb« complex adverb« derivational adverb« simple adverb< and superlative
adverb. From among these 5 all were observed except comparative and superlative
adverbs. The verb genus had a frequency of 181 attestations. It consisted of five
types including complex« derivational« phrasal« simple< and slang. Schemata
forming the texts of FC1 were identified to include all< except slang and
derivational.

In FC2¢ adjectives were identified to have a frequency of 151 tokens. From
among the species forming the genus of adjectives all were observed except
agentive< comparative and nominal adjectives. Similar to FC1¢ with regard to the
genus of adverb« all were identified except comparative and superlative adverbs. A
total frequency of 336 attestations was estimated for the verb genus and it was found
that all verb types were used in schemata of FC2¢ except slang.

Syntactic schemata
The syntactic schemata which are known as closed-class words or function
words consist of five genera including conjunctions« determiners« prepositions«
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pronouns« and syntactic verbs. This class of words does not convey any absolute
meaning« unless it appears in a sentence in order to gain meaning through
interaction with other words. The syntactic schemata occurred with frequencies of
714 and 1:068 schemata tokens in FC1 and FC2¢ respectively. The genera of
syntactic schemata used in the whole contents of FC1 and FC2 are presented in the
following paragraphs.

One of the constituting genera of syntactic domain is the genus of
conjunctions. Its function is to connect words or groups of words to each other. In
FC1« conjunctions were used 76 times throughout the whole schemata identified in
texts of FC1. types forming the genus of conjunction are phrasal and simple
conjunctions that only simple conjunctions were used. Determiners are another
genus forming the syntactic domain with a frequency of 269 in the texts of FC1.
Determiners consist of seven species including demonstrative« interrogative«
numeral « possessive < quantifying < ranking < and specifying determiners all of which
were observed except interrogative determiners. Prepositions having four types:
i.e.« complex< compound« phrasal« and simple preposition were repeated with 179
attestations with only phrasal and simple types. With regard to pronouns which
substitute a noun or a noun phrase« 124 attestations were observed. The genus of
pronouns includes eight types¢ i.e.« demonstrative« interrogative< object«
possessive« reflexive« relative« subject< and unspecified pronouns that all were
observed in the schemata except possessive and reflexive ones. In terms of syntactic
verbs« a total number of 66 attestations were identified< encompassing types such
as past auxiliary « present continuous auxiliary « present auxiliary < future auxiliary«
past phrasal auxiliary< past perfect phrasal auxiliary< modal(present)< and
modal(past). From among these types« present and past auxiliary had the highest
frequency. Following this« the present phrasal auxiliary was the most frequently
used syntactic verb.

Further analysis was performed to investigate the genera of syntactic
domain in FC2 as well. Conjunctions were repeated 137 times only in simple type.
Determiners had a frequency of 336¢ with the occurrence of all types« except
interrogative ones. Prepositions had a frequency of 315 that similar to FC1¢« were
only of simple and phrasal types. All types of species of pronouns were used with
a total frequency of 193 attestations. In terms of syntactic verbs having frequency
occurrence of 87« only present and past types were used repeatedly.

4.2 Parasyntactic schemata
The parasyntactic domain consists of two closed-class words including para

adverbs and particles and five open class words including abbreviation« interjection«
names« numerals< and symbols. Parasyntactic schemata should attach to syntactic
schemata in order to convey a specific meaning. The genera of parasyntactic
schemata of FC1 and FC2 are presented in the following paragraphs.

One of the constituting genera of syntactic domain is the abbreviation genus
which are known as a shortened form of a word or a phrase having two species types
i.e.« abbreviations and antonyms. In FC1« it was found to have a frequency of 98
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by employing its two types. The abbreviation employed in the texts of FC1¢ were
mostly negative verbs and auxiliaries and subject-verb contractions(e.g.« can't¢
isn’te didn’t« it’s« theyre). Interjections referring to words conveying particular
emotion or strong feelings such as fear< sadness¢ joy¢ etc.c are another genus
forming the parasyntactic domain. It includes one species which is interjection and
was identified to have a frequency of 3 attestations(e.g.< yay« how« and please).
Names that are known as specific and unique nouns were used 124 times across the
texts. Names include three species i.e.« full name« single name« and title name
among which single names were used more frequently.(e.g.« David« Julia« Lisa«
Alan« etc.) Numerals are nouns or symbols representing numbers and are another
constituting genus of parasyntactic domain having four species« i.e.« alphabetic«
digital - roman« and year. They had a total frequency of 85 in forms of digital and
year numerals. Digital numbers were used more frequently than years. Para-adverbs
indicate place« location« time« etc.c and encompass eleven types- i.e.« additive«
emphatic< frequency« intensifying« interrogative< manner+ negation/approval ¢
prepositional « referential < time< and location. A total number of 53 attestations
were identified among which emphatic« interrogative« and location para-adverbs
were not observed at all. Particles are parasyntactic schemata following certain
verbs to indicate a specific action. They consist of two types i.e.c simple and
complex having a total frequency of 169 with the use of simple particles more than
complex ones. The symbol genus of parasyntactic domain refers to a letter or a mark
representing an abstract meaning. Symbols may refer to different entities that
cannot stand by themselves. In generalc symbols consist of two species i.e.c
conventional and scientific. The results of the analysis showed that no symbols were
used in the texts of FC1.

Further analysis was performed to investigate the genera of parasyntactic
domain in FC2 as well. Abbreviations were repeated 58 times using both types of
species. Similar to FC1¢ the abbreviations used in FC2¢ were negative verbs and
auxiliaries and subject verb contractions(e.g.« don’t« doesn’t« I'm« it’s< etc.)
Determiners had a frequency of 336¢ with the occurrence of all types« except
interrogative ones. Prepositions had a frequency of 315 that similar to FC1¢« were
only of simple and phrasal types. All types of pronouns were used with a total
frequency of 193 attestations. In terms of syntactic verbs having frequency
occurrence of 87« only present and past types were used repeatedly. With regard to
interjections« having a total frequency of 3 these examples were identified i.e.« hey«
how« and please. Names were investigated to have a frequency of 161 with only
single and full names occurrence. Numerals were found to have 49 schemata: in
forms of digital < year < and alphabetic. Then« para-adverbs were identified to have
a frequency of 111 in forms of all species except interrogative< manner« and
prepositional. Particles were occurred 294 times having different schema types such
asto<at<in<on«etc. Symbol genus in FC2 were conventional with a total frequency
of 2 and 1 for %: respectively.
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Both FC1 and FC2 were found to have a tendency to use some particular
types that were rare or almost infrequent in the other textbooks. According to the
results of the analysis< from among the 718 schemata types observed in FC1¢ 616
attestations were used uniquely by its author(i.e.« they were not found in the texts
of FC2). Alternatively the unique schemata found in FC2 were 1016 attestations out
of a total number of 1¢118 schemata types. The above results show that the two
textbooks share about 102 schemata which make up 14.2% and 9.1% of all
schemata in FC1 and FC2« respectively. Examples of the schemata types shared by
the two textbooks include big« blue« build« busy: children« clothesc come« cook:
country« family« famous: etc.

Interestingly< FC1 and FC2 shared mostly semantic schemata types with
each other and were almost unique in terms of using syntactic and parasyntactic
schemata types compared to semantic schemata types. As mentioned before«
semantic schemata as a domain consist of four genera including verbs¢< nounss
adjectives and adverbs. The findings revealed that from among these genera« the
two textbooks used common verb schema types more than other genera. Examples
of these types include buy« call< come« cook« do« find« getc go« have« like« loves
make« etc. Examples of other genera include animals« children« friends« country:s
family< map< name« etc. for nouns; big¢< busy« famous« delicious¢ funny« good:¢
short« etc. for adjectives; and early« long« usually: etc.

In terms of syntactic schemata types the schemata used uniquely in FC1
included can ’t<in front of < isn 't« our « than < these < up < us < etc. The distinct schemata
types used in FC2 included among« him«it< most< much«own«that- etc. In terms of
parasyntactic schemata types the schemata used uniquely in FC1 included Brazil <
California< DVD-« for example« third« etc. The distinct schemata used in FC2
included ago ATM ¢« British« Dr. < first< no« etc.

Language learners may read a text for different purposes including gaining
a specific piece of information« detailed understanding etc. As mentioned before«
Four Corners series are developed based on the Common European Framework.
FC1 and FC2 are classified as levels Al and A2« respectively. According to
Common European Framework« texts classified in level Al should include the
following elements in order that language learners can comprehend the text more
effectively. Texts should be very short and simple« make use of a single phrase at a
time« and includes basic words and phrases. The results of the analysis in the current
study reveals that texts of FC1(referred to as level Al) were occupied mostly with
nouns and easy words and phrases. With regard to the texts classified as A2«
Common European Framework include the following elements. According to this
framework< A2 level texts should be short and simple« include familiar matters
consisting of every day or the job-related language. Also« these texts are mostly
consisted of international words. A close examination of the texts in FC2 confirms
the notion of using international words with a considerable frequency of occurrence
such as bank« hotelc museum« restaurant: taxic TV« etc. All these properties are
explained through the micro structural approach which considers words and phrases
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constituting given texts as building blocks needed for explaining the reading
comprehension ability of language learners besides explaining how to teach a given
text.

FC2¢ compared to FC1 is designed to be used for language learners with
higher English language proficiency; therefore« it is not surprising that FC2
included more schemata types and tokens in its reading sections. In contrast to FC1«
the types constituting the genera of FC2 were more sophisticated and advanced to
meet its learners’ needs.

5. Conclusion
The present study has offered a comparative evaluation of the reading sections of

Four Corners 1 and Four Corners 2 by applying a micro structural approach of
schema theory introduced by Khodadady(2008a). The study has provided some
new information about the use of schemata in the reading sections of these
textbooks. The findings of the current research provided a further evidence to
confirm the fact that FC2 is used for higher level students compared to FC1« it
should include more variety of schemata types and tokens. In addition« it showed
that nouns were the most frequently employed genera in syntactic domain while
determiners and prepositions were the most frequently employed genera in syntactic
domain. The names were< however« the most frequently occurring genus in
parasyntactic domain.

The pedagogical implication of the findings of the present study is that they are
likely to provide the material developers and language teachers with essential
information. When making decisions about the course syllabus they intend to follow
in their classrooms:« they can prioritize the instruction of each domain based on their
frequency and relative impact on the language. This can also help them meet the
specific needs of their group of learners(Jian-ping & Li-sha¢ 2016).

This study’s findings can be highly beneficial for those involved in teaching and
learning foreign languages.

6. Recommendations
It is recommended that professors consider schemata as basic units of

language that through their interaction sentences are made in order to make their
teaching tasks more interesting and feasible.
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