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Abstract
Technology is widely used in education nowadays and its increasing popularity
has made it necessary to continuously adapt to the changes in the teaching and
learning process. Through technology, English language teachers have the ability
to improve themselves academically and to develop new teaching methods. In this
study, the researchers focused on the importance of using technology in primary
schools in Tarhuna. The researchers used a quantitative methodology during the
data elicitation stage. The main approach of data collection is the questionnaire
that brings about information on the respondents’ views on technology use inside
classrooms. The findings indicate that although English teachers have positive
perceptions towards using technology in the classroom, they lack equipment in
their classes.

Key Words: technology, EFL, Libyan primary classrooms, teachers’ attitude
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Introduction

Nowadays, many researches such as Zakarneh (2018), Alshehab (2013), and
Cai (2012) discussed the importance of using technology in ELT classrooms in
order to help students develop their four major language skills (i.e. listening,
speaking, reading & writing). According to Pham (2021, p. 24), “The Internet will
help motivate readers to learn. We can use pictures, films, and music to combine
with the lessons to increase their intellectual awareness and develop their thinking
ability”.

It is unfortunate that Libyan teachers still use traditional methods like
Grammar Translation Method where teachers read and explain subjects, and
sometimes they revise the previous lesson before beginning the new one.
According to Alqgahtani (2019, p.177) “it is clear that despite genuine efforts to
modernize traditional methods of teaching English, residual obsolete practices
should be phased out and replaced by the use of the available technology on offer
via computer, smart devices, display, audiovisual materials, and electronic
approaches”. For this, investigators would like to discuss integrating technology to
Libyan English classrooms.

Using technology will help teachers make their students more enthusiastic.
They can ask students to gather information regarding a certain topic that is
related to their society and culture. It could be about traditional food, folklore, or
city attractions.

According to Mutude (2017) ICT refers to the use of computer-based
communications technology that serves as a network to find information. This
includes computer hardware and software that can be used for teaching and
learning and information resources. Using E-mail as well as social media is very
important among students and teachers because it will help learners to
communicate with each other and with their teacher at any time. All these tools
could help teachers to make students more active and motivated to learn.

Statement of the problem

The main problem within this research is the lack of technology to teach
English in primary classrooms in Tarhouna city. In this study, some Tarhouna
primary schools were chosen as a sample during the academic year 2020/2021.

Aims of the study
This study aims at:
- Investigating the reason/reasons behind the lack of utilizing technology in
EFL primary classrooms.
- Developing teaching English through using technology.
- Motivating learners to learn in an effective way.
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Significance of the study

Technology plays a great role in the educational process by saving time, effort,
and the easy access it provides to information, not to mention the ability to
motivate students. Therefore, this study will shed light on the non-use of
technology in English language classrooms in primary schools.

Hypotheses of the study
This study hypothesizes the following:
1. Using technology in primary schools will help learners to enhance their four
language skills inan  enjoyable way.
2. Technology may have an essential role in improving the teaching-learning
process of English language.
3. Technology provides learners with different kinds of knowledge and skills.

Questions of the study
This study will investigate the following questions:
1. Why isn’t technology used to teach English in Libyan primary schools?
2. Does technology provide authentic tools in motivating students learning
English?

Literature Review

It is noteworthy that today’s children and teenagers are fond of using different
types of electronic devices such as smartphones and laptops, especially if these
devices are connected to the internet. Teachers, therefore, can take an advantage
of this feature to assist learners to be more motivated to learning. According to
Daud (2013, p.78) “the use of computers makes classes more vivid, motivation
and effective to students”. Using technology in the classroom allows teachers to
incorporate different activities into the same lesson by using motivating pictures,
short learning videos, and repetition for some short learning songs to help students
remember letters and build vocabulary. The results of Qundeel’s study (2014),
which was on 60 students and took place in Ramallah Governorate Schools in
Palestine, revealed that there was a significant difference in the listening and
speaking skills of fourth grade learners as a result of teaching methods (sig) of
58.5. The experimental design received the highest average score. As a result,
using technology improves students' listening and speaking abilities.

Lack of availability of English environment is one of the biggest problems that
EFL students face. Therefore, integrating technology tools to primary schools will
allow learners to practice educational language via listening to native speakers or
communicate with online friends taking into account what is right for learners
based on their culture and beliefs. Technology-based teaching and learning
provides a variety of engaging methods such as educational videos, stimulation,
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data storage, database use, mind-mapping, guided discovery, brainstorming,
music, and the World Wide Web (www) that will make the learning process more
fulfilling and meaningful (Ghavifekr, 2015).

Other researchers such as Salam & Parvin, (2015, p.47), who investigated the
effectiveness of using technology in English language classrooms in public
primary schools in Bangladesh, indicated that “the use of audio-visual content has
strong potential for enhancing and promoting interactive language classes.
However, the success of the program depends on how the technology is designed
and implemented and how the teachers are trained to use it.” Using these effective
resources will assist in upgrading language teaching. Mutude (2017) contends that
the use of ICT is making a significant difference in student learning as well as
teaching and learning approaches. He adds that several studies have found that
students who use ICT tools and facilities learn more effectively than those who do
not.

Using technology tools such as computers, smartphones, apps, etc. can help
you improve your listening skills far too much. Mohsen (2014) indicates that
“Students can be directly exposed to the materials recorded on tapes or saved on
CDs or online materials from some language websites. Also, the teacher can use
computer for teaching the listening skill. The student's listening comprehension
could be tested” (p.60). Furthermore, researchers such as, Ahmadi (2018),
Bataineh (2010), Morris (2011), and Ezza (2014) have all emphasized the positive
role of using technology in improving language competence and motivating
learners via utilizing interesting tools. On the basis of all previous studies on
integrating technology to improve education systems, feedback has demonstrated
positive attitudes toward the use of technology and ignoring traditional learning
methods.

The Participants
The participants were 15 primary school teachers 8 females and 7 males. They
were randomly selected and all agreed to contribute in the current study.

Data Analysis

A quantitative research is used as the mode of inquiry in order to obtain
information and analyze the data. The main method of data collection was the
questionnaire that brings about information on the respondents’ views of the use
of technology in the classroom.

The participants in the study were 15 primary school teachers, as shown in the
table below.
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Valid | Cumulative
Frequency | Percent | Percent | Percent

Valid Male |7 46.7 46.7 46.7
female | 8 53.3 53.3 100.0
Total |15 100.0 | 100.0
gender

B male

u female

Figure 1. Gender of participants
The questionnaire consisted of 18 items and the participants’ responses were as
follows:

Items Percent
1- | have a computer in my home. Yes 7 46.7%
No 8 53.3%
Total |15 100%
Yes 7 46.7%
o 1h hei No 8 53.3%
- | have access to the internet.
Y ' Total | 15 100%
Yes 3 20%
. _ No 12 80%
3- | have taken IT courses in higher
education. Total |15 100%
Yes 2 13.3%
: . No 13 86.7%
4- 1 do not like using technology. ’
Total |15 100%
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Yes 13 86.7%
5- | think using technology tools to teach [Nq 2 13.3%
English is very important, but I do not Total 115 100%
know how to use them.
Yes 14 93.3%
6- | am interested in training courses on how | No 1 6.7%
to use technology in teaching English | Total | 15 100%
language.
Yes 1 6.7%
7- 1 use a computer in classroom. No 14 93.3
Total |15 100%
8- | do not use technology in classroom | Yes 1 6.7%
because it makes students less disciplined. No 1 93.3%
Total |15 100%
Yes 4 26.7%
9- | do not use technology in classroom [Nq 11 73.3%
because it makes students less alert. Total |15 100%
Yes 14 93,3%
o _ No 1 6.7%
10- There is no internet network in school. Total |15 100%
Yes 6 40%
11-1 prefer using a book and the board rather "\ 9 60%
than technology tools
o Total | 15 100%
Yes 3 20%
12-1 engage a group of students via social [ Ng 12 80%
networking. Total | 15 100%
Yes 2 13.3%
13- The technological tools are available for [Nq 13 86.7%
hers in their classrooms.
teachers in their classrooms Tol |15 100%
Yes 1 6.7%
No 14 93.3%
14-There are technological tools in your
: Total |15 100%
classroom such as a computer, a projector,
or an internet network.
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Yes 14 93.3%
15-Using technology is important for qg 1 6.7%
teaching different English language skills.
Totals | 15 100%
Yes 14 93.3%
16- Using technology improves access to | No 1 6.7%
related information for teachers and | Total | 15 100%
students.
Yes 13 86.7%
17-The government does not support using NoO 2 13.3%
technology in learning Total 115 100%
Yes 1 6.7%
18- The ministry of education imposes the use [ Ng 14 93.3%
of technology in primary schools. Total 115 100%

Results of the study

It can be seen from the questionnaire that 86.7 % of the participants prefer
using technology, which is an important factor in the educational process. The
majority (90%) are interested in taking IT courses where eighty per cent have not
taken IT courses in their higher education. It is notable that most of the teachers
(53.3 %) do not have computers at home.

With regard to using technology in the classroom, 93.3 % of the participants do
not think that using technology makes students less disciplined. Only 6.7 of the
schools have internet networks. The large part (60%) prefers using technology in
their classes and just 20% of the participants engage students via social networks.
The technological tools are not available in classrooms according to 86% of the
teachers. Most of the participants (93.3%) see that using technology is important
for teaching different English language skills. Likewise, a large number of the
participants (93%) believe that using technology gives easy access to related
information for teachers and students alike. The ministry of education does not
impose the use of technology in primary schools according to 93% of the study
participants.

Discussion

The study's key findings indicate that using technology is a good tool for
teaching English and that it should be implemented in primary schools.
Furthermore, it indicates that a main obstacle to the use of technology at primary
classes is the lack of necessary means and school facilities. Likewise, using
technology improves access to related information for teachers and students,
which means that it is a time-saving tool.
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In addition, according to Westberry (2009), the benefits of using technology in
education include enhancing student reflection, making everything fair for
students, and develop dealing with information. Sadeghi (2019) suggested a few
advantages of using technology in teaching settings that using such educational
tools that are based on technology allows students to learn from any location and
at any time. The findings of these studies are in consistent with current
conclusions that using technology in primary classes has a positive influence on
improving students’ levels for its easy accessible and time saving.

Conclusion

Over the past two decades, the way people integrate technology into their lives
has greatly changed. In order to reflect this, teachers have started to adapt their
teaching methods and curriculum (Motteram, 2013). In fact, the use of technology
gives learners the chance to practice the four language skills in a motivating way.
Many researches highlighted the significant role of using technology in primary
schools to encourage students to learn by themselves through various educational
sources. In addition, teachers can integrate many activities that make learners
more enthusiastic and eager to learn. According to Abukhattala (2016), Mikre
(2011), and Ratheeswari (2018), the use of technology has become an essential
part of the teaching-learning process.

In the present study, both researchers investigated the use of technology in
Tarhuna primary schools. The study showed the shortage of using technology in
EFL classrooms. This problem is due to the lack of equipment, training courses,
and inability to access the internet. The participants insisted that using technology
is very important for teaching different English language skills.

Recommendations

There is no doubt that using technology in education is a crucial factor in
modern teaching-learning process. Technology is advancing and improving
rapidly and we should adapt to it accordingly.
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