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Abstract

This study investigates the use of poetry in EFL classrooms. It aims to examine
students' general perceptions and attitudes towards studying poetry, and evaluates
whether poetry texts could improve students' language skKills, enrich their
vocabulary, and reflect their motivation and appreciation. This study also
identifies the difficulties that students may encounter in studying the poetry
course. In addition, it suggests certain techniques and applications for teaching
poetry in EFL classrooms. The sample of this study includes the 7™ semester
students of English major enrolled in the Spring semester of the academic year
2020-2021 in Faculty of Languages /Azzaytuna university. The instrument of data
collection is a questionnaire distributed to the students in the beginning and at the
end of the course. The results show that students could provide positive attitudes
towards studying poetry. Additionally, the results indicate that there are
statistically significant differences between the pre-test and the post-test. Finally,
the researcher recommends that university professors should vary their techniques
in teaching poetry in EFL classrooms.

Keywords: Poetry, Poetry Appreciations, Motivation, Language Skills,
Techniques and Applications.
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Introduction

Recently, there has been an increased interest in using literature in teaching
English language. Many studies (Cetinavci & Tutunis, 2012; Ozen and
Mohammadzadeh, 2012; Ozal, 2006; Kadioglu, 2005) have supported the
significance of using literature to a foreign language teaching. Literature is
considered as an encouraging strategy for language learning purposes. Van (2009)
points out that a literary text can be used to develop the proficiency of language
learning programs and offers some benefits in the classroom. Similarly,
Bagherkazemi & Alemi (2010) advocate that literary texts increase students’
motivation to read and write proficiently to support their academic and
educational needs.

Poetry as a literary genre reflects human being's experiences, ideas and
passions. Since poetry is directly derived from human life, it could increase
students' knowledge and experiences about the problems, values, moral, culture
and interests of human beings. It also provides students with much aesthetic,
intellectual and emotional pleasure. In addition, poetry according to Panaveil
(2011) can be considered as a valuable resource to practice language skills.
Therefore, this research paper will investigate EFL students’ perceptions and
appreciation towards studying poetry in the university level.

Literature Review
Advantages of using poetry in EFL classrooms

It has been observed from the researcher's own experience that poetry is one
of the most unsatisfying courses for undergraduate students, majoring in English.
Poetry has not been favored much in language classrooms, and professors have
not considered the benefits of using poetry in teaching the language. According to
Denman (2013), poetry is the most neglected component in language curriculums.
Similarly, Lockward (1994) argues that most English professors seem least
comfortable with poetry. They neither enjoy nor read poetry on their own and they
consider it as a difficult and unfruitful task. Zelenkova (2004) highlights the
conviction that learners might have difficulties in understanding poetry due to
linguistic and cultural vagueness, which influences the use of literature within the
teaching process.

However, poetry is considered to be an effective tool for a multi-skill
development in language learning. Many scholars (Mckay, 1982; Collie & Slater,
1987; lazar, 1996; Heath, 1998; Panavelil, 2011) have asserted that using poetry in
language classrooms is beneficial for students due to several reasons:

1- Poetry can be used as a valuable resource to introduce and practice language
by exposing students to authentic models - real language in context which can
develop their language skills (Panavelil (2011).

2- Poems also provide students with insights into developing cross-cultural
awareness and this in turn will help them in acquiring fluency in the target
language (Lazar,1996).

3- Poems supply students with an opportunity to enrich their vocabulary in a way
by offering meaningful context, in which they could be used and hence be
remembered more effectively (Lazar, 1996).

50 .
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4- Poems offer inspiration and can serve as a good model for creative writing
(McKay, 1982; Collie & Slater, 1987).

5- Poems deal with universal themes and human concerns, they offer opportuniti
es for students to project their feelings and emotions, thus fostering personal
involvement in learners (Heath,1998

Basic Elements of Poetry

Poetry shares many qualities with other forms of writing, but it also has many
distinctive features and elements.

1- Structure of the poem

The structure is an important method of analyzing a poem. The structure has to
do with the overall organization of lines and/or the conventional patterns of sound.

a- Stanzas: A stanza is a series of lines grouped together and separated by an
empty line from other stanza. (Altenbernd & Lewis, 1966)

Couplet (two lines)
Tercet (three lines)
Quatrain (four lines)
Cinquain (five lines)
Sestet (six lines)
Septet (seven lines)
Octave (eight lines)

b- Forms of the poem

A poem is a piece of writing that uses imaginative words to share ideas,
emotions or a story with the reader. It has a specific number of lines, rhyme
scheme and/or metrical pattern.. The three most common types of poems
according to form are: (Fard, 2017)

1- Lyric Poetry: It is any poem with one speaker (not necessary the poet) who
expresses strong thoughts and feeling. This type includes:

a-

Sonnet: It is a lyrical poem that consists of 14 lines and usually written
in an iambic pentameter. There are two basic kinds of sonnets: the
Italian or Petrarchan sonnet and the Shakespearean or Elizabethan/
English sonnet. The Italian/Petrarchan sonnet is named after Petrarch,
an ltalian Renaissance poet. The Petrarchan sonnet consists of an
octave (eight lines) and a sestet (six lines). The Shakespearean sonnet
consists of three quatrains (four lines each) and a concluding couplet
(two lines). The Petrarchan sonnet tends to divide the thought into two
parts (argument and concluding); the Shakespearean, into four (the
final couplet is the summary). (Alexander, 1979)

Ode: It is usually a lyric poem of moderate length, with a serious
subject, an elevated style, and an elaborate stanza pattern.

Elegy: It is a lyric poem that mourns the dead. It has no set metric or
stanza pattern, but it usually begins by reminiscing about the dead
person, then laments the reason for the death, and then resolves the
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grief by concluding that death leads to immortality. It often uses the
apostrophe as a literary technique. It can have a fairly formal style, and
sound similar to an ode.

d- Haiku: It is usually considered a lyric poem. It has an unrhymed verse
form having three lines (tercet) and usually 5, 7, 5 syllables,
respectively.

2- Narrative Poems: A narrative poem is a longer form of poetry that tells
an entire story, with an introduction of the conflict and characters, rising
actions climax and conclusion. Narrative poems contain all of the
elements of a fully developed story, including characters, plot, conflict,
and resolution. These poems are typically told by just one narrator or

speaker. It is a poem that tells a story; its structure resembles the plot line

of a story (i.e. the introduction of conflict and characters, rising action,

climax and conclusion).

a- Ballad: It is a narrative poem that has a musical rhythm and can be
sung. A ballad is usually organized into quatrains or cinquains has a
simple rhythm structure, and tells the tales of ordinary people.

b- Epic: It is a long narrative poem in an elevated recounting the deeds of
a legendary or historical hero.

c- Limerick: It is usually a narrative poem based upon a short and
anecdote. It has a very structured poem, usually humorous and
composed of five lines (a cinquain), in an aabba rhyming pattern; beat
must be anapestic (weak, weak, strong) with 3 feet in lines 1, 2, & 5
and 2 feet in lines 3 & 4.

3- Descriptive Poems: It is a poem that describes the world that surrounds the

speaker. It uses imagery and adjectives. (Altenbernd & Lewis, 1966)

2- Sound Patterns

a- Rhyme

Rhyme is the repetition of similar sounds. In poetry, the most common
kind of rhyme is the end rhyme, which occurs at the end of two or more lines. It is
usually identified with lower case letters, and a new letter is used to identify each
new end sound.

Examples:

One day | wrote her name upon the strand,
But came the waves and washed it away,
Again | wrote it with a second hand,

But came the tide and made my pains his pray.

The rhyme scheme of this stanza is abab.
b- Rhythm and Meter

Meter is the systematic regularity in rhythm; this systematic rhythm (or sound
pattern) is usually identified by examining the type of "foot™ and number of feet.
(Altenbernd & Lewis, 1966).
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1- Poetic Foot: The traditional line of metered poetry contains a number of
rhythmical unit, which are called feet. The feet in a line are distinguished
as a recurring of two or three syllables. For example the word "apple™ has
two syllables, "banana™ has three syllables, etc. The pattern, or foot, is
designated according to the number of syllables contained, and the
relationship in each foot between the strong and weak syllables. Thus:

_ = astressed (for strong, or heavy) syllable
U = an unstressed (for weak, or quiet) syllable

In other words, any line of poetry with a systematic rhythm has a certain
number of feet, and each foot has two or three syllables with a constant beat
pattern. (Altenbbernd & lewis, 1966)

a- lamb (lambic): one unstressed (weak) syllable followed by one stressed
(strong) syllable.

b- Trochee (Trochaic): one stressed (strong) syllable followed by one
(unstressed) weak syllable.

c- Anapest (Anapestic): two unstressed (weak) syllables by one stressed
(strong) syllable.

d- Dactyl (Dactylic): one stressed (strong) syllable followed by two
unstressed (weak) syllable.

e- Spondee (Spondaic): two stressed (strong) syllables. A spondee usually
appears at the end of a line.

2- The number of feet: The second part of meter is the number of feet
contained in a line.

monometer = one foot

diameter = two feet

trimeter = three feet

tetrameter = four feet

pentameter = five feet

hexameter = six feet

heptameter = seven feet

octameter = eight feet

Therefore, poems are identified by the type of feet (e.g. iambic) and the
number of feet in a line (e.g. pentameter). The following line is an iambic
pentameter because it has five feet (pentameter), and each foot has two syllables
with the stress on the second syllable (iambic).

One Day / | Wrote / her Name / Upon /the Strand

(Edmond  Spencer,  Amoretti,
no.75)

3- Figurative Language
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A figurative language is made of figures of speech used as poetic techniques.
These techniques enable the reader to understand the underlying representation
and the deep philosophy embodied in a given poem and to develop a sense of
appreciation. A poem that lacks the poetic devices is just like a wireless guitar. A
poem without figures of speech is meaningless. The most common and important
literary images to be looked for in a poem are: simile, metaphor, personification
and symbol. Others but less important to be dealt with such as paradox, irony,
apostrophe, alliteration and assonance. (Alexander, 1979).

Literary devices are used to bring richness and clarity to the texts. The writers
use them to make their texts appealing and meaningful.

o Simile: A Simile is a device used to compare one object to another to help
readers understand or to clarify the meanings using ‘as’ or ‘like’. e.g. My
love is as a fever, longing still ... ..

e Metaphor: A metaphor is an implied comparison which imaginatively
identifies one object with another. e.g. "She is a fox." The characteristics of
the "lady" have been implied through the usage of the "fox™ without being
directly expressed.

« Personification: It is the representation of human characteristics to those
of nonhuman organisms to make them fell and think in a human passion.
For example, Byron in his poem Child Harold makes out of rain a
dancing lady. "And the big rain comes dancing to the earth."

e Symbolism: Symbolism is a use of symbols to signify ideas and qualities
and give meanings different from their literal meanings. “Evening”
symbolizes death and the end of life and “twilight” is the symbol of last
moments of life or old age. (Crossing the Bar by Alfred Tennyson)

e Imagery: The use of imagery makes the reader to visualize the writer’s
feelings and emotions. For example, Shakespeare in his sonnet 138 uses
imagery such as "Although she knows my days are past the best" and
"Therefore I lie with her and she with me.

« Alliteration: Alliteration is the repetition of the same consonant sounds in
the same lines of poetry such as the sounds of /th/ and /s/ in "But the sea in
the darkness calls" and the sound of /w/ in "The little waves, with their
soft, white hands". (The Tide Rises, the Tide Falls by Henery Longfellow)

e Assonance: Assonance is the repetition of vowel sounds in the same line
such as the sound of /a/ With Coral clasp and Amer studs". (The
Passionate Shepherd to His Love by Christopher Marlowe)

o Consonance: Consonance is the repetition of consonant sounds such as
the sound of /t/ in “what wealth the show to me had brought” and /n/ sound
in “in vacant or in pensive.” (I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud by William
wordsworth)

Selecting Appropriate Poems

The selection of the poems is the most important thing in teaching poetry.
Scholars such as Brumfitet. al. 1997, Duff & Maley 2002, Burke 2003, Thom
2008, recommend that using literary texts such as poetry in EFL classrooms is to
develop students' language skills. Therefore, poems should be selected carefully
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with the consideration of students' needs, levels, motivation and cultural
background. In addition, such poems should include themes that attract students'
attention, provoke their emotional responses and enrich their discussion. .

Previous Empirical Studies

Many studies have been conducted on teaching poetry in EFL classrooms. One
of the empirical studies was conducted by Cetinavci & Tutunis (2012) on two
groups (experimental and control) of English language students in Faculty of
English Language Teaching in Turkey. They used a questionnaire to examine
students' attitudes towards poetry use in an EFL classroom. The two groups
attended a course in poetry analysis and teaching prior to participating in the
survey. The experimental group was provided with new techniques and activities.
The results of the study demonstrated that the experimental group favored poetry
as an asset for teaching English. The new techniques, along with prepared poetry-
centered activities, the experimental group demonstrated that poetry as a literary
genre can be used to facilitate language learning by reducing anxiety and
increasing motivation (p. 83).

Another study was conducted by, Ozen and Mohammadzadeh (2012), in
Cyprus International University, on the effect of using poetry-based vocabulary
teaching activities on vocabulary development. The study took place in Cyprus
International University on two classes. One class was assigned as an
experimental group and the other one was assigned as a control group. The
experimental group was taught new vocabulary items through poetry activities.
The control group was taught new vocabulary items through traditional course
book activities. The results of study illustrated that both experimental and control
group had lower vocabulary knowledge before the treatment. Meanwhile, after the
treatment, the post test results of the experimental group had more extensive
vocabulary knowledge by means of poetry based vocabulary teaching activities.

In addition, Ozal (2006) conducted a study on EFL students in Corlu Private
Trakya College/ Ondokus Mayis University/ Cyprus, in order to show the effects
of the poetry-based instructions on the students’ attitudes towards studying poetry.
According to the results of the questionnaire, it was concluded that poetry-based
instructions created a positive effect on the students’ attitude towards foreign
language learning. It was proved that poetry-based instructions created an
encouraging classroom environment with activities and materials, and this
decreased the level of the students’ anxiety.

Similarly, Kadioglu (2005) conducted a study on EFL students at elementary
level in Sosyal Bilimler Institute/ Mustafa Kemal University. He investigated the
effect of the poetry activities in improving students' vocabulary and their
communicative abilities. The findings of the study revealed that poetry was an
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effective means of enhancing communicative abilities of the students at
elementary level.

Statement of the Problem

Using poetry in language classrooms could improve students' language
awareness, motivation, personal reflection and cultural understanding.
Unfortunately, little attention is given to poetry in EFL classrooms. In the light of
the researchers’ observations and experience in the field of English language
teaching, many professors and students consider poetry as one of the most
complicated forms of literary expressions. The problem is as Khatib (2011) points
out that those students fail to appreciate poetry mainly because of inappropriate
selection of materials and unaffected teaching methods.

Research Objectives

1. To examine students' perceptions and attitudes towards studying poetry.
2. To prove that studying poetry could improve students' language skills.
3. Toidentify the difficulties that students might face in appreciating poetry.

Research Questions

The study aims to answer the following questions:

1- What is the general attitude of students toward studying poetry?
2- Can poetry improve students' language skills?
3- What are the problems that encounter students in appreciating poetry?

Methodology

Sampling

The strategy that was used for the sampling of this research is convenience or
opportunity sampling. Dornyei (2007: 98) stated that "a convenient or opportunity
sampling is an important criterion of the sample selection that focuses on the
convenience of the researcher”. In this type of sampling, the target population
were selected on the basis of some specific criteria such as easy accessibility,
availability at a certain time.
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Participants and Setting

The population of this study were undergraduate students studying in English
Department, Faculty of Languages and Translation, University of Azzaytuna. The
researcher as the course instructor selected 15 students enrolled in the 7"
semester. They have studied poetry course in the Spring semester of the academic
year 2020-2021.

Research Instruments

The questionnaire

In order to achieve the objectives of the current study, the searcher utilized one
instrument: a pre-test and post-test questionnaire to examine students' attitudes
and perceptions towards the course by implementing a certain strategy. In
addition, the questionnaire was revised and checked by two staff members in the
department of English language for its feasibility and suitability.

Materials of the course

The course lasted 14 weeks and students studied five selected poems (sonnets and
lyrics).

1- "1 Wandered Lonely as a Cloud". A lyric by William Wordsworth.

2- "She walks in beauty, like the Night". A poem by Lord Byron

3- "One Day | Wrote her Name upon the Strand". A sonnet by Edmond
Spencer.

4- "Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer's Day". A sonnet by William
Shakespeare.

5- "l Find no Peace". A sonnet by Thomas Wyatt.

Procedures

Students studied the poems mentioned above for the whole semester. Each
poem lasted two lectures within two weeks. Throughout the poetry course,
students read and analyzed the poems by implementing specific techniques.

In the study a pre-test at the first week of the class and a post-test questionnaire
at the last week of the whole course were distributed to students including their
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attitudes and perceptions on studying poetry. In addition, the obstacles that may
encounter them in appreciating poetry.

Techniques used in teaching poetry

The following steps were applied to all the poems during the course.

Step 1. Selecting and presenting the text to students to study.

1.1 Model Reading
1.2 Individual Reading
Step 2. Introducing the poet, and summarizing the poem's popularity.

Step 3. Finding the general meaning and the major themes of the poem.

Step 4. Analyzing the literary and the poetic devices used in the poem.

Sample One

I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud by William Wordsworth

I wandered lonely as a cloud

That floats on high o’er vales and hills,
When all at once | saw a crowd,

A host, of golden daffodils;

Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.

Continuous as the stars that shine

And twinkle on the milky way,

They stretched in never-ending line
Along the margin of a bay:

Ten thousand saw | at a glance,
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.

The waves beside them danced; but they
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee:

A poet could not but be gay,

In such a jocund company:

| gazed—and gazed—but little thought
What wealth the show to me had brought:
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For oft, when on my couch I lie

In vacant or in pensive mood,

They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;

And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.

First Step: A lyric poem by Wordsworth "I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud" was
selected and presented to the students.

1- Model Reading: The instructor read out the poem orally at least three times
and the students listened carefully.
2- Individual Reading: The students one by one read the poem.

Second Step: Students were introduced to the poet and the poem's popularity.
William Wordsworth is a British poet who is associated with the Romantic
movement of the early 19" century. The poem was written as a lyric to capture the
bewitching beauty of the wildflowers and express as a deeper feeling and
emotions of the poet. It has become an eternal classic for describing the nature and
its scenic beauty.

Third Step:

1- The general meaning of the poem is "Nature works as a redeemer for
human's soul”. As this poem is about the captivating beauty of nature, it has been
written from the subject point of view. It details the poet's encounters with the
majestic daffodils in the field beside the lake. The expression of wonder can be
felt throughout the poem. The feeling of enjoying the fascinating beauty of nature
and its impact on the human mind can leave the reader desiring to spend more
time with nature.

2- Major Themes: The major theme of this poem is nature and human
involvement in natural beauty. It also points to another theme - the impact
of nature on a human. The poem encompasses the thoughts of an adult,
why he meanders over the hills and how this sudden occurrence is a
blessing in his solitude. The never-ending row of those enchanting flowers
impresses him so much that he compares them with the sparkling stars of
the galaxy. He is captivated by the amazing view of nature. This
everlasting impact, triggered by nature, often serves as a delight for the
poet, when he feels in loneliness.

Fourth Step:
1- Analysis of the literary devices in "'l Wandered Lonely as a Cloud"

e Simile: There are two similes used in this poem. The first simile is "I
wandered lonely as a cloud." Wordsworth compares his loneliness
with a single cloud. The second simile used in the opening line of the
second stanza, "Continues as the stars that shine." Here the poet
compares the endless row of daffodils with countless stars.
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Metaphor: Wordsworth has used one metaphor in this poem in the last
stanza as "They flash upon that inward eye." Here "inward eye"
represents the sweet memory of daffodils.

Personification: The poet has personified "daffodils™ in the third line
as, "When all at once | saw a crowed.” The crowed shows the number
of daffodils. The second example of personification is used in the
second stanza as, "Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.” It shows
that the daffodils are humans that can dance. The third example is in
the third stanza such as, "In a jocund company.” Here the poet
considered the daffodils as his buoyant company.

Imagery: Wordsworth has used images appealing to the sense of sight
such as "lonely as a cloud”, "a crowed", "never-ending-line", "milky
way" and "jocund company.” These descriptions helps the reader to
imagine or feel the same joy felt by the speaker.

Alliteration: Alliterations have been used in the same line of the poem
such as the use of /g/ sound in, "I gazed and gazed" and the use of /w/
sound in, "What wealth the show to me had brought."

Assonance: VVowel sounds have been repeated in the same line such as
the sound of /a/ in "Ten thousand | saw at a glance™ and /e/ sound in
"They stretched in never-ending."

Consonance: Consonant sounds have been repeated such as the sound
of /t/ in "what wealth the show to me had brought" and /n/ sound in "in
vacant or in pensive."

2- Analysis of the poetic devices used in "I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud"".

Stanza: In this poem, there are four stanzas with six lines in each.
Rhyme Scheme: The poem follows the ABABCC rhyme scheme,
where the first line rhymes with the third, and the second line rhymes
with the fourth lines respectively.

lambic Tetrameter: The poem follows lambic Tetrameter which means
there are four feet per line, or each unstressed syllable is followed by a
stressed syllable as in the first line of this poem such as " | wandered
lonelyasa™.

Parallelism: It is the use of components in a sentence that is similar in
their construction, sound, meaning or meter such as, "beside the lake
beneath the trees".

Sample Two:

She Walks in Beauty by Lord Byron

She walks in beauty, like the night
Of cloudless climes and starry skies;
And all that’s best of dark and bright
Meet in her aspect and her eyes;
Thus mellowed to that tender light
Which heaven to gaudy day denies.
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One shade the more, one ray the less,
Had half impaired the nameless grace
Which waves in every raven tress,

Or softly lightens o’er her face;

Where thoughts serenely sweet express,
How pure, how dear their dwelling-place.

And on that cheek, and o’er that brow,
So soft, so calm, yet eloguent,

The smiles that win, the tints that glow,
But tell of days in goodness spent,

A mind at peace with all below,

A heart whose love is innocent!

First Step: A poem by Lord Byron "She Walks in Beauty" was selected and
presented to the students. The same procedures manipulated in sample 1.

1- Model Reading
2- Individual Reading

Second Step: Introducing the poet and the poem's popularity. "She Walks in
Beauty" by Lord Byron is a marvelous poem published in 1815. The poem offers a
bewitchingly romantic description of a charming woman with whom the speaker
seems familiar. It deals with her exceptional internal and external beauty. The
secret of the popularity of this poem lies in the way it has presented the beauty of
"A mind at peace".

Third Step:

1- The general meaning of the poem "She Walks in Beauty" is an admiration
of internal and external beauty. The poem celebrates the enchanting beauty
of the woman, and the poet is captivated by it. Lord Byron gives a critical
message to the readers that perfect beauty is the combination of outward
looks as well as inner beauty. According to the poet, the woman is blessed
with attractive looks and also possesses a physical and spiritual harmony.
Her innocent and pure thoughts further illuminate her beauty. It is through
her graceful walk and pleasant face, Byron gives a clue of her innocent
soul. The expression of beauty remains at the core of the poem.

2- Major Themes: The major themes of the poem include beauty and
harmony of mind and body. The poet describes and compares beauty with
a variety of phrases such as — "tender lights" as he creates beautiful
imagery for her charming features, and the eloquence of speech and purity
of love. Byron focuses on the beauty with classical diction as well. He
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believes that beauty lies within and that the body only projects that beauty.
Also, the balance between light and dark clearly indicates the perfection of
that beauty where even a slight change can damage the prettiness. The
thematic strand of beauty and harmony runs throughout the poem.
Fourth Step: Byron has given this poem a depth and clarity with an appropriate
use of literary devices. The analysis of some of the devices used in this poem is
given below.

1- Analysis of the literary devices in **She walks in Beauty"

Simile: There is one simile used in the opening of the poem, "She
Walks in beauty, like the night.” Lord Byron compares the walk of that
lady with a dark and clear night which also means that her footsteps
are not heard.

Metaphor: There are two metaphors in the poem, in lines eleven and
twelve. "Where thoughts serenely sweet express / How pure how dear
their dwelling place.” Here the poet compares thoughts with people
and ‘'dwelling place” with the mind. Similarly, "Raven Tress"
represents the dark hair of the lady that adds further to her beauty.
Personification: The poet has personified "dwelling place” with the
human. He also personifies the lady's ‘cheek™ and "brow" with people
as if they can speak about the good days.

Imagery: Byron has used images appealing to the sense of sight such
as, "night"; “starry sky"; "cloudless climes™; "cheek" and 'brow".
These images speak for themselves and allow the readers to feel the
same beauty that has delighted the poet.

Assonance: VVowel sounds are repeated in the same line such as the
sound /a/ in "Had half impaired the nameless grace™ and the sound /e/
in "where thoughts serenely sweet express".

Consonance: Consonant sounds are repeated in the same lines such as
the sound /s/ in "where thoughts serenely sweet express' and /c/ sound
in "of cloudless climes and starry skies".

2- Analysis of the poetic devices in *She Walks in Beauty"'

Stanza: In this poem there are three stanzas with six lines in each.
Rhyme Scheme: The poem follows ABABAB in the first six lines. In
the second it is CDCDCD, and in the last stanza, the rhyme scheme is
EFEFEF.

lambic Tetrameter: The poem follows lambic Tetrameter which means
there are four feet per line or each unstressed syllable is followed by a
stressed syllable as in the first line of the poem "She walks in beauty,
like the night".

Data Analysis and Discussion

1- Analyzing and discussing the pre-test questionnaire

The following table shows in numbers and percentages of students' attitude
towards studying poetry.
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Q.1-What is the general attitude of students toward Agree Disagree
studying poetry? Sum | Percentage | Sum | Percentage
Items

1 Studying poetry is enjoyable and interesting. 2 13.34% | 13 86.66%
2 Poetry provides students with authentic materials. 4 26.66% | 11 73.34%
3 Poetry enhances creativity. 2 13.34% | 13 86.66%
4 Poetry motivates students inside the classroom. 1 6.66% | 14 93.34%
5 Poetry introduces students to different cultures. 2 13.34% | 10 86.66%
6 Poetry assists students to be linguistically proficient. | 4 26.66% | 11 73.34%
Q.2 | Can poetry improve students' language skills?
7 Poetry expands students' vocabulary. 3 20% | 12 80%
8 Poetry develops critical reading. 2 13.34% | 13 | 86.66%
9 Poetry enhances speaking skills. 3 20% | 10 80%
10 Poetry improves reading skills. 4 20% | 11 73.34%
11 Poetry strengthens writing skills. 1 6.66% | 14 | 93.34%
12 Poetry develops listening skills 6 40% | 9 60%
Q.3 | What difficulties may students encounter in

appreciating poetry?
13 Appreciating poetry is challenging for students. 14 93.34% | 1 6.66%
14 Literary and poetic devices are hard to be recognized. | 13 86.66% | 2 13.34%
15 Students face linguistic difficulty in poetry. 15 100% | 2 0%

As can be seen in the table above, students provided dissatisfaction towards
studying poetry. They demonstrated negative responses to all the items. It should
be indicated here that students have never read or seen any literary piece of
English poetry. They have studied reading comprehension, listening and speaking
and writing as well as other areas such as grammar and pronunciation. However,
it was not obvious for them to consider that studying poetry is beneficial. It can be
inferred from the table above that the scores given to the items of question 1 (1, 2,
3, 4, 5, 6) are approximately the same in which the percentage was between
(6.66% up to 26.66%). The negative responses of the first question items reflect
that the students could not judge whether poetry is an essential part in learning a
language.
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Concerning the items of language skills (7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12), as shown in the
answers of question 2 in the table above, the percentage was between (6.66% up
to 40%). It can be elicited that the students have not been exposed to poetry course
and therefore could not realize that poetry texts are a great value in improving
their language skills. As a result, they responded negatively in providing
acceptable answers except that of item 12 which recorded 40% in comparison
with the percentages of the other ones. This in turns proved that students have not
recognized the advantages that can be derived from studying the poetry course.

The last three items (13, 14, and 15) which demonstrated whether there was any
difficulty in studying poetry, students provided agreements that studying poetry
may be tough for them in which the percentages were from 83 up to 100. Most of
the students agreed that studying poetry is a challenge. Such a challenge lies in
that poetry is difficult to appreciate. It is also hard to recognize the literary and
poetic devices in any given poetry text. Since students have never experienced or
exposed to any poetry texts, they provided undesirable answers. In general, the
pre-test questionnaire demonstrated that students' attitude towards poetry is
negative.

Towards new suggested techniques in teaching poetry

According to the results obtained in the pre-test questionnaire, it was
necessary to modify and design the course materials to know how students could
appreciate poetry by implementing certain techniques. These techniques could
assist students to be acquainted with poetry texts. As indicated earlier in the
procedures' section in which some steps have been suggested in teaching poetry,
students have studied the above poems throughout the course semester. The
researcher as the course instructor has presented the texts to the students in a way
that they could react positively with the course.

Il. Analyzing and discussing the post-test questionnaire

At the end of the course, the same test questionnaire has been presented to the
students. The aims were to examine students' perception and attitude towards
studying poetry, and to identify the difficulties that have faced them.

The following table demonstrates in numbers and percentages of students'
attitudes towards poetry after the course.

Q.1-What is the general attitude of students toward Agree Disagree

StUdymg poetry? Sum Percentage Sum | Percentage
Items

1 Studying poetry is enjoyable and interesting. 13 86.66% | 2 13.34%

2 Poetry provokes and expands students' imagination. 12 80% | 3 20%

3 Poetry enhances creativity. 10 66.66% | 5 33.34%

4 Poetry motivates students inside the classroom. 14 93.33% | 1 6.37%
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5 Poetry introduces students to different cultures. 10 66.66% | 5 33.34%
6 Poetry assists students to be linguistically proficient. 12 80% | 3 20%
Q.2 | Can poetry improve students' language skills?

7 Poetry expands students’ vocabulary. 14 93.33% | 1 6.37%
8 Poetry develops critical reading. 12 80% | 3 20%
9 Poetry enhances speaking skills. 13 86.66% | 2 13.34%
10 | Poetry improves reading skills. 14 93.33% | 1 6.37%
11 | Poetry strengthens writing skills. 6 40% | 9 60%
12 | Poetry develops listening skills. 12 80% | 3 20%
Q.3 | What difficulties may students encounter in

appreciating poetry?

13 | Appreciating poetry is challenging for students. 9 60% | 6 40%
14 Literary and poetic devices are hard to be recognized. 9 60% | 6 40%
15 | Students face linguistic difficulty in poetry. 8 53.33% | 7 46.67%

To answer Q.l-as indicated in the table above, students have provided a
positive approval towards the course. The results showed that students believed
that poetry is beneficial for them in different aspects such as enjoyment, creativity
and cultural enrichments. The students also agreed that studying poetry has
motivated them which in turn reflected their perceptions and appreciation. The
percentage of the first six items was between (66.66% up to 93.33) which was
high and approved that students' attitudes towards the course changed towards the
best. This is in line with different studies that demonstrated that literature in
general and poetry in particular are beneficial (Ozal, 2006; Kadioglu, 2003; Aty,
2007; Cultekin, 2005).

To answer Q.2 and as the results presented in the table, students showed
agreements that not only studying poetry was interesting and motivating, but also
improved their language skills. This demonstrates that poetry provides students
with many advantages such as the development of language skills (listening,
reading, speaking, and writing) which is also in line with different studies
(Lazar,1996, Panarelil, 2011; Ozal, 2006; Kadioglu, 2003; Aty, 2007; Cultekin,
2005). It should be indicated that the item that intended to expand students'
vocabulary has got the highest percentage that was 93.33. Similarly, the item
which illustrated that poetry improves reading skill has the same percentage which
was also 93.33. However, students showed negative attitudes towards the
improvement of the writing skill in both pre and post tests. The item that stated
that poetry strengthens writing skill has got the lowest percentage that is 40.
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To answer Q.3, and as the results presented in the table above, which illustrate
the difficulties that students may face, it can be seen that students have provided
acceptable answers to the items (13, 14, 15) in which the average percentage was
between (53.33% up to 60%). They could also appreciate and recognize the
figurative language of the poems presented to them during the course. The results
of the post-test questionnaire indicated that students' perceptions and attitudes
towards the poetry course has changed and achieved the goals intended.

Discussion

A pre-test questionnaire was administered to the students at the beginning of
the course and a post- test one was administered to the same students at the end of
the course. The aims of using this instrument were to examine students'
perceptions and attitudes towards studying English poetry, and to identify the
difficulties that may encounter them.

The findings of this study indicated a significant difference in students' attitudes
and perceptions towards learning poetry in English language classes by using
suggested technigues. On one hand, the pre-test questionnaire illustrated that
students could not provide acceptable agreements in the most items. The reason
was that they have not studied poetry. Therefore, they showed negative attitudes
towards the course.

The post-test questionnaire, on the other hand, demonstrated that students
reacted confidently by providing acceptable approvals. The results of the post-test
questionnaire were totally different from the results of the pre-test. This proved
that the techniques implemented in teaching the course have created a positive
effect on the students’ attitude towards poetry.

The results of post-test questionnaire revealed that students have enjoyed the
poetry course. They have also believed that using poetry in EFL classrooms is
beneficial in improving their language skills. This shift from the pre-test to the
post-test questionnaire indicated that student’ attitudes towards poetry to somehow
can be described positively. It can also be said that a variety of new techniques
with related poem-centered activities could facilitate language learning and
increase students' motivation.

Conclusion and Recommendations

In this paper, the researcher has just made an attempt to express his personal
philosophy in teaching poetry texts in foreign language classrooms. The study
proved that if poetry texts (poems) have been selected carefully with the
consideration of students' level, needs, interest and motivation, they would have
been of great importance. Poems should also include themes that encourage and
enrich the discussion among students in classrooms.

The study demonstrated that poetry is not difficult as many professors and
students may argue. However, students could appreciate and analyze poetry. They
positively react with the rhymes and rhythms of the poems. This of course
requires special techniques on the part of the professors.
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It can be concluded that literary texts in general and poetry texts in particular
are of a great value in improving students' language. Baurain (2000) comments,
cited in Thom (2008: 125), "Knowing what your students need, want, lack, and
desire in their study of literature is a key of success".

The current study has been conducted on a limited number of participants within
a limited time by implementing suggested strategies in teaching some poems.
Therefore, it is recommended that there should be another similar study on other
English language students in other colleges. It is recommended that university
professors of English literature should create and vary their techniques in teaching
poetry in order to make students more attractive and more enjoyable during the
poetry course.
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Abstract

The present study aimed to highlight tense distribution in research papers that
are relevant to language acquisition and learning. Twenty journal articles were
randomly selected from (Journal Storage) JASTOR archive.

Taguette, which is a text-tagging tool, was used to highlight tenses among the
different research sections. Then results were exported to Excel file, and
guantified to highlight tenses’ prevalence among each section.

Present and past tense were remarkably prevalent over all other tenses.
Although each research section was dominated by a certain tense/s, results
revealed that different tenses could be found within each research section.

Although there were only 20 research papers used as a sample, the results
highlight the fact that tense use is not controlled by section heading but other
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factors, which can be clause/ sentence function. This conclusion calls for more
research to find out what factors control tense use.

Keywords: Tense, Research, Language, Leaming, Acquiisition, Present, Past
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Introduction

Usually textbooks and grammar books present that English has tenses such as
present/ past progressive, present/ past perfect and present/ past perfect
progressive. Actually, such terms include both tense and aspect. Whereas
“present” and “past” represent tense, “perfect” and “progressive” represent
aspect.

Through exploring distinctions between tense and aspect, Binnick (2012)
concluded that “aspect is concerned with the representation of the time
contained in the event whereas tense is concerned with the representation of
the time that contains the event.” (Binnick, 2012, p. 511). This highlights that
both aspect and time are linked to time; aspect represents the time of the event
or state, but tense represents the position of the event within timeline.
Progressive aspect shows event progression over time; perfective aspect shows
event vanishing or its no more progression over time. On the other hand, the
present tense shows that the event is located now on the current/ present
timeline; the past tense shows that the event is not located now on the current
timeline, actually it is located on the past timeline. To avoid confusion, the
common terms used to address tense will be used i.e. differentiation between
aspect and tense will not be considered.

There have been two approaches to study verb tense usage one approach is
‘function-first’ approach and the other is called “form first” approach. Function-
first approach traces the patterns of the functions attributed to tenses whereas
in the later “patterns are identified entirely based on the recurrence of linguistic
forms, with information about how the forms are used only being integrated at a
later stage of analysis” (Durrant & Mathews-Aydinli, 2011, p. 61 in Oztiirk, 2019,
p. 31).

Literature Review

In a study to investigate students’ errors in writing, Edwin (2018) noticed that
47% of the errors were related to tense use. Among these tense errors, 50%
were related to simple present tense, 26% related to simple past, and 24%
related to present perfect (Edwin, 2018, p. ).

Mostly, tenses are linked to research section. Johnson (2004) points that
“Deciding on which verb tense to use when writing the literature review section
of a manuscript is challenging” (Johnson, 2004, p. 7). She suggests using past
tense as the basic tense in literature review section, and warns of using present
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and future tenses in this section (lbid, pp. 7, 8). Abarghooeinezhad and Simin
(2015) analysed Electronic engineering research article abstracts; they noticed
that both English and Iranian researchers in this field mostly used present tense
(Abarghooeinezhad & Simin, 2015, p. 149). After tracing verb tense within the
moves of fifty research article abstracts, Nurhayati (2017) noticed that the
present simple was frequently used in introduction, purpose, results, and
conclusions whereas the past tense mostly was in method section. The present
perfect and the future tense were employed in introduction, results, and
conclusions (Nurhayati, 2017, p. 57). Okuyama (2020) investigated the use of
simple past and present perfect students’ academic writing in engineering. It was
noticed that “showed,” “occurred,” “resulted,” and “indicated” were the most
frequently used words, and that past tense was used into methods, results and
discussion sections; on the other hand, “been” was the most frequently verb
used in the present perfect, and that 95% of perfect sentences were in the
passive form (Okuyama, 2020, p. 11).

Sometimes, tenses are used to fulfil certain functions; the American
Psychological Association suggests using past tense to report finished activities,
such as referring to others’ work and reporting results, and using present perfect
to report actions started in the past up to the present (Okuyama, 2020, p. 1). In a
paper about the content and organisation of research papers, Carraway (2007)
insists that “Abstracts are always written in the past tense” (Carraway, 2007, p.
412), and that study areas and analysis results are referred to in the past too
(Ibid, pp. 414, 415). Commenting on abstracts written in languages other than
English, for research articles that are written in English, Navarro and Hellgren
(2010, p. 915) criticised the way tenses were used, implying that there are
certain tenses that need to be used. Salager-Meyer (1992, p. 93) examined verb
tense and modality in 84 medical English abstracts. She noticed that past tense
was used to fulfil historical rhetorical functions that are relevant to the purpose,
methods, results, and case presentation. She also noted that present tense was
used to emphasise certain findings in conclusion section and to establish certain
knowledge. Salager-Meyer (1992) also noticed that present perfect was used to
highlight “authors’ disagreement with previous findings as a way of justifying the
new investigation and showing a gap in knowledge” (Salager-Meyer, 1992, p. 93).
When studying verb choices in citation, Hawes and Thomas (1997) noticed that
the dominant used tenses when reporting were the past, the present tense, and
the present perfect. They concluded that citing with past tense verbs and
mentioning researchers in subject position introduces details about a previous
generalization, and that present tense verbs communicate generalized
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interpretations, and present perfect tense links previous studies to writer's own
research (Hawes & Thomas, 1997, p. 393). Swales and Feak (2004, p. 183)
noticed that past tense was used when referring to a certain study; the present
perfect was used when referring to a certain area of study; and, the present
tense was used when referring to the current knowledge. Oztiirk (2019, p. 31)
traced tense use in 50 research article introductions, which were published in
five prominent journals of the field. It was also reported that simple present was
the dominant tense used, then the simple past tense, and the present perfect
tense the third dominant tense (Oztiirk, 2019, p. 31). It was noticed there was a
clear relationship between the function and verb tense (Oztiirk, 2019, pp. 31,
32); present perfect linked to claiming centrality, simple present used for topic
generalisations and simple past related to reviewing previous research.

Dord (2014) points that “Compared to the boom in the move structure analysis
of research articles, much less has been systematically reviewed in terms of the
verb tense usage in research papers ...”(Dord, 2014, p. 359). Although there are
few papers that have addressed tense use among certain research paper’
sections- mostly Abstracts-, up to researcher’s knowledge, there have been no
works that addressed tense among whole research paper sections.

Methodology
Sampling:

Twenty journal articles have been chosen randomly from Journal Storage
(JASTOR). Searching was subject to two criteria; the first was searching only
within journal articles, and the second was being relevant to research keywords
“language”, “acquisition”, and “learning”. Within research results, every fifth
item was downloaded and its structure was checked to find out whether the
paper sections are clearly labelled; if it was not the next item is checked. Having
labelled sections helped the researcher assign tenses to the appropriate research
moves. Having each fifth item and selection of 20 items enabled the researcher
to cover more than 100 of the first search results.

Software:

The starting point was converting the downloaded pdf files into text files by using
“Infix PDF Editor”. Files were converted to text files because Taguette, which is
an open-source text-tagging tool, processes only text format files. Each of the 20
text files was revised and compared with the original pdf files to ensure their
similarity. After that, the text files were uploaded into Taguette as a project
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labelled “Tense”. In this tool each text file is processed individually and whole
results can be exported into html, docx, pdf, excel, or csv file format. Each of the
text files was analysed and tagged for tenses then the results were exported into
excel file, which enabled quantifying the results using excel formulae.

Data Analysis

Because of the variability of the structure of research papers, which has been
noticed by the researcher, each research paper has been considered as a
composite of five sections namely Introductory section, Literature section,
Methodology section, Data Processing section, and Conclusion section. These
labels assume that certain sections share certain content and function.
Introductory label encompasses the abstract and the introduction, which aim to
provide an introductory idea about the work. Literature and methodology labels
are self-explanatory. Data Processing includes sections related to data and their
manipulation namely data analysis, and results. Finally, conclusion label consists
of discussion, conclusion and recommendations that provide the end result, and
researcher’s opinion and view.

Because tense is the target, units of analysis are finite clauses, which include
verbs that convey tense. The data got through using Taguette have been
exported to excel file. The raw data have been quantified by using excel

formulae.
. . . Data .
Tense | introduction Literature | Methodology . Conclusion Tense Frequency
Processing
1. Simple present | 245 + 33m 995 + 141m 494 + 77m 1036 + 116m 346 + 99m 3582
2. Present progressive 7+0 28 +2 4+0 22+0 10+1 74
3. Present perfect 40+0 129+ 0 29+5 50+7 3B+7 303
4. Present perfect progressive 0 1 0 2 0 3
5. Simple past 109 + 19 460 + 66 824 + 36 1322 + 66 169 + 47 3118
6. Past progressive 0 2 11 4 2 19
7. Past perfect 3 8 26 20 3 60
8. Past perfect progressive 0 0 1 1 0 2
9. Simple future 4pr + 3pa 25pr +21pa 7pr + 27pa 29pr + 68pa | 28pr + 22pa 234
10. Future perfect 0 0 3 0 0 3
Sum of tags 463 1878 1544 2743 770 7398

Table 1: Tense among modals and other verbs; “m” stands for modal,
“pr” for present and “pa” for past

This data revealed that there had been 7398 tags; each of these tags marked a
finite verb and consequently a tense. 2743 were within Data Processing sections,
1878 tags were in Literature section review section, 1544 were in Methodology
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section, 770 were in the Conclusion section, and 463 tags were in the
introductory sections. It can be noticed that Data Processing sections are the
wordiest ones and the least words are in introductory sections See table 1.

Because research sections are of different sizes, using tags counts does not
provide an actual picture of tenses distribution. Consequently, the percentage of
the sum of each tense in relation to the whole tags provides a fair representation
of tense distribution among the whole parts. Simple present and past tenses are
the dominant ones among the research paper investigated; simple present is
48.41% and simple past is 42.15%. Then comes the least ones; present perfect
constitutes 4.10%, simple future in its present (will) and past (would) form
constitutes 3.16%, present progressive constitutes 1%, past perfect is 0.81%, past
progressive constitutes is 0.26%, future perfect and present perfect progressive
each constitutes 0.04%, and the least share is for past perfect progressive 0.03%.

See table 2.
gsearch Section ¥ g
5 < g 3
|z |2 |3 |§ |2
s |2 | g |8 |28 |58 A
Tense s o o o = > g
= = o e, @, g =
S 3 < 3 S G S
1. Simple present 278 1136 571 1152 445 3582 48.41%
2. Present progressive 7 30 4 22 11 74 1.00%
3. Present perfect 40 129 34 57 43 303 4.10%
4. Present perfect progressive 0 1 0 2 0 3 0.04%
5. Simple past 128 526 860 1388 216 3118 42.15%
6. Past progressive 0 2 11 4 2 19 0.26%
7. Past perfect 3 8 26 20 3 60 0.81%
8. Past perfect progressive 0 0 1 1 0 2 0.03%
9. Simple future 7 46 34 97 50 234 3.16%
10. Future perfect 0 0 3 0 0 3 0.04%
11. Sum of tags 463 1878 1544 2743 770 7398 100.00%

Table 2: Tense distribution among research sections

Tag counts can provide an idea about the distribution of tense within the
individual sections. Within introductory sections simple present is the dominant
one 278, simple past is 128, present perfect is 40, present progressive and simple
future each is 7 and past perfect only 3. Literature section is dominated by simple
present 1136, simple past 526, and present perfect 129. Other tenses within
Literature section are as follows: simple future 46, present progressive 30, past
perfect 8, past progressive 2 and present perfect progressive only 1.
Methodology section is dominated by simple past 860, which is different from
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the previous sections, then comes the simple present 571. Other tenses are as
follows: simple future and present perfect 34 each, past perfect 26, past
progressive 11, presents progressive 4, future perfect 3, and past perfect
progressive only 1. Again, within Data Processing section simple past is the
dominant one: 1388, and simple present is 1152. Other tenses are as follows:
simple future 97, present perfect 57, present progressive 22, past perfect 20,
past progressive 4, present perfect progressive 2 and past perfect progressive
only 1. Finally, within Conclusion section simple present dominates 445 tags, and
then comes the simple past 216 tags. Other tenses are as follows: simple future
50, present perfect 43, present progressive 11, past perfect 3, and finally past
progressive only 2 tags.

Discussion and conclusion

Through the results mentioned above, it is apparent that both simple present
and past tenses dominate whole research paper sections. It can be clearly seen
that simple present is the most dominant tense in Introductory, Literature, and
Conclusion sections whereas the next dominated tense in these sections is
simple past. Amazingly, this sequence of dominance changes within
Methodology and Data Processing sections; the first dominant tense is simple
past whereas simple present is the second prevalent tense within these sections.
Present perfect is the third prevailing tense within Introductory and Literature
sections whereas within Data Processing and Conclusion sections, simple future
is the third main tense. Interestingly, within Methodology section both present
perfect and simple future share the third foremost tense position. The fourth
dominant tenses within Introductory and Literature sections is simple future,
within Data Processing and Conclusion sections is present perfect, and within
methodology is the past perfect.

It can be seen that there is perfect harmony in the sequence and type of tenses
used in introductory and Literature sections (simple present, simple past, present
perfect, and simple future) and semi-harmony between Data Processing and
Conclusion sections (....., ....... , simple future, and present perfect). These patterns
can be clearly seen on table 3 below:

Section 1 2nd 3rd 4th
Introductory Simple present Simple past Present perfect Simple Future
Literature Simple present Simple past Present perfect Simple Future
Methodology Simple past Simple present Present per+ Simple Future Past Perfect
Data Processing Simple past Simple present Simple Future Present perfect

Conclusion

Simple Present

Simple past

Simple Future

Present perfect
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Table 3: Order of tense prevalence among research
paper sections

Similar dominance of a certain tense within a certain part of the research paper
has been reported by many researchers (Nurhayati, 2017; Okuyama, 2020;
Salager-Meyer, 1992). Past prevalence among methodology section has been
reported by Okuyama (2020) within methodology section in engineering
academic writing, and by Salager-Meyer (1992, p. 93), and Nurhayati (2017)
through its prevalence when referring to methodology within the abstracts. Past
tense dominance within Data Processing section has been reported by Okuyama
(2020).

Present tense frequency within Conclusion section, within this study, has
similarly been noticed by Salager-Meyer (1992) and Nurhayati (2017) when
referring to concluding remarks among the abstracts, and its persistent within
the introductory sections has been noticed by Nurhayati (2017) within
introductions. In this study, simple and perfect present have been noticed within
methodology. This predominance of present tense, which has been noticed in
this study, contradicts Carraway’s claim that “Abstracts are always written in the
past tense” (Carraway, 2007, p. 412), and Johnson’s (2004) warning of using
present in literature.

It has been noticed that many tenses was used within the same research paper
section. The variability of tenses used within one research section might be
attributed to the variety of functions that need to be fulfilled; sometimes the
writer needs to achieve a certain purpose so a certain tense is used then another
tense is used to achieve a different need. On the other hand, the dominance of a
certain tense within some sections can be accredited to the dominant function of
that section. Hence, tenses distribution among research paper seems function/
purpose guided rather than research sub-section label/ title guided.

Suggestions or teaching practices related to tense use among research papers
need to be geared towards and linked to the purposes of the tense rather than to
the heading of the section. Not differentiating between corpus labels and
functions can lead to messy results.

Although this research paper was conducted about a limited portion of research
relevant to language acquisition and learning and not meant to generalise its
results, these results revealed that some research sections are dominated by a
certain tense. Contradiction among similar research results highlights the need
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for further research to discover the relationship between tense and the functions
of each meaningful written stretch within research sections.
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