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The Integration of authentic materials within the Libyan
evolving EFL curriculum(Principles and Priorities)

Dr. Abdulhakim M. Belaid, Faculty of Languages and Translation, Azzaytuna
University. Email: hakimbelaed@gmail.com

Abstract

It is without a doubt that learning languages especially English language is
inevitable nowadays due to a number of reasons: most significant one is that it is
the language of science and development. Another reason not less significant than
the first one is that it is the Lingua Franca ( ELF ) of the current era. Wherever
you travel, you have to use English as a vehicle of communication to understand
and to be understood at the same time. What inspired the researcher, as an EFL
lecturer within the Libyan universities, to write this paper is the unsatisfactory
situation of English language teaching-learning in the Libyan universities. Many
university professors still insist on using traditional teaching materials inside their
language classrooms, which negatively reflect on students' efforts in mastering the
target language and never assist in bridging the gap between given materials and
the real world outside classrooms. The researcher believes that exploiting
authentic materials either audio-visual or written materials may help in enhancing
and improving the overall English language learning proficiency among language
learners in Libyan Universities. This manuscript is an endeavour to shed an extra
light on the most relevant facets of ' authentic materials ' and the possibility of
using such materials inside English language classrooms in the Libyan
educational system.

Key Words: Authenticity, doctored vs. undoctored materials, Libyan EFL
context, The PARSNIP Model
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Introduction

There is a common claim among researchers that materials in EFL
teaching learning processes is an essential and crucial factor for learners’ success
(Nunan, 1991). In a foreign language learning, materials offer not only beneficial
information about the target language, but also works on intensifying and
enhancing learners’ learning motivation. Moreover, another significant issue
related to materials' significance in language learning is facilitating the language
acquisition process if materials are carefully selected to meet learners’ immediate
needs and interests. As a consequence, teachers and materials designers should
pay further attention towards the type of materials selected and used as potential
teaching materials inside language classrooms. EFL professors in particular,
should consider two worth mentioning issues in selecting materials for their
learners: first, materials should meet learners' learning interests and needs in the
target language, and second, cultural differences between the learners' and the
target language should be carefully taken into professors' accounts. The
Tomlinson's (2012) PARSNIP Model, which stands for Politics, Alcohol,
Religion, Sex, Narcotics, Isms, and Pork should be carefully studied and
considered before selecting prospective teaching materials for EFL learners.

In the following, the researcher attempts to reveal the many related issues
on authentic materials’ use and how such materials may be integrated into the
Libyan 3" level EFL context. This paper researcher endeavours to shed extra light
on the many differences between authentic and non-authentic materials and to
reveal the many positive sides of the former one on EFL learners' L2 learning
than the later.

Authentic Materials

A number of researchers interested in the field of teaching languages
(especially the use of authenticity) offered many definitions to the term ‘authentic
materials’. Gilmore (2007) for instance, endeavoured to summarise such
definitions in his doctoral thesis, and got into eight intertwined definitions of the
term authenticity. In those eight definitions, Gilmore ventured to cover the many
facets of such materials as we will see in the following :

1- The language produced by native speakers for native speakers in a
particular language community.

2- The language produced by a real speaker / writer for a real audience,
conveying a real message.
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3- The qualities bestowed on a text by the receiver, in that it is not seen as
something already in a text itself, but is how the reader / listener
perceives it.

4- The interaction between students and teachers and is a personal process of

engagement.

5-The types of task chosen.

6- The social situation of the classroom.

7-The relevance something has to assessment.
8- Culture and the ability to behave or think like a target language group, in
order to be validated by them. ( p.98)

On interpreting Gilmore’s eight definitions of authenticity, they can be
seen as an example of a simple communication message between two native
speakers of the target language, this communication is definitely real. On the
other hand, it could be seen in how individuals interpret and comprehend a certain
message given by a speaker or writer. Authenticity could also be seen in
interactions between students and their professors, in which both are engaged with
a specific material, or it could also be viewed in the types of tasks being selected.
Some linguists such as Widdowson and George (1990) Tomlinson and Masuhara
(2010) refer to the authenticity in a social point of view and not transmitting
declarative knowledge, in that any natural social interaction is authentic in itself,
because the main purpose of language is social and being able to communicate
with people around you. In this respect, Tomlinson and Masuhara (2010) define
authentic materials as: 'designed not to transmit declarative knowledge about the
target language but rather to provide an experience of the language in use' (p.400).

Authentic vs. Textbook Materials
There has been an endless debate among researchers about which

materials is more effective in the field of language teaching: textbooks or
authentic materials. Researchers in this respect are divided into two main groups:
the first group argues for the utilising of textbooks while the second group argues
for the utilising of authentic materials only in teaching languages, (Tomlinson
2012; Gilmore 2011; Mishan 2005; Simpson-Vlach and Ellis 2010; Eisenchlas
2011; Hutchinson and Torres 1994; Littlejohn 1992 and Prabhu 1989).

According to Tomlinson (2012) in spite of criticising textbook materials
in language teaching, the majority of language teachers still rely on them as a
source teaching materials inside their classrooms. Moreover, Hutchinson and
Torres (1994) clarified that the textbook is a world known element in language
teaching, and millions of copies are sold every year and many projects are set up
to produce them in many countries. The teaching learning situation seems
incomplete until its relevant textbook becomes available.
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On the other hand, opponents of textbooks use state that textbooks fail to
develop creativity and meet learners’ actual needs and interests. They are
generally prepared to meet administrators and instructors’ needs, and neglects
learners’ needs and interests in L2 learning, (Mishan 2005 and Tomlinson 2012).
Swan (1992) argues against a textbook use:

The danger with ready-made textbooks is that they can
seem to absolve teachers of responsibility. Instead of
participating in the day-to-day decisions that have to be made
about what to teach and how to teach it, it is easy to just sit
back and operate the system, secure in the belief that the wise
and virtuous people who produced the textbook knew what was
good for us. Unfortunately this is rarely the case (p.33).
Furthermore, Gilmore (2011) states that as soon as the language learners

are offered the choice of learning a second language either through textbooks or
from authentic materials such as songs, novels, or web-based sources; they mostly
prefer the second choice as one of his students informed him in no uncertain
terms.

It can be seen that arguments for authentic materials are far more than those for
textbook materials in the field of language teaching. Unlike textbook materials,
authentic materials mostly meet learners’ immediate needs and interests in L2
learning, and at the same time, work on developing their communicative
competence.

The following is a comparison made between authentic and non-authentic
materials. It is salient that authentic materials excel the non-authentic (Textbook)
materials in many aspects as can be seen in the table below. Most significant
feature of the former materials is that they reflect the real use of language as it is
among its native speakers whereas, the latter is only simulated use of a language
in a different context. This also leads us to another use of the text which is the
difference between " an authentic " and " a genuine " use of the text in language
learning, which is an interesting topic for future research papers.
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Authentic Materials

Non-Authentic (Textbook) Materials

Taken directly from their original
sources and presented for
language learners with no pre-
editing.

o Contrived for pedagogical purposes as it is
in language books directed for a certain
group of learners in a certain country.

Useful for developing learners’
communicative competence.

e Useful for language instructional purposes
such as grammar and vocabulary teaching.

They contain false starts and
incomplete sentences.

o Well-formed structures and no possibility to
have wrong sentences.

Mostly meet learners’ immediate
needs and interests in L2
learning.

e Usually fail to meet learners’ needs and
interests in L2 learning.

Any materials either audio-visual
or written materials can be used
inside language classrooms.

e Not any materials can be brought into
language classrooms and used as potential
pedagogical materials.

reflect a real language use as it is
among native speakers in
everyday situations.

e Present a real use of the L2 in a simulated
manner.

A colloquial language used a lot.

o A formal language used here

A variety of accents are used in
here.

e Only Received Pronunciation is used in
here.

(Adams 1995; Miller 2003; Laamri 2013)

As can be seen from the table above the many differences between both
materials : authentic and non-authentic materials. For instance, the first distinctive
feature of authentic materials is that they are directly obtained from original
sources, whereas; non- authentic ones are usually revised for educational purposes
as in textbooks. The revision of such materials remove many features of the
everyday phrases and structures which language learners wish to know and
understand in L2 learning. Moreover, diminishing the huge gap between the real
world and classroom used materials is another significant feature of authentic
materials. Authentic materials reflect the genuine use of language as it is used
among native speakers in their daily activities. While textbook materials present a
similar use of language inside classrooms. Another important feature of authentic
materials use is the heavy use of idioms and colloquial language, which is used a
lot by native speakers. Whereas, only a formal language is used in textbooks.
Many different accents can be used as a possible audio materials in the use of
authentic materials inside classrooms, while only received pronunciation is used
in audio scripts in textbooks.
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Origins of Authenticity

The following is just a short list of both printed and audio authentic materials'
sources language teachers may make use of inside language classrooms:

1- Internet comes first since it is updated on daily basis, and as Berardo
(2006) states that while all other sources get out of date quickly, the
Internet is updated on daily basis.

2- Printed materials such as newspaper and magazine articles, Brochures, bus
and train time tables street signs, order forms, application forms, ATM
receipts and screens, web sites, food labels, utility bills, traffic tickets,
greeting cards, TV guides ... etc.

3- Audio-visual materials such as radio and television programmes and
YouTube films, videos, radio broadcasts, podcasts, movies and DVDs,
songs, phone messages. ...etc. (laniro 2007, Berardo 2006, Tamo 2009)

Criteria for Selecting and Using Authentic Materials

1- Relevance to the learner in which a language teacher should be careful in
selecting materials suitable for their learners’ needs and interests.
Otherwise, they ( learners ) won't be interested in the materials selected.

2- Cultural appropriateness: it is of a paramount significance this criteria is. It
is taken for granted that there are many differences between cultures, and
that language teachers should pay much attention in their selection and use
of materials from the L2, otherwise; negative learning outcomes will
appear. Materials, for instance, suitable for Spanish or Italian EFL
contexts, may not be suitable for the Libyan or Algerian contexts, and this
is due to the many cultural differences.

3- Cognitive demands: referring to understanding the presented topics

4- Logistical considerations: referring to the learner’s time to read the
authentic text or not

5- Topic interest: selected topics should arouse learners' interests toward
learning the target language.

6- Quality: referring to the quality of recorded materials presented to the
learner

7- Linguistic demands: referring to comprehending and understanding the
structure of the presented materials

8- Exploitability: referring to whether learners can make use of the presented
materials. (McGrath 2002).
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There are of course numerous principles involved in selecting authentic
materials, such as appropriateness of the content, readability and raising learners’
interest and intrinsic motivation in the target language learning inside and outside
classrooms. A text length as well is a very significant factor particularly with ab
initio language learners. For instance, long newspaper articles or stories may lead
to learners getting bored and tired. However, teachers must make sure that the
selected materials are linguistically higher than the learners’ current level, which
may ensure moving to the next level in language learning.

Rewards and drawbacks of Authenticity
A number of researchers involved in the field of EFL teaching-learning

such as Gilmore 2007; Tomlinson 2012, Mishan 2005; Thanajaro 2000;
Guariento and Morley 2001; Peacock 1997; Martinez 2002; Belaid2015; and
Belaid and Murray 2015 and other as well, have all explained that using authentic
materials in a language teaching may contain positive and negative sides. Such
positive and negative sides can be briefed in the following points:

A- Rewards of Authenticity

1- They mirror the target culture

2- They are related to learners’ immediate needs and interests

3- They have positive impact on learners’ motivation

4- They are continuously updated

5- They support creativity within learners

6- They expose learners to the real language use as it is among native
speakers.

B- Drawbacks of Authenticity

1- The possibility of having difficult vocabulary and structures is high
2- Authentic materials might be difficult for younger learners

3- Authentic materials might contain provocative and challenging issues for
language teachers to use in language classrooms

4- Authentic materials consume much of teachers’ time searching for suitable
materials for their learners

Authenticity and Motivation

In the process of second language acquisition, motivation has been proven
to be an indispensable factor in determining the success in L2 learning, (Gardner
1985). The motivation itself is divided into two main types: intrinsic and extrinsic
motivation. The former is better than the latter, since it comes from the learner’s
own desire to master the target language for its own sake. While a learner with the
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latter is either pushed to gain benefits through language learning such as high
salaries or job offers or is instructed from parents or peer group to study that
language. Deci and Ryan (1985) for instance, distinguished between the intrinsic
and the extrinsic motivation and that learners with the former are more successful
and autonomous than extrinsically motivated learners. The former refers to
learners’ desire to master the L2 to be able to communicate with the target
language community, while the latter refers to the learners’ desire to achieve
some other goals behind learning the L2.

Numerous justifications have been stated in support of such claims. The
most popular came from Swaffar (1985) Pinsonneault (2008) and Freeman &
Holden (1986) in that authentic materials are more interesting and enjoyable than
artificial materials, and this is due to authentic materials’ ability in
communicating a message instead of focusing on target language forms. Tamo
(2009) on the significance of authentic materials inside language classrooms
indicates that:

Bringing authentic materials into the classroom can be
motivating for the students, as it adds a real-life element to the
student’s learning experience. Authentic materials are significant
since they increase students’ motivation for learning, makes the
learner be exposed to the “real” language (p.75).

A number of researchers return the motivating ability of authentic
materials to the idea that they can be chosen to satisfy and meet learners’ specific
needs, which textbook materials fail to reach, (Mishan 2005, McCarthy and Carter
1995). Learners recognise authentic materials as a real reflector of everyday life,
and this is what develops their motivation, (Peacock 1997 and Hill 1984).

However, it must be made clear that the success of authentic materials in
enhancing learners’ motivation heavily depends on how appropriate those
materials are for the intended learners. How they are employed inside language
classrooms, and most important is the language teachers ability to facilitate and
mediate or scaffold between selected materials and learners, (Rogers & Medley
1988, Gonzalez 1990, and Kienbaum 1986).

How Can Authentic Materials be used in the EFL Classroom?
The following points summarises the researcher's point of view on the best

appropriate ways to use authentic materials inside language classrooms. Such
points appeared as a result of his short experience as a language teacher in the
Libyan third level for more than nine years, and also in consultation with many
literatures in this area. Points like the following may not be applied in different
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contexts, meaning that it may work for the Libyan one, but not for the
Tunisian, Algerian or Turkish context:

1- Cultural differences should be taken into a teacher’s consideration before
selecting authentic materials for Libyan 3™ level EFL context. Neglecting
such differences between the learners’ and the target culture may lead to
negative learning consequences;

2- Authentic materials should be used for their original purposes as it is used
in the everyday language use;

3- Learners’ language proficiency and levels should be considered carefully
before selecting authentic materials;

4- Language teachers should be familiar with their learners’ needs and
interests in learning the target language. This can be accomplished through
a student profile survey, in which a number of questions given to learners
in the first class, and according to learners’ feedback, suitable materials
may be selected in here;

5- Authenticity itself is not a characteristic of the text. It is the learners’
reaction and response to a given material that makes it authentic.

At which level should authentic materials be used?

A number of scholars such as Kilickaya (2004) and Kim (2000) argue that
authentic materials should be presented to intermediate and advanced language
learners only. Their arguments might be attributed to the difficult vocabulary and
structures in authentic materials. Moreover, authentic materials are usually
obtained from their original sources with no pre-editing for pedagogical purposes.
On the other hand, other scholars such as Miller (2005) and McNeil (1994) claim
that authentic materials could be used even at lower level language proficiency.
Authentic materials could be used in three levels: beginners; intermediate and
advanced language learners. There are however, certain steps that should be
carefully considered in selecting authentic materials for each level. In the
beginner level, for instance, a material designer should pay much attention toward
grading the intended materials: from simple language structures into more
difficult structures, which may ensure younger learners’ enjoyment and learning
at the same time. A short YouTube animation video might be an excellent choice
in here, and then move to materials that are more difficult.

In the intermediate level, learners are more familiar with the target
language than beginners, and a material designer may apply Krashen’s (1982)
formula: ( i+ 1). In which the (i) is the current stage of language learners and in
order to move to the next stage, the selected materials should be above their
current level, which is (1). This can happen under the support and scaffolding
with their teachers, as it has been clarified in Vygotsky's (1978) Sociocultural
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Theory. A language learner, according to latter theory, is viewed as a child in a
social environment, in which he/ she learns from their parents through scaffolding
and continuous support.

With advanced students, learners are more familiar with the target
language structures and vocabulary than learners in the previous two levels are.
The material designer may use a student profile survey, in which a number of
questions are given to learners such as the type of materials they like, and whether
they like audio visual or printed materials. Such questions offer a material
designer a basic and solid foundation of the type of materials for their learners,
which would positively reflect on learners overall language proficiency in
subsequent stages.

How can learners benefit from using authentic materials?

Using authentic materials as has been proven in many empirical studies is
very beneficial and meets learners’ immediate needs and interests in/ L2 learning.
A great advantage in authentic materials’ use inside EFL classrooms is their
assistance in bridging the huge gap between the classroom taught materials and
the real world. Learners’ attitudes and motivations toward learning English
language differ. A significant step a language teacher should do is to be familiar
with their learners’ attitudes and motivations. As previously stated, identifying
learners’ internal feelings will enormously assist language teachers in selecting
and designing suitable materials for their students.

Authentic Materials in the Libyan EFL Context

There is indeed dearth of studies on the use of authenticity within the
Libyan EFL context, (Mojahed 2007, Soliman 2013; Belaid 2015 and Belaid and
Murray 2015). In such studies, positive attitudes revealed from both language
teachers and students toward the use of such materials in language teaching.
During interviews with a number of EFL professors in three public Universities,
Belaid (2015) found that teachers possess positive attitudes toward using a variety
of authentic materials in their classrooms. Some of them already used authentic
materials in teaching English language. In one of the conducted interviews, one
interviewee lecturer from the University of Tripoli revealed that he always uses
authentic materials such as newspaper articles in teaching reading. He adds that
such materials work on enhancing and intensifying learners' learning motivation.
In addition, authentic materials unlike already prepared materials (textbooks)
usually succeed in meeting learners' immediate needs and interests in L2 learning.
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Another interviewee professor from Azzawia University referred to the
significance of using authentic materials in teaching the speaking skills. She stated
that authentic materials particularly audio-visual materials help in bridging the
huge gap between the type of language used inside classrooms and that used
outside in the real world. She stated that audio-visual materials assist foreign
language learners become more familiar with L2 different accents and styles and
unlike textbook materials which present new vocabulary and structures, authentic
materials make learners more familiar with everyday language and phrases.
Learners desire to understand television and radio programmes, and comprehend
music lyrics and film materials as well. As a consequence, the integration of
authentic materials would improve and develop learners' language proficiency
within Libyan EFL learners. Soliman (2013) found almost the same encouraging
results during his study on a number of EFL professors in University of Benghazi.
His results revealed that his study participants prefer to use authentic materials in
teaching readings to their students.

However, there is a crucial question that should be answered, which is how
could authentic materials be integrated in EFL classrooms?. The researcher, with
his cute interest toward using authentic materials in language teaching, will now
turn to offer possible answers to such a question.

Integrating authentic materials in the Libyan 3™ level EFL
programmes

Due to the enormous advantages of authentic materials in the field of
language teaching, the researcher presumes that using authentic materials inside
language classrooms would work on developing and enhancing learners' overall
language proficiency. In order to achieve such desirable results, a number of steps
should be taken to integrate such materials within the EFL curricula. These steps
can be divided into two main types:  (1)- Pedagogical, and (2) administrative
steps:

1- Pedagogical Steps

a- The current EFL curricula should be adjusted, in which authentic
materials (Audio-visual and printed) become a compulsory part in it;

b- EFL teachers should be instructed to use authentic materials on daily
bases; particularly in teaching advanced readings and oral skills
classes;

C- The idea of the flipped classrooms is currently very interesting.
Students can plan, prepare, and discuss their own selected materials
with their classmates. This may encourage students to more
engagement and interest in EFL learning and contribute positively to
their L2 proficiency. In addition, flipped classrooms work on shifting
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classes from a teacher-centred into student-centred classes, since the
former is the common style for the time being;

d- EFL teachers should concentrate on using modern effective and
proven EFL teaching methods in which language classrooms become
more like dialogues and information exchanges with their students
rather than monologic ones, and aim to ensure that they develop and
mature from school learners into life-long learners.

2- Administrative Steps

a- Effective implementation of authentic materials requires specific
school facilities such as Overhead projectors, high-speed internet
connection, and modern language laboratories;

b- Regular and collaborative workshops with language professors from
different universities on how to effectively use authentic materials
should be organised every year. Such workshops will work on
exchanging experiences among language professors for more effective
EFL results among Libyan language learners;

c- Insuch a digital era we witness nowadays, more attention should be
paid toward making learners more digitally literate. This step would
work on improving their familiarity with smart apps and may ensure
their access to online authentic materials;

d- Ongoing training programmes for the in-service EFL and newly
qualified lecturers are needed, in order to ensure remain up-to-date
with modern and innovative educational practises.

Conclusion

The researcher, in this short article, endeavoured to reveal the most
significant and relevant features of authentic materials’ use in language teaching
with a particular emphasis on the Libyan EFL context. Aspects like those may
work as a preliminary point and a solid foundation for a total shift and
improvement of the traditional EFL curriculums taught in language departments
within Libyan universities with more developed and improved ones, in which
authentic audio and visual materials become an essential part in the curriculum
under investigations.

The researcher in the current time is also working on another research
paper in which he endeavors to introduce short YouTube videos to EFL learners in
three state Libyan universities.
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Abstract

Second language acquisition theories are reviewed in this paper to
provide teachers with useful information to help them with how they can take
decisions in the teaching and learning of English grammar. However, there are
many theories in second language acquisition, it could be said that there is no
agreement on a “complete” theory of second language acquisition because each
theory has its limitations. Second language acquisition theories at this time are
considered as one of the most important sectors which influence learning and
teaching grammar. Therefore, the whole impetus behind this work is reviewing
the theories in order to change the teachers’ practice in grammar classes.
However, changing teachers' ideas does not always necessarily have the
influence upon their practices.

Key Words: first language acquisition, second language acquisition, grammar,
learning, teaching, behaviourism, mentalism, cognitive.
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1. Introduction

Second Language Acquisition is a central topic in many of the fields of
activity related to human languages (Richards, 2003). Thus, this paper sheds
light on how learners acquire a second language and how their teachers can help
them to learn. Studies appeared in the Second Language Acquisition (SLA) field
more than thirty years ago although all the previous studies confirmed that it is a
relatively new field (Ellis, 1997). In order to understand the value of SLA
theories effectively, Behaviourism, Mentalism and some cognitive theories
which may help teachers to choose suitable approaches for teaching in general
and grammar in particular are explored. The theorists have differing views about
how we acquire and learn language.

2. The process of L1 acquisition

There are many stages that children pass through when learning their first
language, and the stages have age and learning limits (Yule, 1996). Children all
over the world mostly build up their language competence at the same age. With
the development of their brains, children interact at their initial surroundings, and
some knowledge of linguistics would enter into their mind from time to time.
Children would pass through several stages, i.e. ‘“caretaker speech”, “pre-
language stages”, “the one-word or holophrastic stage”, “the two-word stage”
“telegraphic speech”, “overgeneralization” and “overextension” (Yule, 1996:
177). They could master the fundamental part of their mother tongue around five.
They acquire such a complex language system at amazing speed. All these stages
having occurred means the children have developed their brains by exposure to
their environment. Some knowledge of linguistics would help a teacher enter into
their mind, and help them to pass through their stages of learning (ibid, 1996). At
the native speech stage, when children are perhaps five years old, they have
completed the basic acquisition process and become ready to start learning a
second language.

3. The Process of L2 Acquisition and Grammar

Generally speaking, as a native language speaker and L2 learner at the
same time, students do not hop directly from L1 to L2. Beliefs regarding several
aspects of L2 acquisition such as target language difficulty (Diab, 2006) or the
efficacy of grammar instruction (Loewen et al., 2009) appear to be influenced by
the language being learned. There exists a language system between their L1 and
L2. The language system is independent. It influences and is influenced by both
L1 and L2. What L2 learners speak and write connects with this system. Above
all, the language system will vary at different stages — this is interlanguage. “The
overall knowledge that combines both the first language and the L2
interlanguage” is multicompetence (Cook, 2001: 16). Moreover, Ellis (1997) and
others have agreed that, in practice, there are five stages of the learning process
(input, intake, acquisition, access and output). These stages will be presented
here in order to know how grammar is learnt and acquired.
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3.1. Input

In general terms, input is considered as one of the main differences
between first and second language learning. The term "input is used to describe
the language that the learner is exposed to" (Yule, 1996:196). In other words,
"Input refers to language sources that are used to initiate the language learning
process” (Richards and Renandya, 2003: 153). This refers particularly to the
quality and quantity of such input. It is clear that native language proficiency
occurs entirely because children are among native speakers, and they hear and
learn that language every day. Second language adult learners may only hear the
target language inside the classroom, and perhaps for only a few hours a week.
Moreover, learners will need more interaction and negotiated input to acquire
focus on what is being said.

In part, input hypothesis has been developed by Krashen (1985)
to explain how a learner acquires a second language. He said that a learner
develops in the normal order. This happens when the learner receives input
which is one step beyond the learner’s current stage of linguistic competence
(i+1). This is called comprehensible input. Regarding to acquiring grammar,
Krashen (1994) stated that comprehensible input is necessary and important
because if it is understood and there is enough of it that means the learners will
acquire grammar automatically. Gass and Selinker (2001) defined input as little
portions of language that are heard or read and that is considered as the most
important part of the learners' current knowledge of the grammar of the goal
language. Thus, information about grammar is automatically available because
the input is understood in context — this is similar to the process of L1
acquisition, where “the child discovers, interprets and ascribes meaning through
contextualised behavior” (Nemati & Taghizadeh, 2013:10).

3.2. Intake

“Intake is that part of the input that learners notice and therefore take into
temporary memory. Intake may subsequently be accommodated in the learner’s
interlanguage system” (Ellis, 1994: 708). Intake is the information which is
skimmed from input by the learner, and it is considered as a part of the input that
learners notice and therefore take into temporary memory. Thus, it could be said
that there is strong relationship between input and intake; this is confirmed by
Richards and Renandya (2002) who argued that there are some important factors
which affect how items pass from input to intake, such as complexity, saliency
frequency and need. In terms of learning and teaching grammar and because
input means data that the second language learner hears, VanPatten (1996) has
researched the role of listening in the teaching of grammar and concludes that
“only when input is easily understood can learners attend to form as part of the
intake process” (p, 296).
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3.4. Acquisition

McLaughlin (1987) built his definition of acquisition on Chomskyan
theory (which is concerned with grammatical competence, as mentioned above)
when he says that because of that theory "acquisition refers to ideal language
learning unaffected by maturation, processing limitations, restrictions, and other
cognitive and motivational factors” (p, 93). On the other hand, Ellis (1994) states
that researchers have been unable to define the term "acquisition' because it can
mean many things, and he has mentioned that Krashen distinguished between
acquisition and learning. Acquisition is the new information which may help
learners to develop their systems or their interlanguage. "SLA research has
demonstrated that learning is not a mirror of teaching. Learners do not pass from
a state of not knowing a particular target structure to state of knowing and using
it accurately” (Richards & Renandya, 2002: 159). They stated that a number of
processes appear to be involved:

* Noticing;

* Discovering rule;

» Accommodation and restructuring;
 Experimentation;

These four processes are important and should be considered by teachers
because all of them complement each other to make acquisition occur, although
Ellis, (1994) says that "researchers disagree about what kind of performance they
think provides the best evidence of acquisition™ (p, 14).

3.5. Access

"Access refers to the learner's ability to draw upon his or her
interlanguage system during communication” (Richards, 2003:160). It can be
argued that successful access is dependent on the person's individual efforts in as
much as the learner using the language improves his or her acquiring system to
create output. On the other hand, Richards mentioned that there are some other
aspects presented by Van Patten (1993) when he says that "Access may be
'‘totally, partially or not at all successful, depending on task demand, previous
experience (practice) and other factors" (p, 436).

3.6. Output

Output is the last process of acquiring and learning a second language. It
is defined as a “language produced by the learner” (Ellis, 1994:697). It takes
place after all the other processes in the learner's mind and it can be described as
a calculator which calculates what people collect from what they hear and the
information they produce as the result or as a production. The most interesting
thing related to the output process is that there are two opposing views about
output. Krashen (1985) claimed that output is not essential to acquisition,
whereas Swain (1985) has proposed that output is essential to acquisition. It "is
more likely to facilitate acquisition when the learners are pushed, that is, required
to reshape their utterances and to use the target language more coherently and
accurately” (Richards & Renandya, 2002: 160). However, Krashen's point of
view is different because output is important and a very essential process to
second language acquisition otherwise, how can we know whether the learner
acquired the language or not.
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4. The psychology of language acquisition

Some psychologists and educators distinguish between learning a
language and acquiring another language; that is to say, the mother tongue and
the second language are not the same psychologically (Ellis, 1997). L2 learners
would have to overcome the acquisition barriers (A.B.), affection filter (A.F.),
positive transfer (P.T) and negative transfer (N.T.) of their mother tongue in
learning. They would receive foreigner talk (F.T), negotiated input (N.I.), etc.
The communicative competence (C.C.) and applied linguistics (A.L.) would
hopefully be the output (Yule, 1996). The centre of the process is the L2
learners’ interlanguage which is defined by Ellis (1994) as “the mental processes
responsible for L2 acquisition” (p, 350). Therefore, learners would overcome
their acquisition barriers, such as affection filters and negative transfer, by
focusing on some helpful and very important transfers from first language to
second language. It is believed that the best time for L2 learners to start L2
learning is from the age of 10 to 13. During this age, the learners are old enough
to convey the knowledge of their mother tongue and other life experience to L2
acquisition with less acquisition barriers (Yule, 1996).

Furthermore, before L2 acquisition, L1 has been built up in L2 learners’
mind. From this point of view, the L2 learning is only learning to do the same
things in a new way. So the L1 would have important impact on L2 learning.
“The L1 helps learners when it has elements in common with L2 and hinders
them when they differ” “So our beliefs about how children learn their first
language cannot be automatically transferred to a second language; some may
work, some may not” (Cook, 2001: 14). The one which works is positive transfer
and the one which doesn’t work is negative transfer.

Moreover, it could be said that also motivation is crucial in learning.
According to Yule, (1996) the motivation to learn is very important. Indeed, we
might say it is essential to learning. Children learn their mother tongue with high
motivation. The native language is the necessary and handy way to interact with
other people. Life becomes easier for them with the language competence. By
contrast, L2 learners always have different desire in learning as they have
different needs. Ellis, (1997) argued that second language learners have more
problems than first language learners in acquiring a language, because the
mother tongue and the second language are not the same in that the first language
is learnt automatically, whereas the second language is not. Those who tend to
become one member of L2 community will probably achieve more than those
who aim to get a better job. Moreover, L2 learners’ motivation would vary at
different stages. Accordingly, it can be argued that L2 learning is a formal, well-
organized and integrated system which is affected by the learners’ interlanguage
and psychology, while the L1 acquisition takes place naturally, effectively.
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5. Second Language Theories behind the Practice

In general terms, there are numerous theories in second language
acquisition which encourage acquiring and learning through practice. However,
only Behaviourism, Mentalism, Krashen’s theory and some of Cognitive theories
such as McLaughlin’s Information Processing Model and Consciousness-Raising
are reviewed. Lightbown and Spada (1999) believe that “knowing about the
development of learner language helps teachers to assess teaching procedures in
the light of what they can reasonably expect to accomplish in
the classroom” (p, 71).

5.1. Behaviourism

The Behaviourists say that learning equals a change in behaviour. This
means that children acquire their L1 through hearing the language by which they
are surrounded; then they imitate the sentences they hear, practise them, and
receive feedback from the people around them. The Behaviourists place greater
weight on habit formation than on an understanding of the essential rules of a
language. They believe that grammar should be taught through drills and
memorization, from which students are expected to establish correct grammatical
behaviour (Krashen & Terrell 1985:14). It stems from work in psychology,
which saw the learning of any kind of behaviour as being based on the nations of
stimulus and response. The response they give to such stimuli will be
reinforcements of success. Furthermore, Mitchell and Myles (2004) stated that
Behaviourists also say that if the structures in L2 are similar to those of the L1,
then learning will take place easily. If, however, the structures are realized
differently in the L2 and the L2, then learning will be difficult. "Learning took
place when learners had the opportunity to practise making the correct response
to a given stimulus" (Ellis, 1997:31). Therefore, they considered that learning
would take place by imitating and repeating the structures from time to time.
Ellis added that Behaviourism cannot adequately account for L2 acquisition and
learners frequently do not produce output that simply reproduces the input. Thus,
teachers needed to focus their teaching on structures which were believed to be
difficult and which were difficult in the L1 and L2.

Teaching and the implications of this theory are summarised by Mitchell
and Myles (2004) when they say that learning takes place by limitation and
repetition of the same structure time after time. That means that practice is very
important in Behaviourism theory. Therefore, teachers should focus their
teaching on structures which were believed to be difficult because difficult
structures would be different in L1 and L2 language. However, some studies
suggest that initial hands-on experience in teaching an L2 precipitates a shift in
teachers' beliefs about L2 acquisition (Busch, 2010), while other studies (Capan,
2014) have reported less change. Thus, this theory was attacked by other
linguists because they see that "structural linguistics, which was based on the
description of the surface structure of a large corpus of language, to generative
linguistics that emphasized the rule-governed and creative nature of human
language"(Mitchell and Myles, 2004: 32). This approach “failed to account for
the abstract nature of language, for the child’s creativity, and for the interactive
nature of language acquisition” (Brown, 2007: 24). Noam Chomsky a mentalist
was the first linguist who criticized Behaviourism theory because he has

191 The Journal of Language (The First) December 2019



Reviewing some Second Language Acquisition Theories behind Learning
and Teaching English Grammar..........cccceevveiieinnniiiieniiecareacens (186-198)

different ideas about how language is learnt. Since that time he has discovered
and built some new theories which are described by some other linguists as
Chomskyan revolution. Moreover, Johnson (2004) stated that “Behaviorism
undermined the role of mental processes and viewed learning as the ability to
inductively discover patterns of rule-governed behavior from the examples
provided to the learner by his or her environment (p. 18)”.

5.2. Mentalism

In contrast, Mentalism linguists such as Chomsky considered that the
Language Acquisition Device (LAD) and UG are both concepts initiating
knowledge or “little black box" as theories of Language Acquisition (Brown,
2000: 24). The LAD is defined as “a biologically determined period of life when
language can be acquired more easily and beyond which time language is
increasingly difficult to acquire” (ibid, 2000: 53). Ellis (1994) also stated that the
LAD will work successfully only if it is activated at a certain time. Brown (2007)
argued that the Language Acquisition Device (LAD), is internal mechanism
enables the systematic perception of language: identifying speech sounds;
categorising linguistic data and refining these classifications over time;
establishing acceptable linguistic structures and those which deviate from them;
and continually streamlining the details of the emerging language system.
Chomsky stated that all human beings already have an innate knowledge of
grammar as a competence and then performance. Mitchell, Myles (2004) stated
that, by competence, Chomsky is referring to the abstract and hidden
representation of language knowledge held inside our minds whereas
performance is the data that people have produced.

The second theory which is mentioned by Chomsky is the universal
grammar which is based on principles and parameters; he says that we are born
with an innate knowledge of certain universal structures through access to
Universal Grammar. Richards and Renandya (2002) stated that Universal
Grammar theory suggests that "learners are learning aspects of grammar that we
are not teaching them and that they have unconscious knowledge of grammar
systems which we, as teachers, are often unaware of" (p.159). Chomsky argued
that learners are able to produce and understand language structures and his
theories are focused on the understanding of grammar in a formal manner as
Syntactic Structures of the language.

After that, in the 1960s, he extended to transformational-generative ideas
which have contributed to English Language Teaching and they are considered a
cognitive approach which requires a return to the deductive teaching of grammar.
It could be said that mentalism was a mixture of transformational grammar and
psycholinguistic theory.

It is interesting to note that Behaviourist and Mentalist theories have
different views about how grammar is acquired and learnt. Behaviorists such as
Skinner considered language learning is seen as like any other kind of learning,
as the information of habits. This means that grammar is acquired and learnt by
teaching through classroom practice. However, Mentalists such as Chomsky say
that the child already has some knowledge of grammar and it is not necessary for
that to be taught. These disagreements lead us to explore the differences between
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L1 processes and L2 language acquisition processes briefly to check whether this
difference will affect teachers' knowledge when they deal with students inside
the classroom. However Ellis (1994) stated that in the field of SLA, linguists
have agreed that the acquisition of second language grammar is like the
acquisition of the first language grammar because both occur in stages. This is
true but it can be argued that those stages are different between L1 and L2 in
terms of how we process them.

5.3. Krashen’s Theory

Krashen (1985) defines a Monitor as one that edits language usage and he
said that language acquisition is not innate as Chomsky said: it needs to be
learned. He stated that people acquire second language structures if they achieve
comprehensible input and their affective filters are low. Krashen's theory is
considered as a theoretical base for the natural approach and, its affects on the
second language acquisition field. Mitchell and Myles (2004: 44) stated that
Krashen, in his theory which evolved in the late 1970s in a series of articles and
was expanded in the early of 1980s in a series of books, based his ideas on five
basic hypotheses:

The first hypothesis is the acquisition-learning hypothesis. The basis of
this hypothesis is that acquisition and learning and are considered different. In
this theory, learning is defined as knowledge about language whereas acquisition
is defined as the unconscious process of using the language through social
communication. Krashen (1985) stated that acquisition here refers to the implicit
knowledge we have of a language, whereas learning refers to explicit knowledge
about a language. | think what is also very problematic is that Krashen's statement
that learning can not turn into acquisition and he considered that learners will
learn the rule, but not acquire it. Krashen (1983) claims that it is not only
children who can acquire language but also adults have the ability to acquire a
second language and he considered his theory should be accepted as having an
impact on second language research and teaching since the 1980s.

The second hypothesis which is considered by Krashen is The Monitor
Hypothesis. In this hypothesis Krashen (1983) used the concept of the Monitor in
order to explain individual differences between learners. He says that learners use
the monitor only when they know the rules and have the time to find them. It
could be said that when students learn a second language the monitor will
develop automatically because the monitor is like a machine that notices errors in
order to make corrections of incorrect sentences. In this case the monitor will
guide the learner and will control the learners' mind to decide which is correct
and which is incorrect when they are going to produce the grammar because the
sentence is started by the acquired system.

The third hypothesis is The Natural Order Hypothesis. In this hypothesis,
Krashen (1983) has stated that there is a particular order, which is called the
natural order hypothesis. It is controlled by the students when they acquire the
rules of language. This theory considered that the learners will master
grammatical structures in a specific, inflexible order during L1 or L2 acquisition.
In terms of how this hypothesis will work in the classroom, learners would
require second language to try to find patterns from the input they hear and/or
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see but learners will work through steps to have control of the language structure.
It does not matter whether learners learn easy rules first or difficult rules first in
terms of acquiring grammar. Tomasello and Brooks (1999) stated that the oral
presentation of a grammar concept “is superior to a deductive one for the
teaching of certain grammatical structures to beginning foreign language
students” (p. 713).

The fourth hypothesis is the Input Hypothesis. Krashen (1982: 33)
believes that “comprehensible input and the strength of the filter are the true
causes of second language acquisition”. In this hypothesis Krashen says that
language is acquired when learners understand messages. These messages could
be built on what the learners have seen or heard to get the meaning of the
messages. VanPatten (1996) calls this “meaning bearing learner hears or sees
that is used to communicate a message” (p. 5). There is usually a silent period
and “speech will come when the acquirer feels ready. The readiness state arrives
at different times for different people” (Krashen, 1994: 55). In terms of teaching
and learning in the classroom, this hypothesis would require careful speech and
usage of different teaching techniques to connect to comprehensible input.

The fifth Hypothesis is The Affective Filter Hypothesis. Krashen (1985)
believes that the Affective Filter Hypothesis is important because it can explain
why some adults, while exposed to ample comprehensible input, still do not
attain high levels of competence. Affect is defined as “the effect of personality
motivation and other ‘affective variables’ on second language acquisition” (ibid,
1994:57). He applies this theory to language learning to check how it may
influence second language acquisition through focusing on emotional stress. That
means the affective filter will influence people's high or low motivation because
if the person has high anxiety but lower motivation, the affective filter will be
higher and does not provide the learner with “subconscious language
acquisition” (Krashen, 1994: 58).

5.4. Cognitive Approach

There are number of theorists who are known to have given and attention
to cognitive theories, such as Krashen, (1982, 1985); Ellis (1997); VanPatten
(1996) and Schmidt (2001). All of them contributed to the second language
acquisition field. Cognitive psychology provides generally good information
about how important it is to apply the learning processes of second language
learning in general and learning or acquiring grammatical structures in particular.
Therefore, teachers of a second language should know how learning grammar
takes place in order to help learners control the central aspects of the process of
learning. In addition, teachers should know that the explicit knowledge of
grammar could lead to the learners’ inability of using the language unless it is
used to interact and communicate with other people. Therefore some cognitive
theories will be presented.
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5.4.1. McLaughlin’s Information Processing Model

Mitchell and Myles (2004) argued that this model considered that
language learning is a language skill. Ellis (1994) stated that this theory was
presented by Barry McLaughlin in the late 1980s. According to this model,
learning a L2 is, in fact, learning skills. This task entails controlled processing,
automatic processing and, as performance improves, constant restructuring of
language. In this model Mitchell and Myles (2004, 18) stated that people should
go to the three processes if they are learning a L2:

1. Controlled processing. (Learning happens in the early stage).

2. Automatic processing. (In this stage, learning happens in short memory).

3. Restructuring /correcting reorganizing. (In this process, the learner

knows the structure of the language well enough to become like a native
speaker).

The language which has been produced in the short-term memory would be
transferred to the long memory. Furthermore, in automatic processing, learning
happens in the later stage. Also, access in the long-term memory is easier than in
short memory. This theory has three characteristics: processes take time, the
mind is a limited-capacity processor and complex behaviour is composed of
simpler processes.

Mitchell and Myles (2004) stated that when applied to the second language
learning, second language is viewed as the acquisition of a complex cognitive
skill. That means to learn L2 is to learn a skill, because various aspects of the
task must be practiced and integrated into fluent performance. In terms of how to
apply this model to a second language we will note that learners first resort to
controlled processing in the L2 and, through repeated activation, sequences first
produced by controlled processing become automatic. This continuing
movement from controlled, to automatic processing results in a constant
restructuring of the linguistic system of the L2 learner.

This model has limitations, such as it does not give us linguistic description
and it considers language learning in a vacuum in the sense that it takes the
human brain as an isolated processor of language information which does not
interact with other dimensions of language acquisition. It could be said that it
focuses on the individual and not on the learner as a social being. Also the result
of studying language learning inside the laboratory may be quite different from
the result of studying it in real life situations.

5.4.2. Consciousness-Raising Approach

Both in the past and present, has considered that the teaching of grammar
has been considered an essential part of language teaching and includes
grammatical consciousness-raising (Ellis, 1997). It is an approach to teaching
grammar. Consciousness-raising is a development from Krashen’s Input
Hypothesis, claiming that comprehensible input is necessary but not sufficient
for SLA to take place. Consciousness-raising is often claimed to hold a middle-
ground position between two extreme approaches to teaching L2 grammar (Yip,
1994). It is an "approach which is contrasted with traditional approaches to the
teaching of grammar, in which the goal is to instill correct grammatical patterns
and habits directly (ibid, 1994).
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As recent developments show, consciousness-raising is getting more
attention in grammar teaching than before. Through consciousness-raising
activities, learners become aware of language features, are encouraged to think
about language and to draw their own conclusions about how the language works
(Willis & Willis, 1996). The notion of consciousness-raising as a type of form-
focused instruction designed to make learners aware of a specific linguistic
feature and he summarizes his idea by saying that direct instruction can help in
many ways: for example, it may improve language accuracy, facilitate
interlanguage development, and destabilize interlanguage grammars that have
fossilized (Ellis. 1997). However, there are constraining factors such as the
nature of target structures and learners’ stages of development.

Thus, it can be argued that there are many techniques in the
consciousness-raising on hand to raise awareness with many focusing on the
relationship between form and function and those techniques are good for
learners. Moreover, learners would receive support to shape hypotheses about
the language connecting what language they have already acquired with the new
aspects of language.

6. Conclusion

This paper confirms the importance of reviewing some second language
acquisition theories. Each theory reviewed offers a different insight in the
complex process of second language acquisition. Although, there are many
challenges may encounter L2 learners, it is impossible to avoid teaching
grammatical rules and structures entirely because transferring sometimes
produces negative results, especially when people are communicating. Learning
English grammar and structures are important but may create confusion for some
students when they learn a second language; the rules and structures are different
between languages, so teachers should help students’ understanding by focusing
on the nature of language and use metalanguage to help to make the picture more
clearly to their students. Researchers found that some knowledge of first
language acquisition would help accelerate second language learning. Therefore,
teachers should consider some issues when they teach English grammar as the
second language.

7. Implications and Recommendations

e Exploring these theories may prove helpful in bringing about a positive
change for both teachers and students in the classroom. It is also
enhanced by the dearth of such research in Libya.

¢ Identifying the strengths and weaknesses of second language acquisition
theories may improve and support teachers’ practice inside classrooms
and offers some other new areas to investigate with regard to teaching
and learning English language grammar.

e The second language acquisition theories reviewed in this paper will pay
attention to different aspects of the second language acquisition process
because this paper have provided valuable background and hypotheses
for numerous research studies.
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e This paper will be helpful for teacher educators to recognize if teacher
education programs were built on a well-defined theoretical perspective.
Teachers will recognize the theoretical level of their outputs so as to
review their practices; then, they will increase their focus on empowering
the relationship among these variables for future teachers.

e The study also will help interested Libyan educators to know to what
extent their recommendation is valid in the present time before
suggesting an essential change by organizing some sessions for
secondary schools or university teachers.

e In addition, this study may contribute in finding good ways that help
learners integrate instruction on problematic grammar forms within
communicative framework.

e Finally, it may open some doors for other researchers to explore the field
of teaching and learning English as a second language in Libya or
elsewhere.
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