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The Effect of Some Second Language Acquisition Factors on

Teaching English Process at University of Tripoli

Asma Ahmed Alfasi
Faculty of language &Translation
Azzaytuna University/Libya

Abstract

English language becomes the dominant and official language in <  Nowadays
the various countries in the increasingly globalized world. Libya is one of these
teaching <countries where English is taught as a foreign language. According to that
English process has been influenced by many different factors relating to challenges
this research paper aims to investigate «faced by lecturers. From this respective
some fundamental factors that have an impact on teaching English in the university
of Tripoli. Exploring these factors contributes to enhancing the role of the lecturers
while imparting an effective teaching process. A quantitative method was used as
the design of this study by conducting a questionnaire for 15 participants for both
males and females English lecturers who are teaching English at University of
some recommendations are provided to «Tripoli. Based on the results of this study
assist lecturers paying attention to the quality of techniques they adapt in
teaching.

« learning style < motivation« L2« EFL teachersKey words: factors
aptitude < mental ability < interlanguage < social interactioncomprehensible input
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Introduction

There is no doubt that English has developed into an international language due
« technology:«to its a significant role it plays in many sectors such as business
and it is used widely around the world. English appears <economics and education
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«to be a method of communication between speakers from different nationalities
some issues ¢« 2007). However<and can be described as a lingua franca (Harmer
and factors relating to teachers and learners have been questioned in many
situations. Smith (2005) claims that learners face challenges such as pronunciation

over-complex rules and misunderstandings when learning English. <irregular
learners might not be taught in a way that successfully <Because of these challenges
Burns and Coffin (2001) state <achieves the aims of language education. Moreover
that English language instructors are already poorly supported as a body concerning
knowledge that fails to address the social and political implications involving
Nunan (2003) argues that because of a lack of «teaching of English. Furthermore
many language lecturers are unable to offer students the complete input «training
needed to achieve their goals in learning a foreign language. It appears that the role
of the instructor should be changed to meet the needs of the students relating to

factors of second language acquisition.

Statement of the problem

through her experience in teaching English at university level <«  The researcher

has concluded that there are some challenges faced by English lecturers to provide

an effective teaching process. These difficulties need well tackling for solving

this study aims to explore the most effective <problems relating to teaching. Thus

factors of teaching English at University of Tripoli to provide some positive
recommendations in teaching process.

Objectives of the study

The main aims of the study are:

1- to investigate some factors that have an impact on teaching process.

2- to recognize the importance of the role of these factors in effective English
teaching process.

3-to shed an extra light on the dominant factors which positively influences on
teaching foreign language.

4- to enhance the role of English lectures in many other Libyan universities.

Significance of the study
The corresponding challenges lecturers faced while teaching English at
university of Tripoli is essential to increase the high quality of teaching process for

other government universities in
Libya.
Questions of the study
There are two main questions will be investigated in this
study.

m $2022/ ot~ (r3Lull) sl 3 gl 2!
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1-What are the most effective factors which have an impact on English teaching
process?
2-To what extent these factors affect English teaching
process?

Hypotheses of the study

This research paper hypothesizes that exploring the factors affecting on teaching
English may positively help in developing the whole process of English

teaching.

Literature review
This research paper aims to investigate some fundamental factors that have a
it is crucial to take into account «significant role in teaching English process. Thus
contribute to acquire a foreign language positively. <these factors which
these factors explain the issues of why do some learners acquire the <Consequently
foreign  language  successfully  than  others.  Such  factors are
follows.

1-Aptitude
One of these factors is the aptitude which is defined as the acquaintance
«capability used by learners to acquire another language (VanPatten and Benati
Dornyei « This characteristic varies from one learner to another. Moreover«2010)
(2005) argues that aptitude seems to be important in learning language by focusing
on accuracy in learning rather than the area of fluency. This means that some
learners are able to acquire second language proficiency related to literacy skills or
success in memorizing new input. Aptitude has an impact on the personality of the
which refers to the feeling (psychology) and its influence in the learner's <learner
introversion and extroversion can <performance in second language. To clarify
shy and «potentially lead to different results in learning. Learners exhibiting
stressed personalities seem to be less active than those who are self-confident when
teachers play a significant role to increase the <improving second language. Thus
amount of the learner's attitude in positive technique by encouraging them to use
Lightbown and « 2006). However<the language inside the classroom. (Troike
Spada (2006) claim that this conclusion has been argued by many researchers and
that anxiety of learners' aptitude can affect learners positively by facilitating them
to new methods.
2-Motivation
Another crucial point relating to the factors mentioned above is motivation.
Learners need to be encouraged in order to achieve higher levels of second language
acquisition. Zafar (2012) says that motivation is classified into two categories. One
is integrative who refers to the desire to use the target language to communicate
with those who speak it as their native language. The other type is an instrumental
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learner who wishes to learn a second language for many reasons such as obtaining
This « 1936)¢a high qualification in learning or occupational reasons (Schumann
means that learners are motivated to engage with other cultures in order to learn the
Gardner (2007:10) argues that "motivation to <language in a simple way. However
learn a second language is not a simple construct. It ‘cannot be measured by one
scale; perhaps the whole range of motivation cannot be assessed by even three or
four scales. It definitely cannot be assessed by merely asking individuals to give
reasons for why they think learning a language is important to them. From this
teachers are responsible to motivate learners by creating a suitable <point
atmosphere in learning. (Leaver et al. (2005:47) explains that field sensitive learners
exploit the complete language atmosphere for understanding and
learning.
3-Learning styles
Learning styles may also affect accomplishing learners' goals in SLA. This
can be different from one learner to another. Troike (2006) says that learning style
refers to a learner's favorite technique when processing second language. Such
and memorizing ¢ classifying¢ conceptualizing<techniques include perceiving
some learners are more interested in analytical styles <information Interestingly
compared with others who prefer communicated styles or field learning
these individual « However( 2012<Zafar) (independent or dependent learners.
characteristics have been argued by Norton (2000) as being variable and thus do not
provide the same result every time. Meanwhile Hirano (2009:34) claims that
"Another problem in assigning the cause of learning difficulty to a stable individual
characteristic is that it often precludes pedagogical
action™
4-Social interaction
Interaction through society has an impact on developing second language
Menezes (2013) argues that VVygotskian states that language <teaching. Moreover
learners in L2 could <learning in a social context is mediate progress. Consequently
the environment surrounding «<not learn a language individually. Furthermore
learners plays a significant role in performing to a high level of learning; this is
2008). «called Zone Proximal Development (ZPD) (Lantolf and Poehner
it appears that it is questionable whether ZPD is the same as the role <Interestingly
of the teacher outside the class. Lightbowfi and Spada (2006:47) explain the
Krashen hypotheses as "Interaction facilitates' those cognitive processes by giving
learners access to the input they need to activate internal processes. In Vygotskyan
with ¢ greater importance is attached to the conversations themselves<theory
learning occurring through the social interaction.” Schleppegrell and Colombi
2011 :57) describe language as a "semiotic tool™ ¢« (cited in Hinkel<(2002)
interrelated with social perspective in creating meaning. This interaction could be
physical or symbolic.
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5-Interlanguage
One of the most effective factor that has an influence on English teaching process
is interlanguage. It is important to clarify what is meant by the interlanguage in
second learning. Lightbown and Spada (2006:223) explain that “Larry
Selinker(1972) provided the name of interlanguage to learners' developing second
language knowledge as a transferring from L1 to understand L2". This means that
interlanguage explores learners' errors in second language in order to progress the
learning process to focus on the meaning more than the form. Meanwhile Carter
and Nunan (2001: 88) suggest that there are three conditions are related to learners
« students made unpredictable errors. Secondly<and how they make errors. Firstly
« Finally<second language learners made errors logically rather than accidentally
learners appeared to move through a series of stages as they developed competence
in the target language errors are likely to be more effective in the second language
teaching process due to the fact that they distinguish between the transference from
LI to L2 and the errors which are made by interaction or the input from the target
interlanguage supporters argue that errors of L2 learners <language. Furthermore
are not made randomly but they are made logically. This leads to the development
of interlanguage theory into many strategies. Lightbown and Spada (2006:4) say
«that interlanguage contained different approaches such as language transfer
communication ¢« strategies of second language learning:«transfer of training
interlanguage have been queried «strategies and overgeneralization. Furthermore
who says that "There is still a great deal of work to be done <by Corder (1975: 209)
in understanding how learners use their interlanguage to achieve communicative
another crucial point refers to «<purposes.” According to Han (2013:135)
uncompleted development in achieving the goal of acquirement learning process
for different unknown reasons which is identified by the term of "fossilization".
This is more likely to occur in older learners who have not been motivated in
acquiring L2. The latter point has been devastatingly critigued by Tarone
who claims that the original interlanguage factor is controlled in such «(2006:750)
a fashion as to be relevant only to acquire  second

language.
6-Comperhensible
input

It seems that a high intake of second language acquisition teaching
results in increasing the learner's ability to obtain a suitable input which
assists in development of English as a process. This is called '
«comprehensible input hypotheses'. According to Menezes (2013:405)
Krashen argued that this input indicates that acquisition is subconscious
Mitchell and <acquisition rather than conscious learning. In the other hand
Myles (2004:45) say that Krashen has questioned whether the
subconscious and conscious process could be judged and defined in such
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as examination and judgement of such are <« convincing manner
comprehensible input leads to appearance <extremely complex. Moreover
which the progress «of grammatical formation in an expected organization
at which can be stopped to the brain by a strong influential filter such as
a learner with low filters feels ¢ 2013:405). Thuschigh anxiety (Menezes
self-confident and is more likely to achieve his goal of acquiring produced
input. while the high filter learner suffers from feeling challenged in
acquiring L2 due to shyness or anxiety. There is no doubt that there is a
relationship between the comprehensible input as a crucial factor and the
improvement of teaching English language. This leads to the fact that the
teacher has to provide suitable input to the learners inside the classroom
such as activities which meet learners needs.

7-Mental abilities
Another possible area of acquiring L2 which relates to learners is the
mental ability which has a significant role in teaching English language as
it assists language construction which is imprinted in a learner mentality.
This is known as the Language Acquisition Device (LAD) (Philp et al
2008:10). which has provided a sufficient analysis of the ability of second
language learners to acquire a second language despite the fact that they
only have a roundabout admission to it (farahani et al 2014:299).
Menezes (2013:405) argues that mental ability only focuses on <Moreover
and ignores the need to communicate with others <the way the brain works
to successfully acquire L2. Recent developments in cognitive theories
have heightened the need for adapting mental ability acquisition.
as it cited in Herschensohn and Young-Scholten <Chomsky argues
learners have the ability to learn a new language by using ¢(2013:331)
their mental ability and their understanding of the input produced by the
teachers rather than relying on the formation of the process. Mental ability
understanding and reproducing «is concerned with creativity of identifying

information for L2 learners.
The participants
there were 15 lectures from males and females « In this study

teaching English in University of Tripoli who were randomly selected.

Data Analysis

which was arranged «  This research paper based on a quantitative study
depending on the purposes mentioned above. The data was collected by a
questionnaire contains 15 (yes or no) questions. This questionnaire was given to the
participants in University of Tripoli to investigate the relationship between the
factors mentioned in literature review section and English teaching process. The
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of the
percentage.
The table below shows the percentage of the participants who participated in the
questionnaire. It illustrates the number of males compared with
females.

responding questionnaire was analyzed by measuring the

participants

H males Hfemales

Figure 1. (gender of participants)

Frequency Percent Valid percent | Cumulative percent
Valid  Male 11 73¢3 733 73.3
Female 4 26¢7 26¢7 100.0
Total 15 100.0 100.0
The description of the questionnaire
The questionnaire as a research tool for collecting data consists of 15 items from
for both gender. <the participants who are teaching English at University of Tripoli
«This questionnaire aims to collect data relating to the lecturers' opinions
and attitudes towards the importance of second language acquisition <experiences
which have an impact on English teaching process at University of Tripoli. «factors
The table below shows the responses to the questions which were measured by
percentage.
Items Yes or No | Participants Percent
| think aptitude seems to be important in learning Yes 1 6.7%
language by focusing on accuracy in learning
rather than the area of No 14 93.3%
fluency. Total 15 100%
| think learning aptitude has a negative impact on Yes 4 26.7%
learners' development.
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No 11 73.3%
Total 15 100%
| think most of the learners have the lack of Yes 10 66.7%
motivation in learning English
language. No 5 33.3%
Total 15 100%
| think most of the students are motived to learn Yes 14 93.3%
English for occupational reasons.
No 1 6.7%
Total 15 100%
| think learners are more interested in Yes 12 80%
communicative style compared with analytical
style in learning language. No 3 20%
Total 15 100%
| think most of students tend to learn by Yes 13 86.7%
memorizing new language as a learning style in
learning. No 2 13.3%
Total 15 100%
the environment surrounding learners plays a Yes 14 93.3%
significant role in performing to a high level of
learning. No 1 6.7%
Total 15 100%
| think some students are suffering from the lack Yes 9 60%
of social interaction outside the
classroom. No 6 40%
Total 15 100%
| think most students are relying on the first Yes 8 53.3%
language to understand the second one.
No 7 46.7%
Total 15 100%
| think the interlanguage has a negative effect on Yes 14 93.3%
learning English language.
No 1 6.7%
Total 15 100%
The quality of the input which received from the Yes 13 86.7%
students is depending on the teachers' aptitudes
and experience. No 2 13.3%
Total 15 100%
The non-use for authentic material contributes to Yes 10 66.7%
introduce weak input for learners.
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No 5 33.3%

Total 15 100%

| think most students unable to acquire a Yes 6 40%

language effectively more than others due to the No 9 60%

mental ability they have. Total 15 100%

| think learners unable to create a new input Yes 10 66.7%
relating to their ability to acquire a second

language. No 5 33.3%

Total 15 100%

| think the teacher's role has to be effective by Yes 14 93.3%
creating a variable atmosphere inside the

classroom. No 1 6.7%

Total 100%

Results of the study

the results presented 93.3% of lecturers who did <« Based on the questionnaire
from <not agree that the aptitude of accuracy is more essential than fluency. Also
this point most of them (73.3%) think that aptitude has a negative impact on English
learning. The majority 66.7% of the participants agree that there is a lack of
a small minority of the participants <motivation in learning process. Apparently
(6.7) consider that students are motived to learn English for occupational reasons.
from 80% to 86% of lecturers think <In terms of learning style as an effective factor
students interested in communicated style in learning and they prefer to use
memorizing style to acquire language. The table also showed that the large number
of around 93.3% has an agreement that environment surrounding learners is
effective factor in acquiring
language.

60% of lecturers believe «  According to social interaction outside the classroom
that learners are suffering from the lack of social interaction. The table
demonstrated approximately half 46.7% of participants do not think that students
are relying on the first language to acquire second language compared with 93.3%
who state interlanguage affects negatively on learning English. It can be seen that
only 13.3% of lecturers think there is a link between the quality of received input
the non-use of authentic material <and the teachers' facilities and experiences. Also
which was presented «<produces non-effective input according to 66.7% of lecturers
the similar percentage in focusing on the learners' abilities to create new input.
the large proportion around 93.3% of participants think the lecturer's role <Likewise
has to be effective by creating a variable atmosphere inside the
classroom.

Discussion
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The results above showed the responds of the questionnaire items. These items
are categorized into the seven factors mentioned in literature review section. It
seems that there is a link between some of these factors and English teaching
the findings of the «process for enhancing efficiency and productivity. Likewise
study appear to be a reflection for lecturers to distinguish between the dominant and
less dominant factors influencing English teaching process. Some of these factors
hinder the quality of English teaching and
learning.
Conclusion
« comprehensible inputc motivation« learners stylec  Understanding the aptitude
social interaction and the mental abilities for the students contribute <interlanguage
to improve English teaching positively to meet students' needs. According to these
lecturers' role has to be changed from non-active to active attitude toward <factors
the findings of the current study answered the <English teaching. To conclude
questions mentioned above in research questions

section.

Recommendations
which may assist in developingand <«  The following are some recommendations
enhancing the processes of English language teaching within Libyan
universities.
1-Lecturers should encourage students to be more autonomous in English
learning.
2-Lecturers have to use authentic materials to motivate students and visual
orientation.
3-Lecturers need to be aware of student's needs and identify anxiety
level.
4-Creat a suitable atmosphere in the classroom to enhance the role of the student in
learning.
5-Provide activities which meet with different students’ mental ability.
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